
Arizona Women’s Basketball vs. UCLA 
January 17, 2009 
Coach Niya Butts Quotes 
 
“Obviously another disappointing outcome tonight, but when you shoot 23% from the 
field, it’s very difficult to win a game. Our defense held UCLA to 48 points, which gives 
you a great opportunity to win, but we didn’t help ourselves out on the offensive end. It’s 
just a matter of putting the ball in the basket.” 
 
On the poor free throw performance: 
“Free throws are free. When you have the right focus and drive, you’ll hit your free 
throws. If we’re going to shoot 28% from the field, we have to knock down our free 
throws. We have to be a better free throw shooting team.” 
 
On the effort of Sarah Hayes: 
“Sarah gave us a tremendous boost tonight. I was extremely proud of her effort. She 
hustled for us and brought out a lot of energy. I can’t say enough about her performance, 
especially given the circumstances.” 
 
On Reiko Thomas’ injury status: 
“She’s still day to day. We certainly hope to have her back by ASU. We missed her a lot 
tonight. The last couple of games she’s put up double digits, and we definitely could have 
used her scoring tonight. We needed another body out there tonight, another body 
attacking the basket and helping out defensively.” 



UCLA vs. Arizona 
McKale Center 
1-17-09 
 
UCLA head coach Nikki Caldwell 
 
Overall thoughts on the game 
 
“Obviously neither team shot the ball well. I thought both teams were hungry and played 
with great intensity. We got good play from (Doreena) Campbell and (Darxia) Morris. 
For us we need to take care of the ball. We had so many empty possessions with 
turnovers.” 
 
On holding Arizona to two field goals in the second half 
 
“We went with a match up zone and switched up the press to try to throw them off. With 
the 1-2-2 press, it’s effective because we want to delay the shot clock, but Arizona got a 
lot of offensive rebounds. We challenged the players to finish the play with a defensive 
rebound.” 
 
Thoughts on Arizona sophomore forward Ify Ibekwe 
 
“Ify is a great player, no questions about it. She is a great competitor and has great length, 
battles on every possession and puts the team first, which is what I like. When we were 
guarding her we said we had to have assistance and keep her off the boards. Right now, 
Ify is a first-team All-Pac-10.” 
 
Thoughts on UCLA 
 
“We want to be known as a team who plays hard and solid defense. Things we need to 
work on are finishing each possession with a rebound and not turning the ball over as 
much.”   
 
 
 
   
 
 
 



Arizona Women’s Basketball 
Arizona vs. UCLA 
1-17-09 
Arizona Player Quotes 
 
#3 Ify Ibekwe 
“We were doing what we were supposed to do today, but we weren’t able to make our shots. We broke through 
the press, ran the ball, but we couldn’t do it.” 
 
On any frustration that comes from the defensive attention she receives 
“I’m used to being heavily defended, especially since Pac-10 play has started. It doesn’t frustrate me, but I need 
to find a way to work around it.” 
 
#32 Amina Njonkou 
“I did play well tonight, better than the past few games, but the loss still is hard on all of us. We played good 
defense, got our rebounds, broke the press, but we couldn’t execute. It is very frustrating.” 
 
On the week of preparation for the next game against Arizona State on January 24 
“The extra two days between this game and next week’s (against ASU) will help us get better. It’s up to us to 
use those days to our advantage, because it’s not fun to be 0-6 in conference. The coaches are great at helping 
us get ready, but it’s up to us when it comes time to play the game.” 


