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Opening statement
“This is exciting for the conference in many respects, but we’re very excited about women’s 
basketball for the upcoming season. I look at this season as really a "exion point for our 
conference and for our women’s basketball programs. Obviously, with the start of the Pac-12 
Network, and our new contract with ESPN is going to be unprecedented in the amount of 
coverage on television. That’s obviously a key ingredient. I think we’re going to have at least 66 
events on the Network this coming year, and we certainly want to underscore that this is 
something that we expect will build over time. But there will be a big commitment to women’s 
basketball this year. We’re thrilled, as part of our new comprehensive relationship with ESPN 
that they’re going to have with these four regular season games and the championship game, and 
our Network will have at least 61 events. I think that certainly will position us well, certainly 
compared to women’s basketball in other conferences. Over time, I don’t think you’ll #nd any 
other conference covering more women’s basketball than we are. This will all culminate, of 
course, with the new championship event. We’re just thrilled to be partners with Karen (Bryant) 
and the Seattle Storm to have a group that’s been so successful and that’s thinking about 
women’s basketball 365 days a year in a community that is enthusiastic and we know will be 
very supportive of this event. That’s obviously particularly important to us as well, and we’ll look 
forward to that.  In terms of our overall commitment to women’s sports - the reason women’s 
basketball is important in the bigger picture is that women’s sports have been an important part 
of the Conference. For some time, we’ve seen ourselves as leaders. 145 women’s NCAA 
championships - no conference has been more successful in women’s sports than the Pac-12. 
This is also about our heritage and our legacy and building it going forward. Our Network, from 
day one, half the events that are going to be broadcast on the Network are going to be women’s 
sports events. We have a commitment to it on that level, and it wasn’t even necessarily by grand 
design.  We’re so proli#c in our women’s sports that it just made sense, and it was very natural 
that it worked out that way. There’s a lot happening for media, certainly as they travel around the 
Conference as they’ve been doing during football season. It’s also very remarkable to see the 
level of investment coming in throughout the Conference as well, our football facilities, our 
basketball facilities— I think over the next few years, you’ll also see it at the campus level, a big 
commitment to basketball, men’s and women’s and the kinds of facilities we’re playing in as 
well. Hopefully, all of this works toward there being a whole different reaction and awareness and 
level of respect for Pac-12 women’s basketball over the years. That’s our aim.”
 
On negotiations with DirectTV



“It’s obviously a big deal since they reach so many sports fans across the country. There are no 
signs at the moment that they’re going to take it. It’s very frustrating to us, but I guess I can’t 
say, honestly, completely unexpected. No sports networks tend to launch with every distributor 
taking them from the get-go. When we decided to do this, we did a lot of due diligence with the 
Big 10 Network and their experience getting launched, with NBA TV, NFL Network, and 
everybody’s certainly watching now as the Lakers try to launch their own network. It doesn’t seem 
in this world that anyone ever launches with everyone, but we were fortunate to launch with a 
commitment from many of these cable operators from day one. We struck a deal with Time 
Warner, Comcast, Cox and Lighthouse in a year. It was on that basis that we were able to launch. 
Since then, Gary and the team have signed agreements with over 45 cable operators now, and 
DISH. That’s obviously a big deal, because now, obviously our fans all over the country, wherever 
they are, at least have an option along with cable.
 
The way these deals work is we offer them a certain price per subscriber, and they’ve been 
offered the same price that DISH and the cable providers have been offered and that the cable 
operators pay. Right now, they’re simply not willing to pay that.  There are a few others as well 
that we’re still working on, but we’ve got a lot of con#dence in the product. The caliber of 
football games that we have is really extraordinary. As an example, this upcoming weekend, 
we’ve got three of the top-20 teams in the country that are going to be on our Network, Oregon, 
Stanford and Oregon State, and you’ll see that when basketball season comes up, in both men’s 
and women’s basketball. We’ve got a lot of quality. We’ve got a lot of #rst picks and second 
picks. I certainly believe that over time, DirecTV will listen to their customers who have been 
hammering them. It’s frustrating that it’s not now, and we’re just encouraging our fans, if they 
feel they need it sooner than later, they’re going to explore other options, because it doesn’t 
appear that it’s going to happen any time soon.”

Niya Butts, Arizona Women’s Basketball Head Coach
On losing key contributors from last season
“I think for us, getting the win last season in the tournament was big. Our kids have grinded, we 
have the core coming back, Davellyn Whyte is a leader.”

On losing a lot of close games last year
“You certainly don’t want to lose games you have a chance to win. That has made our team 
hungrier.”

