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Arizona Coach’s Quotes 
 
Niya Butts – Arizona Women’s Basketball Head Coach 
 
On tonight’s performance: 
“I saw a team that responded to a challenge.  I challenged them to make plays, I 
challenged them to make shots, I challenged them to play defense and they did that.  I 
was pretty pleased with our effort.” 
 
“I thought 40 minutes was too much to expect from them.  So I just wanted them to play 
four minutes at a time and led the media (timeouts) help us out.” 
 
On Ashley Frazier: 
“I thought Ashley did a much better job of running the team,  Some times she did stuff a 
little outside of herself but she just needs to slow down and she’ll be OK.” 
 
On the focus of tonight’s game: 
“In shoot-around we challenged them to finish their shots.  We haven’t been making open 
shots and I think tonight we did a much better job of that.” 
 
On things still needing improvement: 
“Consistency is what we’re looking for and we haven’t found that yet. Overall I was 
pretty pleased with our defense but we do need to work on our one on one containment 
some more.” 
 
On the game crowd on Election Tuesday: 
“Our kids went out there and played.  I told them I don’t care if there’s one person or 10 
people in the gym.  I know Election Day is a big day for a lot of people, but when we 
return home from Hawaii I expect those people (who weren’t in attendance) to redeem 
themselves.” 
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Reiko Thomas - #25, Arizona Freshman Guard 
 
 “I felt that we did a good job in transition and getting the ball up the court tonight.” 
 
“It was our first game against a national opponent and I enjoyed myself a ton.  I look 
forward to more games like that.” 
 
“I think we improved defensively and worked really hard to play 40 minutes today.” 
  
“As guards, we need to take care of the ball more.  We had a lot of turnovers and 
telegraphed our passes and we need to work on that.” 
 
On road trip to Hawaii: 
“The teams we’re playing are all Division-I schools and are going to look to come after 
us like we’re going to come after them.  I look forward to playing top-notch teams.” 
 
On Head Coach Niya Butts: 
“She’s going to be on you for every little thing but that’s what we’re going to need to get 
better.” 
 
Amina Njonku - #32, Arizona Senior Forward 
 
“The main thing Coach Butts told us was to execute our offense and I think we did that.  
When we convert shots (at the beginning) it helps to carry us through the rest of the 
game.” 
 
On things the team must work on: 
“We need to still work to execute and take time on shots.  Sometimes we got wide open 
shots and rushed them and missed.”  
 
On playing first game since last season: 
“I didn’t realize how fun it was until I stepped out there on the court.  I just went out and 
looked at it like any other day and played and that worked well for me.” 
 
On playing with many new faces: 
“Sometimes I was turning my head and expecting to see Ashley Whisenhunt (from last 
year’s team) and instead I was seeing Ashley Frazier.  So I was like ‘OK, let’s go, 
Ashley’ and I was fine after that.” 


