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Coach Quotes 
 
Arizona Coach Niya Butts Quotes 
 
On the shooting troubles: 
“Of course it doesn’t help to shoot 28%. Any time you hold a team to 56 points, you’re 
giving yourself a chance to win the ball game, but when you only score 46 points you’re 
throwing that opportunity away. We were missing open shots and even open lay ups, 
nullifying all our work and aggressiveness on the defensive end.” 
 
On preparation for Stanford: 
“We’re going to come back tomorrow and get our starters some rest. We’ll do a lot of 
film tomorrow, because it’s such a quick turn around. We have to bear down and keep 
Stanford off the boards. They’re a well coached team. They’re a great team who has been 
playing together for a long time. They’re a veteran team who knows how to finish games, 
so we’re going to have to come out and play our hearts out on Sunday.” 
 
On the injuries affecting the Pac-10 season: 
“I think it’s just like the other games we’ve played. We know it coming in, so nothing’s 
really changed.” 
 
 
California Coach Joanne Boyle 
 
“I would just like to give credit to Arizona. Niya had them really prepared. They’re going 
to beat up on some teams this year. They’re playing with some new energy. They did a 
really good job on the boards.” 
 
On Ashley Walker’s ability to knock down the mid-range jumper: 
“It’s huge for us this year. We need her to able to step out and extend the defense a little. 
I think a lot of teams are going to clog the middle against us, so it’s huge for Ashley to be 
able to step out and extend the defense for us. She’s getting some more conditioning, 
which will translate into more minutes in the future. She’s been hitting that jumper all 
year. She’s been working so hard, always practicing her jump shot.” 
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Arizona Player Quotes 
 
#3 Ify Ibekwe – Sophomore Forward 
 
On game: 
“I think their game plan was to not let me and Amina (Njonkou) get the ball.  They were 
doubling up the posts fast as soon as we got the ball.” 
 
“We did good defensively in the first half, not so much in the second half.  On offense we 
had our opportunities; we just didn’t do anything with them.  We make our shots in 
practice and we just need to learn to carry it into the game.” 
 
On moving forward: 
“We should just take this game and roll with it.  They were an elite team and we played at 
their level.  We just need to stay together as a team.” 
 
On Ashley Walker and California team: 
“I think Ashley is the best post player we have seen all year but I don’t know if they are 
the best team we have seen. So yes and no this is the best team we have seen.” 
 
#25 Reiko Thomas – Freshman Guard 
 
On game: 
“We weren’t shooting a very high percentage coming in the game so they sagged off on 
the perimeter and focused on shutting down Ify and Amina.  That just caused chaos out 
there for us.” 
 
“We did a good job in the first half but not so much in the second half.  On offense we 
need to work on our rebounding and we’re taking bad shots or forcing shots or taking 
good shots and they are just not falling.” 
 
On Casey Morris: 
“I played against her in high school on the AAU circuit.  I knew she was one of the top 
players in the country coming in to college.  She has it all and she’s just a solid player.” 