On being picked last in the Pac-12 coaches poll
“Not me. I am not surprised, we #nished last last season. If you want to be out of that position, 
you have to do something. We have to compete every single play, every second, every shot. 
Everything counts this year. It is crucial that Davellyn understands that. I have felt the best I 
have ever felt while at Arizona going into this year. We had a great off-season. I believe we know 
what to do in order to compete. Its important Davellyn understands that.”

On what the team needs from her
“Leadership, letting them know what needs to be done.  From them, I just need their 
commitment and their heart. My work ethic, they can see how bad I want it this year, I’m putting 
out 110 percent this year and they see that.”

On what she learned from Pat Summit



“If I had to sum it up, it would be discipline. She told me “Butts, you have to discipline 
yourself.” Procrastination is like credit cards; it’s a lot of fun until you get the bills. I apply it to 
my team, we want to suffer now and be a champion later. Davellyn has always been a hard 
worker; I have always pushed her to do more. When your best player is leading in everything, you 
are not just showing you are our best player; you are also our hardest worker.”

On the team’s rebounding
“It’s been our Achilles heel.  We are getting killed on the defensive boards, we have got to own 
that.  Hopefully defensively we eliminate some opportunities from our opponents.”

On how the new football coach has affected the women’s basketball program
“More energy. The best way to improve other sports is to improve your football team.  He has 
been really good to us and really good to me.”

On Davellyn’s name entering the All-American list
“I hope so.  If you want to be recognized, you have to win.  I do think she is one of the best 
guards in the country.  Hopefully with more coverage, more people will see her.”

On Stanford being the best in the Conference
“It’s certainly hard to argue with Stanford.  However, I think Cal is looking pretty good.  If they 
had been picked number one I wouldn’t of been surprised.”

On Stanford losing a Conference game this year
“I certainly hope so.  As a conference, we have to beat some of the higher ranked teams more 
consistently.  From a conference standpoint, anytime you can beat a highly ranked Stanford, the 
more coverage you can get.  Stanford is deserving of all of the publicity, but we have to beat 
them in order to gain that exposure.”

On last season starting strong and tapering off
“Maturity was an issue for us last season, however this season we have a style of play that is 
mature.  We are hungry after last season.  We can handle the adversity.”

Charli Turner Thorne, Arizona State Women’s Basketball Head Coach
Opening statement
“Arizona State is a lot like the Pac-12 Network, a lot of newness on our team. Its great to be 
back, we have some newness on our staff and a lot of newness on our team. I mean Janae 
[Fulcher] has pretty much been a starter, but if you don’t know Deja Mann who was our full time 
returning starter is out for the year, she tore her ACL, so we do not have any returners in the 
starting lineup. You can expect Arizona State women’s basketball. We’ve been a program that 
will come at you with more than one through #ve. We don’t have just one or two people who take 
a majority of the shots but not that its equal opportunity. Janae is de#nitely going to be one of 
our top scorers. She is a great offensive player who we will utilize a lot. We have great athleticism 
and depth that we are going to take advantage of. Sometimes youth can scare you, but 
sometimes it can be a good thing. We are building a lot of con#dence. We played in New Zealand 
over the summer and it was the most impactful time with the team. We are excited and ready to 
move back to elite status.”

On how she changed as a coach after the time off
“I think and hope that I am better and the time away gave me clarity and new ideas to not only 



grow our players as women, but to take that #nal step in our program. We have done well, but 
every year we have had a key starter out. I honestly felt like I used that time to bring back ideas 
to get us to the #nal four.”

On why she took a sabbatical
“To take a step back and it is hard. I had three kids and it is hard to #nd time to take a step 
back and grow yourself as a coach. I felt like it would be an amazing thing. I lost my balance. I 
think when you do that you cease to be the coach you want to be. “

On Amanda Levens as a coach
“She is truly a phenomenal coach. She studies the game all the time. July is a rough month for 
us and she had a half a day to recover after a trip, but she went to a clinic with these NBA 
coaches and she came back with 13 pages of notes. She has that Sun Devil pride. She is going 
to make a difference.”

On using the athleticism of the team
“We want to play the full court game consistently. When we have great athleticism it is that 
much better. We are going to be looking to press and run.”

On improving the offense
“We need to shoot better. You can’t just be good at defense. We understand that the loss of Deja 
is big, but we do have some young guards. Shooting the basketball is key and is something we 
talk about everyday.”

On Eliza Normen coming back
“She tore her ACL her senior year and came back and wasn’t completely ready, luckily for her 
she got hurt and then got the whole year to recover from everything. She is so versatile and with a 
lot of newness she is coming along very well.”

On Stanford
“Obviously Stanford does a great job every year, they always come back and get stronger. It is 
important for our conference to match. They are one of the top four teams in the country and 
that is where we aspire to be. I do think the conference is getting better by each program. We 
only get them at their place this year and hopefully the tournament. We are all looking to crack 
that nut.”

