
November 14, 2009 
Arizona vs. Iona 
Coach Niya Butts Postgame 
 
Opening statement… 
I’m happy to come out with the win. Iona gave us a tough game, they outplayed us in the 
second half, but I’m proud of our bunch for pulling it out. We could have easily shut 
down and lost this game, but we fought and we deserved to win. 
 
On the feeling on the bench when Iona started their comeback… 
We knew they’d make a run. They’re a well coached team and they play well and they 
play hard together. Basketball is a game of runs. We knew that was going to happen, but 
what we didn’t do well was answer their run. We got back on our heels and I think we 
were a little hesitant in the second half. 
 
On the difference between halves… 
The first half we were a little more confident. In the second half, we played not to lose, 
and we allowed them to come back on us. 
 
On the ‘tangibles’ of the game… 
We gave up 25 offensive rebounds, that’s about as tangible as you can get. We’ve got to 
fix that. We can’t allow someone to get 25 offensive rebounds on us. But we did some 
other things to offset it for us tonight. But if we continue to do that, we won’t come out 
with victories in the rest of the season. 
 
On containing Anna McLean… 
I don’t want to take anything away from her. She was an absolute animal on the boards. 
She killed us in the paint. To take something away from her is to say that our girls didn’t 
play well. We couldn’t do anything with her. We’ve got to get better defensively, that’s 
all that is. She worked us over down low and we needed help. We weren’t setting our 
feet, we weren’t getting back sometimes in transition and so she just exposed all of our 
weaknesses. We’re going to use this film once we get back to show the things we can get 
better at. 
 
On the shooting percentage in the second half… 
We made it a point to let (the team) know that we were 6-12 for three-pointers at half. 
But good things like that don’t last always, so we can’t live and die by the three-pointer. 
We didn’t get to the free throw line as much as I wanted to, but we did a decent job. We 
need to do a better job of taking care of the things we need to take care of. 
 
On the Ify Ibekwe’s attempt to lead by example… 
I think at times she pressed it a little bit. She got a couple turnovers early in the first half. 
She’s got to do a better job (in the second half), but she settled down a bit but she ended 
up with 22 rebounds so we certainly needed her to do that for us. 
 
On Davellyn Whyte’s performance… 



There were several times I was shaking my head on the bench as a coach because I enjoy 
watching her play. She just has a great feel for the game. She does make mistakes out 
there, but she’s really coachable. She understands where the openings are and we’re just 
happy that she made the trip to New York because certainly, without her 27, we may be 
seeing a different story. 
 
On the feeling of being 1-0 vs. the feeling of how much work is needed… 
When you’re playing in a situation like we are where you have two games back-to-back, 
right now we’re not jumping on anything but the victory. We’re happy to win it, and 
we’ll put this behind us until we get back to Tucson and can address it. 



November 14, 2009 
Arizona vs. Iona 
Player Quotes 
 
No. 0 Davellyn Whyte 
 
On her first game as a Wildcat… 
It went really good tonight. I had a lot of energy and that travelled over (to the court). My 
adrenaline was kind of high and it was taking me for a while. 
 
On Iona’s second half… 
We let them back in the game, and we could have let them take over. But we still had the 
Arizona mentality and we got the win. 
 
On Coach Butts’ speeches before overtime and at half… 
For overtime, she said (the score) was 0-0. Go get the win. At half, she said that they 
were a good team, so don’t think that they’re going to let up. They are going to try to 
come back and we needed to respond to that. 
 
On the defense’s containment of Iona’s leading scorer, Anna McLean… 
We just needed to talk and be in the right position. Fatigue took over and the crowd got 
into it a little bit. But once we got it back, we were able to stop her a little bit more. 


