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Arizona Interim Head Coach Russ Pennell: 
 
Overall thoughts on the game 
“Overall, I was pleasantly surprised. This was the first time we let the team run and down the court without stopping 
them every three trips.” 
 
“I thought we were very careless with the ball in the first half. The turnovers we had were not forced. As a coach, you 
can live with that because they are correctable mistakes.” 
 
“We are a jump shooting team. We need to be crisper on offense, but that will take time. If we continue to improve 
like we have this past week, then we will be ready for the opener.” 
  
On the Nic Wise injury 
“Nic came down on Judkins’ foot. The trainer said it should only be two or three days. We do except him to play this 
Thursday.” 
 
On the play of Chase Budinger 
“Chase is doing what we except him to be doing. In the first half we had 32 attempts and Chase and 15 of them. 
That is where we want to be. We want Chase to shoot 40 percent of the shots and Jordan to be second.” 
 
Most impressed 
 
“I was most impressed with Kyle Fogg. He didn’t try to do too much.  The one thing we tell our freshman is just don’t 
hurt us, play good solid defense and don’t turn the ball over. 
 
 
Arizona Player Quotes 
 
Garland Judkins – Freshman Guard 
 
On finally getting a game situation in: 
“It felt great.  We’ve just been trying to get a real game situation in and today I think we had a good showing even 
though we were a little tired.” 
 
On his individual performance: 
“I’m just trying to go with the games and do what the coaches ask me to do.  I’m going to create for others and be 
aggressive but if the opportunity is there (to score), I’m going to take it.” 
 
On the impact of Lute Olson’s retirement: 
“As a team, our coaches just told us to go through these things.  No one’s going to feel bad for us because Coach 
O’s gone.  For a while it kind of hurt but after a while you’ve got to move on.” 
 



 
Chase Budinger – Junior Forward 
On finally getting a game situation in: 
“It feels good to get up and down the court.  It was nice putting the uniforms on with all of the fans here, although a 
bit tough today because we had a two hour practice earlier, so we should be much better during the exhibition 
games.” 
 
On his role on the team: 
“I think it is realistic that I shoot 40% of our shots. I’m glad the coaches believe in me and it’s obvious that I am not 
shy about shooting. It is part of my job this year.” 
 
On the freshmen: 
“It is one of the most important things for our team.  They need to step into their roles and get things done so we can 
play to our full potential.” 
 

 
Jordan Hill – Junior Forward 
On coach Pennell and his first game experience: 
We still need some work with him but he didn’t seem nervous.  He took it like a real game and told us we needed to 
show the crowd why we are here and that we love them.  He stops us in practice a lot and it was nice to move the 
ball and have some fun.” 
 
On 1st vs. 2nd half play: 
“My head really just wasn’t in it for the first half. The others were a bit nervous too, and we just started to have fun 
the second half and picked it up.  D.J. (Shumpert) and Alex (Jacobson) did what they had to do. D.J. can do better, 
but he is really trying and working hard.  They both did some nice things with rebounds and setting screens.  This 
year we will have to be ready in the first 2-4 minutes. We have to stay focused and remember why we came to this 
school.” 
 
“We played okay. We still need some work. It was good for the freshman to get a chance to see what it’s like to play 
in front of a crowd.” 
 
On Lute Olson’s retirement: 
“I couldn’t believe it. In practice I thought he was doing okay, I guess he didn’t want anyone to know. He’s tough, he 
wanted to keep coaching us and we all respect him for that. This season’s for him.” 
 
On playing scrimmage rather than practice: 
“We stop all the time in practice. It was good to go up and down and do what we do best. We had fun.” 
 
 
Kyle Fogg – Freshman Guard  
 
“Coach Pennell drives us had, he’s a really good coach.  I think this year should be really good.  The team is keeping 
their minds open to the new coaching staff.”  
 
“I’m happy with how I played to day, but I still need to work harder.  It is going to be tough being a first year player, 
but I’m confident.  The freshmen are the underdogs, so we have to show the coaches that we can play.  We need to 
come out hard at the games and practices.” 
 
“It was really exciting to see the fans to day.  I am really looking forward to this year.” 