On the coaches discussing how to beat Stanford
“When we meet we talk about it. There is a lot of transition with coaches; there are only a few 
that have been there that long. The younger coaches are asking what they need to do to win, and 
some of us old people try to share whatever we can. From a media standpoint it really helps when 
we talk beyond them. We have had some great runs, for them to look at us nationally we have to 
do a great job and we need help. Every time a coach moves into our conference they are "oored 
at how hard it is. There are no easy games. I think it hurts when ESPN or media outlets are 
focusing on two or three teams and they don’t think there are any other good women’s basketball 
teams.”

On Cal in the coaches poll
“I voted them second, they lost twice to Stanford and until they beat them. Lindsey [Gottlieb] 
did a great job last year and they will be a team to beat nationally. Those kids have done good 
things, but they haven’t gotten them to the tournament.”



Lindsay Gottlieb, California Women’s Basketball Head Coach

On being ranked second in the preseason Pac-12 coaches poll
“I think that is where we are expected to be coming off last year, and obviously Stanford is 
worthy. I think the difference for us this year with the same group coming back is last year it was 
about re-establishing ourselves and this year we have a group that respects getting to a 
championship. We will take being second now, and understand that there is a season to play.”

On the difference in the team this year
“Having been around Cal basketball, we have more depth and versatility and team speed along 
with power. The second thing is we have a good mentality, credit to our players the way last year 
ended is the best you could have asked for without winning. We talked about being good this 
year because the players on our team return better. From a mental standpoint they understand 
how they want to play.”

On the sophomore class
“I think the differences in bodies is big in our sophomore class. They are gamers and highly 
competitive, but didn’t understand what it meant to train. Layshia [Clarendon] was eating seven 
meals a day, using her foam roller and Brittney [Boyd] now is catching on to that. Justine 
[Hartman] is in really good shape. We challenge Layshia to get better, the biggest difference will 
be that freshman to sophomore leap.”

On the Pac-12 Network
“That is exactly why we are so excited about the Pac-12 network. The east coast people never 
see us. The rest of America doesn’t yet know, we are going to have to do our work this year. The 
thing that separates Layshia [Clarendon] is her middle game. Layshia will be one of the best 
seniors in the nation this year.”

On the Stanford matchup
“We love the hype about it. You want to play your best basketball against the best, and the bay 
area is the best for women’s basketball. We want to take that next step and beat those teams like 
Stanford and Ohio State.  They [Stanford] lost the far and away rookie of the year. She didn’t get 
enough credit for how good she was last year until the end. I think they will be really good. For us 
matching up it is not hoping we play our best it is two teams with very different styles playing 
well. Cal with more talent, but Stanford has a more structured organized system.”

On a large rotation this year
One major difference will be toying with three majors bigs on the "oor at once. We have four All-
Americans in the post. I don’t think it will look like Stanford; we are trying to #nd ways to keep 
up the tempo. Our bigs are in even better shape. We have depth at the guard; you also want to be 
able to put in that rotation. We only have ten people on the roster; we can’t go 11. I think we will 
use all 10. But the core of eight or nine will look different.”

On playing twice in one week
“I think it is a good move, it is brand new for all of us, you got to be ready for it. I think it is 
interesting, I think we are going to have a very particular style and people are going to have to 
prepare for us. I think we have to see how it works it is just different. We are doing all kinds of 
things to say this is the way it is and it is great. “

On play at Duke 
“There are have and have not’s in women’s basketball. You have to be willing to play anyone 



anywhere. We know that type of game will prepare us for a Sweet 16 game. In a lot of ways it is a 
great opportunity for us.”

Linda Lappe, Colorado Women’s Basketball Head Coach

Opening statement
“Well we are excited to be here at the #rst Pac-12 media day. We are about two and half weeks 
into practice. We will be excited to start games.”

On becoming better at shooting and increasing the consistency of shots
“Well, repetition. We did things over the summer, a series of #tness standards in order to play 
and move forward. They had to get in a lot of shots over the summer. To be a good shooter it 
doesn’t take thousands and thousands of shots it takes time. To be consistent in form will lead to 
consistent shooters. Everyone’s form is more consistent. They may not make every shot, but if it’s 
close we can get better at that. We feel like as the season progresses we are going to become a 
better shooting team.”

On the new players coming in
Arielle Roberson is coming back for us; she is a red shirt freshman. Her and her brother [André 
Roberson] are very, very similar. She may not #nish with dunks, but she #nishes around the rim 
very well. She has a much better outside game than André. She worked a lot on her outside shot; 
we are really excited about her. Jamee Swan does some things that other teams cannot do. She 
is a strong physical presence. Lauren Huggins a deadeye three-point shooter. She has a pretty 
quick release and #nds the open gap.”

