
Arizona Women’s Basketball vs. Stanford University 
January 4, 2009  
McKale Center 
Arizona Coach Quotes: 
 
Niya Butts – Arizona Head Coach 
 
On game: 
“Let me say that we didn’t get the result we wanted out there but there were a lot of good 
things that were done.  We had a stretch there for about 10 or 15 minutes in the second 
half where we were the non-aggressor and that really hurt us.  They made a big run on us 
and we had a to claw back to make it a game.” 
 
On scoring stretch towards end of the game: 
“Sometimes when your back is against the wall you tend to fight a little harder.  But 
we’re trying to get them to do that earlier in the game.  You know, we want them to be 
playing that hard when its 0-0 out there and keep it up.  We moved to the press and it 
helped our energy and I probably should have done that earlier in the game.” 
 
On free throws: 
“We haven’t shot this poorly from the line in a game all season.  We lost by nine and 
missed what 11 or nine free throws?” 
 
On technical foul on Ashley Frazier: 
“I would like to have some of that energy used to sprint the floor and be a little more 
physical with them.  (The players) allowed their emotion to take over and we can’t do 
that.  We have to take control.  We could have used that energy to being more physical 
with them.” 
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Stanford Head Coach Tara Vanderveer 
 
Opening Statement 
“I thought our team came out great and got off to a fast start. We had a big lead in the 
second half, but Arizona came back. I’m disappointed that we couldn’t keep the pressure 
on. We were able to make some key jumpers, but would have liked to get the free throw 
line more.” 
 
On big run towards the end 
“I think we let up and they became more aggressive than we were. That’s basketball 
though. It’s a game of spurts. 
 
On physical game  
“I didn’t think it was physical at all. From our standpoint, we’ve been in some games that 
were a lot more physical. I thought Arizona competed hard and they have some great 
athletes.” 
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McKale Center 
Arizona Player Quotes: 
 
#32 Amina Njonkou – Senior Forward 
 
On game: 
“We didn’t play hard for 40 minutes but we did play a lot of minutes that were good.  We 
kind of put our heads down there when they were up by almost thirty and told ourselves it 
was over.  But coach said it was a game and you have to play your hardest to end and I 
think we played a lot better after that.” 
 
“This is definitely a game we’re going to learn from.  We have to play hard for 40 
minutes.  We can’t just play hard for five minutes and not hard for the next 10.  We have 
to play the whole game.” 
 
“We just came out to play some Arizona basketball.  We don’t mind if it’s Stanford or 
California, we just want to get the win.” 
 
On first stretch of Pac-10: 
“I think most of us know now that this is the Pac-10.  All the teams we play for here on 
out are going to be as tough and physical as Stanford.” 
 
#3 Ify Ibekwe – Sophomore Forward 
 
On the difference in the game: 
“We couldn’t make up for the first half obviously.  Offensive rebounds were an issue too 
because they really beat us there.  We need to start rebounding offensively better so that 
we can get those second chance points too.” 
 
“We got physical and aggressive too late in the game.  Everything we did was too late.  It 
came down to us bouncing back.  We were down by almost thirty and lost by nine.     
We need to play hard like we did those last five minutes for the whole game.” 
 
On Pac-10 
“Every game in the Pac-10 the teams are going to be tough with us and we need to be 
able to match their intensity.” 
 
On how fouls turned momentum: 
“I think they did make us a little more aggressive.  Not everything is going to go our way 
whether we are home or away and we need to realize that and just play tough and 
aggressive the whole game.” 
 
 
 


