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Arizona Head Coach Niya Butts 
 
Overall thoughts on the game 
 
“We need someone to knock down shots. Does anybody have any eligibility left? I 
thought we did a nice job defensively. Fortunately they shot worse than we did. We need 
to make our shots, especially when they are open. Plus we need to continue taking care of 
the basketball.” 
 
“I thought we had some good looks that just didn’t go in. I always tell the team some 
nights the offense won’t be there, but that is why you play hard defense and rebound the 
basketball. Anytime you get a W you’ll take. We still need to improve.” 
 
“I thought our focus was not where I would like it to be during warm-ups. They came out 
and surprised me by executing the game plan and doing what we talked about, like who 
could we help on and who we couldn’t help on.” 
 
Thoughts on Ify’s performance  
 
“I was not surprised with Ify’s performance. That right there is will, sure will, heart and 
effort. That is the kind of game Ify can have every time she steps on the court.” 
 
Thoughts on Texas A & M 
 
“A & M is going to come in here ready to play. They will be aggressive and will attack 
the basket. We need to come execute the game plan to give us a chance to win. We are 
not looking at this game any differently.” 
 
“The turn around is what it is. We are not complaining about it. We are just going out to 
play. That is now the schedule is made. A & M is not going to call and ask to reschedule, 
nor will they feel sorry for us.” 
 
Attendance 
 
“I thought the crowd was good. I heard the fans so I like that. The fans were getting on 
the officials, so it was nice that someone other than me was getting on them. The fans are 
great. I encourage more fans to come out and watch us play Texas A & M on Tuesday 
night.”  
 
 
  
 



Arizona freshman guard Reiko Thomas 
 
Overall thoughts on the game 
 
“We did a lot better defending and our offense was really good. Coach and my teammates 
tell me to keep my head up and do not get mad. 
 
On having a lot of scoring responsibility as a freshman 
 
“During today’s game I felt no pressure. In the first half, I didn’t get a lot of touches, but 
then I moved to the (point guard) spot and I got some more chances to score. 
 
On Texas A&M 
 
“Tuesday will be a big game. We were picked #10 in the Pac-10 and Texas A&M is 
ranked #7 in the country. We are the underdogs for sure. Our offense and defense will 
have to be good for Tuesday’s matchup. Tuesday is going to be intense and we have to 
make sure we play at our tempo.” 
 
Arizona sophomore forward Ify Ibekwe 
 
Overall thoughts 
 
“We played very well and we were able to contain number 33 really well. I didn’t know 
that I had 19 rebounds. I would like to keep that up throughout the entire year.” 
 
On the strong first half start 
 
“The key to the first half was defense and we limited our turnovers.” 
 
About Texas A&M 
 
“I am excited for Tuesday’s game. We have to come out with confidence. We just 
received their scouting reports. I noticed that their guard leads the team in rebounds, so 
we are going to need to box out and get opportunities off the glass. 
 
UC Santa Barbara head coach Lindsay Gottlieb 
 
Overall thoughts on the game 
 
“I am very disappointed with how we played tonight. I thought we came out very 
tentative. We were scared. It doesn’t matter who we play, Pac-10, SEC or anybody else, 
we can’t be scare of our opponent. We did a better job in the second half, but I thought 
we started the game very slow and that lost it for us.” 
 
 



On the team’s defensive performance 
 
“Defensively I thought we were very solid. Holding Arizona to 23 points in the first half 
is very good. With a total like that, you usually head into the locker room with the lead. 
Obviously, that wasn’t the case today, but overall we played very well defensively.” 
 
Looking ahead 
 
“The road doesn’t get any easier. We have USC, Nevada, Gonzaga, all good teams that 
we have to get ready for. The girls are going to have a nice Thanksgiving, spend it with 
their families, and then we have to get ready to play again.” 