On the team’s balance on inside and outside shooting
“This year I think in order to win you have to be very good down the middle. We can score in a lot 
of different ways this year. We have multiple options this year instead of just going to Chucky 
[Jeffery]. We have some good shooters, especially Lexy [Kresl] with taking big shots. She has the 
potential to take that next step.”

Coming from Big 12 and the transition into the Pac-12
“The perception of the Pac-12 hasn’t always been the best, but I think it is changing. We had six 
schools that had Top 30 recruits last year, and that is something we are going to build on. I was 
very impressed with the level of the league and the players. It helped us heading into this year 
what we are going to have to face.”

On three things to work on
“ We want to cut down turnovers, getting to the free throw line and making more free throw and 
making easy shots. These things give you the con#dence, those three things are huge.”

Meagan Malcolm-Peck, Senior, Guard/Forward, Colorado

On being a host site for the NCAA Tournament



“Of course Chucky [Jeffery] and I have never been there before. We are focusing on the little 
details rather than focusing on the overall goal.”

On the struggle last year
“It was a completely different style of play. It is challenging going through the losses, but I think 
we learned a lot last year.”

On her focus this year
“I am focusing on leadership and communication, not focusing on myself.”

On her shooting struggles
“It was de#nitely mental and working on form to make sure that my release is the same and my 
form is better.” 

On having a young head coach
“She has been through it and she played at Colorado. It is a dream to play for someone whom 
you idolized when you were younger.”

On Head Coach Linda Lappe as a player
“We would go to summer camps that she worked. I just remember she would be diving on the 
"oor and had a lot of energy.”

On being a leader
“Every week we have a leadership meeting and we talk about issues and anything that I might be 
struggling with and getting the support that you need. I think it is something you can always 
improve on and stepping up into different roles as you grow.”

Paul Westhead, Oregon Women’s Basketball Head Coach

On Laura Stanulis
“A little background on Laura, she was an incoming freshman.  She was a walk-on player.  We 
kept her for the season, kept her for another season.  Now she is a senior leader of our team.  
What a story.  Didn’t know anybody, she stuck around and now she’s telling me what to do.  She 
represents women’s basketball at Oregon.  She’s really improved and she’s a hard working young 
woman.”

On recruiting to "t style of play
“Ideally, if you can #nd a 6’3” wing that can run up and down the court. It doesn’t work that 
way. We like people that can really shoot the ball, you want good athletes.”

On the team this year
“We’re an interesting team, we’re relatively inexperienced. We are a no star team. We’re all going 
to have to dig in, I like my players, we work hard. We went to Spain and went 4-0. I did get a 
good look at all of our players. We spread things around, every game we had a different player 
who stood out. We had only eight players, every player and everybody was happy. It was a good 
preview and a great experience.”



On a defensive focus
“We really work pretty hard on the defensive end. It’s easy to play drop back half court, but we 
are pressing for full court.”

On extra conditioning
“I’m not a big believer in doing extra things. I don’t do a lot of extra conditioning.”

On Liz Brenner
“Last year Amanda Johnson broke her thumb and I called Liz and she reported the next morning. 
It was over break and she was in Portland. She drove down Saturday and played on Monday. We 
threw her right in there and she knew what to do. She is a very instinctive player. From my 
knowledge she hasn’t picked a basketball since our last game last season. I expect her to show 
up the day after her last volleyball game, she’s a terri#c player and a terri#c athlete. I never saw 
anyone smile more than Liz Brenner. She might hit you, but she will smile. Last year I walked 
into the track coach’s of#ce and he told me I’ll give you any three of my track players for Liz 
Brenner. They were dead serious about getting Liz Brenner. She’s a smiling beautiful young 
lady.”

Scott Rueck, Oregon State Women’s Basketball Head Coach

Opening statement
“I love my team I’m excited about the year.  They are a great group of people.  This is our team, 
all the recruits from when I started.  They are a high functioning group already; the sky is the 
limit.  I think it’s a team that has the opportunity to reach its potential.”

On changing Oregon State’s basketball program
“Yes. I knew the conference.  I honestly didn’t think we could compete the #rst couple years.  I 
was pleasantly surprised we were able to compete very well.  We brought in #ve junior college 
transfers, we didn’t know how well they were going to adapt.  I was pleasantly surprised to see it 
work.  A year ago, I didn’t expect 20 wins, and this year the sky is the limit.  We have a big hole 
to #ll, I’m excited to see who is going to #ll that hole.”

On the importance of the "rst year and to continue to grow 
“We had the blessing of a big time player.  I know as a coach I had to gain the trust of the 
leader.  As soon as I got there, I told her this is going to be the greatest year in basketball in your 
life.  I cared about her loving the team and loving the game and loving the challenge.  She put us 
on her back.  That was the key.  This year’s team has two great examples of leaders.”

