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Arizona Quotes 
 
Head Coach Niya Butts 
 
“First of all, I just want to say how proud I am of the team for fighting back.  We fought 
back in the second half.  We calmed down.  We had a balanced attack throughout the 
game. I like how we came out.  We are certainly on the right road.” 
 
On making adjustments: 
“We were getting confused.  I think fatigued and nerves set it.  But that’s no excuse; they 
(Fort Lewis) are a solid team.  We calmed down on defense.” 
 
“Everybody first off did a good job.  The first five who started all had double figures. 
Brooke Jackson did a wonderful job in her first outing.  You can’t beat that from the 
perimeter.” 
 
On the returners: 
“Tasha (Dickey) brought energy.  She got steals defensively.  Ify Ibekwe played 24 
minutes and went 11 of 14.  She was productive.  Our team only had 32 field goals and 
we had 20 assists.  That’s a team that wants to win.” 
 
Playing up tempo: 
We expect to turn the ball over some, playing up tempo. I thought you saw a different 
team.  They are attacking like I want them to.” 
 
Guards: 
“They have given us a lot of versatility.  They are vocal and want to play and want to 
win.  Ify (Ibekwe) even ran the point and I wasn’t going to stop her.  At one point I think 
three of our bigs were out there at the same time.  We are that versatile this year.” 
 
“Brooke (Jackson) can shoot.  I like how she’s just not a shooter, she’s a basketball 
player.”  
 
Things to improve on: 
“We need to do better gelling together. We need to work on playing well when we are 
fatigued and just finishing plays, like those little chippies.” 
 
#12 Brooke Jackson – Junior Guard 
 
On game: 
“It was so much fun being able to play together as a whole team.  We have had a couple 
injuries so far and haven’t really had a chance to play together as a family unit so tonight 
was awesome.” 



 
On the up-tempo offense: 
“I love it.  It’s the only way to play in my opinion.  They tried to slow us down there for a 
while and it worked and we sort of played at the level they wanted us to play.  But by the 
end we picked it back up to get to our tempo of offense.” 
 
#3 Ify Ibekwe – Junior Forward 
 
On the new faces on the team: 
“It’s so different now but it’s just good to know that we have Brooke (Jackson) and Dav 
(Davellyn Whyte) who can shoot the ball and Jen (Jennifer Kioa) and Soana (Lucet) who 
can play in the post.  It takes a lot off of me this year and it’s just a much different 
atmosphere and that’s what we needed.” 
 
On helping the team while in early foul trouble: 
“It obviously affected me because I wasn’t in the game but I knew I was going to be able 
to get out there in the second half.  During the timeouts or deadballs I was just trying to 
tell the team what to do and where to focus and just help out any way I could though.” 