On using the size of the team this year
“I’m a post coach.  My job growing up was giving the ball to the bigs so I understand how vital 
they are to an offense.  I love the pieces we have on our team this year.  Using them together, 
we’ll see how that goes as we evolve.”

On how the football team has in#uence the basketball program
“It’s been great for the whole community.  Winning football teams help bring in more 
recruitment and brings swagger to the athletic department.”



Sage Indendi, Senior, Guard, Oregon State
On the teams cohesiveness
“We gel really well on and off the court.  They really put in time recruiting.  He [Scott Rueck] has 
a vision for us.  It’s exciting to see how much he is pushing us in practice.”

On the change in practices over the years
“So much coaching, a lot of fundamentals.  They had to teach everyone else the new techniques.  
The pace is so much faster.  The learning curve this year is much different.  We have put in a lot, 
we have been able to transition well.”

On Coach Rueck’s coaching style
“He cares about you as a person.  He looks for good people.  The chemistry is so important off 
the court and he has been able to transfer that on the court.”

On the decision to come to Oregon State
“I left fox and transferred to OSU just as a student.  It was a very long road.  They held a try out, 
I had to work my butt off to get on that team.”

Tara VanDerveer, Stanford Women’s Basketball Head Coach
Opening statement
“We’re very excited to be here and see everyone. We’ve lost a lot, but we’re getting a lot back. 
We’re really excited about our season and getting it going.”

On the injuries
“Mikaela [Ruef] has a little setback. Alex [Green] is not back yet; she’s working very hard. We 
expect her to come back for the Pac-12 play.”

On the use of Joslyn Tinkle on the court this year
“All of our players are versatile, she is our best three-point shooter. She is probably more 
comfortable playing at the "oor. It’s all on her; she is going to have to be physical. We’re doing a 
lot more two-player game. Our players are doing very well.”
 
On the improvement of Chiney Ogwumike
“She is a warrior, she will battle. I think our challenge is when Chiney is taking a perimeter shot. 
We need to focus on rebounds.”

On being the number one pick in the preseason Pac-12 coaches poll
“I don’t worry about everyone else. I could not name anyone else’s starting lineup. I am just so 
focused on our team. I don’t look at the preseason rankings because it’s irrelevant to me. I have 
a lot of respect for all the players and coaches in our league. Everyone has really talented 
players, but I am sitting next to the best player in the league [Chiney]. I am always a wreck at 
this point because we are continually adjusting to losing players from the year before. We just 
have to come out and compete. We’re ready for it.”

On the added TV exposure



“People are excited, we are excited. More TV, great for the kids coming from far away so that 
their parents can see them play. We’re excited other teams are gaining exposure in our 
conference. We’re excited the network is going to show all these great teams and players. It 
doesn’t affect us in a negative way. We are rooting for other teams in the preseason, it’s a great 
conference.”

Chiney Ogwumike, Junior, Forward, Stanford
On play with Nneka Ogwumike
“Yes, it was great playing with Nneka. I have to be wiser this year. I have to realize it’s more 
advantageous for me to stay on the court.”

On playing in three-on-three tournament this summer
“It was great for two reason. One, playing with Skylar [Diggins] and Bria [Hartley] I learned that I 
could compete with both of them.  Two, the amount of possessions are limited; you have to be 
smart with the ball. It taught me a lot. It was a holistic experience. Being able to represent for 
the west was a fun experience.”

On feeling the weight of Nneka being gone
“We enjoy when we’re together, but when we are separate we keep in touch. Right now we’re 
thriving in the moment. With Nneka leaving I have to work that much harder. I look at it as an 
opportunity for myself. I am excited for this challenge. We want to have strong character as a 
team.”

On being an interior power for Stanford
“I will be wherever Tara [VanDerveer] wants me to be. I look to be comfortable everywhere. I just 
have to be smart reading plays and being ef#cient for my team.”

Cori Close, UCLA Women’s Basketball Head Coach
Opening statement
“I feel very privileged to be part of so much excitement in the Pac-12.  We have some pieces 
where we believe we can compete in this Conference.  I am excited to make a big splash in the 
Pac-12.”

On making the team work
“Consistently af#rming what their strengths are, for them to know what their strengths are and 
applying them. Team always come #rst, bring your strengths to the court.”

On Markel Walker
“Markel [Walker] is one of the smartest players I have had in my coaching tenure.  She is 
watching certain things people aren’t.  She is one of the rebounders in the country.  It is her IQ 
that allows her to do this.  You watch her long enough, its not tough to see that she is one of the 
smartest player on the "oor.”

On the game model this year



“We are going to be a lot taller this year than last.  We are implementing a spread offense this 
year that is going to be our advantage.  We are going to spread the "oor out.  We are going to do 
a lot of movement away from the ball.  We have a lot of size this year that we didn’t have in the 
best. Alyssa Brewer brings a versatile athlete to our program.  She brings a force down low, but 
she is a great passer.  She is extremely versatile. Corrine Costa is playing at a different level. Our 
improvement on the line has allowed us to be a better team.”

On Jasmine Dixon
She is about 75 percent, she’s getting there. She is so crafty, she uses her body to be a power 
player. She is a creative player. During the injury she worked on her form shooting. She’s a better 
shooter than she was before. She can hit that 12-17 foot jumper. She has a new dimension.  She 
still has a great craftiness around the rim.  Her biggest thing, she loves to compete.  She brings 
competitiveness to our team that is immeasurable.”

On what the team works for
“Focusing on the things you can control.  I couldn’t control all the injuries.  How can we control 
the little things?  We spent every week talking about the bottom level of Coach Wooden’s triangle 
of success.  We want to play for what UCLA and for what Coach Wooden stood for. As a coach, it 
was really wonderful to see new players step up. I fell like a proud parent watching young women 
become more mature.
Coach wooden talked about the process not the product.  The product will take care of itself if 
you focus on the process. Basketball gave us an opportunity to change from the inside out.  
Some wins last year happened cause of what we had on the inside.  This year we continue to 
focus on the inside and the wins will take care of itself.”

On Alyssa Brewer and Markel Walker
“Alyssa Brewer has become a leader.  It is very rare for a red shirt with one year of eligibility left 
to come back and become a leader.  She is a smooth player rather than a power player.  A lot of 
the offense goes through Alyssa and Markel.  It’s unusual that your two tallest players are your 
best passers.”

On Cal and Stanford
“Stanford has earned their respect.  Cal has done an excellent job.  We gained some con#dence 
last year when we split with Cal.  Our players’ mentality has been to be a good learner.  During 
those lapses last year, they made us paid for it.  We have to grow in those areas.  They are 
de#nitely one and two.  They are different styles of play.  Its going to be fun how we matchup 
against one another.”

Michael Cooper, USC Women’s Basketball Head Coach
Opening statement
“First of all its such a pleasure to be here. I think this is a great day for the Pac-12 Conference 
and opportunity of our Conference to be seen in a bigger light, be not hidden anymore. For 
recruiting purposes this is going to be great to recruit kids in the Northwest and South, East part 
of the country. Now they have the opportunity to see us for 66 games. We are so proud and 
honored to be here and be apart of such a great event.”

On the freshman class



“I am expecting for them to play like seniors on their #rst day those are the type of kids that 
understand winning championships. Brianna Berrit can get to the basket and create havoc. 
Destiny Gibbs from Georgia, she is a mid range shooter, something we haven’t had. Starting back 
quarters are going to be two freshmen. The creativity we can create on offense and defense with 
healthy bodies, those kids are going to be big for us.”

On conference title
“This is the #rst year where Stanford is going to have to look over their shoulder. There are some 
teams on the rise. I think whoever wins the Conference title may have one or two losses this 
year.”

On players who graduated
“They laid the foundation for where we want to go. We are right there and all the hard work for all 
those young ladies, has helped us kick the door down.” 

On rivalry games
“It brings fans out. Stanford, Cal, our whole conference is a rivalry game.”

Christina Marinacci, Senior, Forward, USC
On going into sports journalism
“Beth came to one of our camps and I never thought about it. I thought that it would be great to 
stay involved in sports and it gave a new light having a career based off athletics. Having to study 
sports as a career doesn’t seem like work to me.  It just seems like a fun job to pursue. It is 
tough because companies are looking for students with internship experience, and with my 
school and basketball load I can’t. I have had experience doing sideline for our football team. I’d 
enjoy doing sideline or an analyst, anything like that.”

On not making the tournament last year
“Waiting to see your name pop up and then not seeing your name pop up is the most crushing 
experience. To not have the work pay off, it is really easy to forget when things get hard at 
practice. It is easy to overlook every day because you are tired. For me it is the drive that pushes 
me through the tough practices. It is a powerful feeling taking you into your senior year. Moving 
forward I feel good about how much work we put in.”

On players graduating

“We just took down the name plaque of Jackie’s it was 2004 to present. I think Brie is wearing 
Jackie’s number this year which is weird. It is a part of life. We need a change and I am looking 
forward to starting something new on my last year.” 

On the USC/UCLA rivalry

“I think it always will be there. I feel like I have had a lot of rivalries since I had been at USC. It 
is also fun and it is a part of the game, but you de#nitely have more rivalries than just UCLA.”

Anthony Levrets, Utah Women’s Basketball Head Coach

Opening statement



“We’re excited about the season.  After the #rst year in the Pac-12 we feel like we are in a good 
position physically.  We have a chance to be a very good basketball team.”

On the Conference looking at Utah as a competitor
“It has been nice to be a part of it.  We went through so much.  Taryn is our most improved 
player coming off of last year where she had a major shoulder surgery.”

On the depth around Taryn Wicijowski
“Not a ton of depth, we have some young people who are going to play. We have much more 
depth at the guard position.  We have a freshman that we really like, Demi Rodriguez. We had 
some players coming back off of major injuries from last year. Rodriguez played the whole season 
with a torn rotator cuff.  She is back to her old self.”

On the biggest challenges from last year
“Multiple injuries. It was hard and you can’t prepare for it. Right when we adjusted our team 
after one injury, another injury would follow. Last year was the proudest I’ve ever been of a team 
because we accomplished so much given the circumstances.”

On the Conference
“The depth of the league is really good, the depth of the players, is deep.  You are learning every 
day.  The familiarity of prep is new, I had to adjust.  It was a fresh start.  It changes your mind.  
Its fun, I like looking for a challenge. We are the eighth winningest program in the history of the 
NCAA.  Hopefully the injuries from last year don’t carry over.  We have a great team this year.”

Kevin McGuff, Washington Women’s Basketball Head Coach
Opening statement
“We’re really happy to be here and excited for the season. We will look completely different on 
offense. We really embraced who we were last year because of the style of play. We graduated 
three post players. We will be much more perimeter oriented. We will drive the ball aggressively 
and shoot three’s.”

On the team’s identity
“I discovered last year, we didn’t know what the team was good at and how we were going to win. 
I wanted to give this team an identity. It gives the program direction. The second thing, I give 
every player three goals every game, for bench players and starters. It helped change the 
culture.”

On impressions of the Pac-12 Conference
“It is at a much higher level than the rest of the country thinks.  A lot of great players.  talented 
players.  You have to prepare for every game.  The parody is great in this conference.  There is 
not an easy win.  We are a conference on the rise.”

On the defensive emphasis
“We really stood out on the defensive end last year and this year we need an offensive identity.  
In the future, you will see our post players be more versatile.”

On the Pac-12 Tournament being in Seattle



“Seattle is an awesome basketball town.  Its great motivation, hopefully we can get some fans to 
get out there and hopefully we can a great home court advantage.”

On the change in the team
“I think we have a pretty good handle on the league.  I’m not anticipating a big change from a 
year ago in terms of surprises.”

Kristi Kingma, RS Senior, Guard/Forward, Washington
On the change into Coach McGuff’s style
“We tried to embrace it as a group.  We realized that this coaching staff has our best interests in 
their minds.  It makes us want to play harder as a team.  They are going to #ght for us so we are 
going to #ght for them.”

On the change in the program
“I knew this program had the opportunities to do great things.  I am thankful for what I did with 
Coach Jackson, but excited for the future.  After my ACL tear, I have learned how bad I want to 
be out there on the court.  I feel so blessed to be playing for a coach who will #ght for me.  I 
think UW couldn’t have made a better hire. Being on the sidelines, I have learned to take a more 
leadership role and analytical style of play.”

On the style of play
“Our style of play is going to be a lot different this year.  Jazmine [Davis} is a great point guard.  
We will spread the ball around and run up and down the court.”

June Daugherty, Washington State Women’s Basketball Head Coach
On the returning players
“Last year we had the great fortune of going to post season in the Pac-12 Tournament and ended 
up in third place. The core of that group is back. Katie Grad is one of our seniors, Carly Noyes 
and we’ve got Ireti Amojo, which is great news for anybody that has seen us. She is by far the 
best jump shooter in their league. Unfortunately, we lost her right after preseason last year due to 
a tear in her ACL, but she’s back and she’s stroking it. Kate and Ireti were actually high school 
classmates and they’re back together and its great to have them out there. They’re also providing 
great leadership which is so pivotal in building on the third place #nish we had in the 
tournament last year.” 

On the new players
“When you are talking about new faces don’t forget about the face you saw just brie"y was Tia 
Presley who was our starting point guard last year She was the all-time scoring leader at GSL 
before coming to Washington State. We lost Tia halfway through Pac-12’s last year and she’s 
back. That foot is healed and she’s promise its going to stay solid. Newcomers, six of them. Gosh 
what have we done. I don’t know how many times I’ve repeated myself, but one of the biggest 
things we talked about in recruiting last year is that the Pac-12 Enterprises is coming and as a 
freshman you have a chance to be apart of this.”

On the new class all being from out-of-state



“This is the #rst time in my coaching that we’ve brought in all out of state players. We could 
bring them to the campus, see a world class education and they always said but can we see them 
and now we can say they can with the Pac-12 Networks. We are in New Mexico in the #rst time 
for recruiting and now we’re back in Minnesota. Added to the class are two kids from the islands 
[Hawaiian Islands]. From the big island, Dawnyelle Awa is a point guard and her mom is one of 
the most phenomenal high school coaches. Dawnyelle is a very, very gifted point guard who now 
only see the "oor, but has amazing pass skills. Lia Gladeira I think some of you guys have kinda 
of heard about her. She’s one of those kids that are hard to see she’s one of the top ten percent 
athletically in women’s basketball. She’s very, very gifted, a tremendous passer and scorer. She’s 
learning to play defense at this level. I think she’s somebody that all said and done in four years 
will be someone fantastic for us.”

On building off of last year’s ending
“First time Washington State has ever enjoyed something that was whole season success wise. 
What I saw immediately was that they were excited to get back in the gym in the spring then the 
carry of that in the spring to the summer where the weight coach has them and we don’t. When 
we came back in fall camp I think it was the biggest improvement in strength and skill level I’ve 
ever seen in 30 years of coaching. To me its being there, they had that taste of what its like and 
they liked it. Then we got to beat USC on their "oor, then we got to go to the Staples Center and 
we had never been there. We kept the team there even though we lost to Cal in the semi#nals, 
we wanted the team to see the #nals and to see themselves get there.”

On the non conference schedule
“Its been that way for awhile. We play the best because we want to get this program to be a 
championship program. Last year we started, we went to Ohio State, Penn State and the Virgin 
Islands. Then we came home with Louisville and Gonzaga and came out 6-6 with a 30 RPI. We 
then stepped on the "oor at the Oregon and Oregon State series and we won them both. Then 
unfortunately for us we had the injuries, but to give these guys credit they kept believing and 
pushing and we were able to turn it around at the end and end up with that third place #nish [at 
the Pac-12 Tournament]. We’re always going to challenge ourselves in the Pac-12. I believe that 
if you have the privilege to play in this league you have to schedule nationally and hopefully get 
them back at your place as well. Ohio State is coming to Pullman this year. We’ve always done it 
and we always will play the best to be the best and put ourselves int he best situation. To be a 
Pac-12 coach you put yourself in the situation for the NCAA’s.”

On the competitive nature of this team
“Our practices have been extremely competitive and its everything you want. My job is to go out 
and recruit a better player than is already there and every year we do that. The practices have 
been very competitive and I look back to the last time we won a championship as a coaching 
staff and went to the NCAA tournament for the elite eight, but I look back on that and re"ect on 
this team now. This team is similar in a lot of ways a lot of upper classmen and a lot of good 
leadership and then you have their leadership and six new freshman who are very very talented. A 
lot of people haven’t seen these kids, but they’re going to see them and be sorry they missed 
them.”

On changing the program at Washington State
“The #rst year when I signed the contract to coach here I had seven student-athletes on 
scholarship, two were players, so that was bad, but I knew that going in. I coached against them 
going in on the other side of the state. I knew it going in, but I also knew its a great academic 
school so many positives in a small town. There are enough kids going around in the recruiting 



world to get four or #ve each year and we were going to be ok. Three years ago I felt that we have 
enough players in our program with our style to get the big programs to come play us and get our 
program really going.”

Katie Grad, RS Senior, Guard, Washington State
On the competition during practice
“They just introduced to us a new drill called the gut drill, which can kind of speak for itself. The 
red and white squad are intermingled everyday and I think it helps us drastically. The 
competition is great, people are going at it, we’ve had a few broken noses, people out for a 
couple minutes here and there. It is great to see its not great for our practice squad because 
they’re getting beat up, but I look forward to seeing who I play with and against everyday.”

On the building of the program
“I think a little bit is a con#dence issue when I came in as a freshman I came in with a big class 
of seven. Initially it was a building year, there were times we got beat pretty bad, no discredit to 
us. We had a rough time, now its not like that we didn’t walk in big games last year scared. We 
didn’t go to Ohio State scared of anything. We know now we can #nish those games this year. We 
won’t be that team down by #ve points with 30 seconds to go and fouling to win. We’ll be the 
team that’s up. Having the freshmen buy in to the program and the tournament round, we’re 
ready to see the progression pan out. People are ready to win we’ve put in the time and the work 
in. We’re in better shape than we’ve ever been in my #ve years. I think people are eager to get 
the season started and get the game going.”

On Coach June’s positivity
“There are times when people have been down in the dumps and we need her to bring us up. 
She always says you have an opportunity other people don’t have and you need to make the best 
of it. That’s one of the things I’ve learned going through a bad injury. We’re out here doing 
something everyday we love. My freshman and sophomore years that’s something we needed. Its 
a domino effect, once Coach June does it then the next person spreads it and it gets to the team. 
I think its essential to winning and to being successful.”


