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McKale Center 
Arizona Coach Quotes 
 
 
Niya Butts – Arizona Head Coach 
 
On game: 
“A win is a win.  We’ll take them any way we can get them.  Obviously, it wasn’t pretty 
tonight and was even a little bit ugly if you ask me.  But when people wake up tomorrow 
and check out the scores, all they will see is that we got the win.” 
 
“When our backs are against the wall, they step up and accept the challenge.  But if we 
continue to do that then our time we’ll run out because there’s not enough time to do that 
in forty minutes.” 
 
“We did play some solid defense but I think also, at times, we got some lucky breaks and 
we’ll take that.  Sometimes you are going to need those breaks to pull it out.” 
 
On play of #33 Kemie Nkele: 
“We knew she had been putting up big offensive numbers and we wanted to limit that.  A 
And as you can see with her having 27 points and 9 rebounds, we didn’t do a good job of 
executing that game plan.” 
 
On play of bench tonight: 
“I am extremely proud of Sarah Hays.  She came in and gave us the biggest eight minutes 
of the whole year.  She did an outstanding job for us and we need that from her and from 
the bench.” 
 
On moving forward: 
“This bunch, I think they want to win and want to be successful.  I think they are starting 
to believe they can do that.” 
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Arizona Player Quotes 
 
#03 Ify Ibekwe – Sophomore Forward 
 
On trio of tough, close home games: 
“Our goal was to go 3-0 and challenge ourselves to know that we could just go out there 
and do it.”  
 
“When our backs are against the wall, we show up.  Coach Butts is trying to show us that 
if we play that way all the time then our backs won’t be against the wall to begin with.  
But I really think it shows we are growing up.” 
 
On defending #33 Kemie Nkele: 
“We didn’t want to give her any looks. She did get some open shots and we knew we 
needed to D her up but we also knew that their whole team could score so we still needed 
to be aware of everyone.” 
 
On emergence of mid-range game: 
“I’m just expanding my game.  I know when teams scout me they think that I can just 
take the ball to the basket and that made me mad.  So I’m working on my outside shot so 
that when teams scout me they can know I can take it to the basket or make that jump 
shot.” 
 
#11 Ashley Frazier – Junior Guard 
 
On wins and defense: 
“It’s definitely going to boost out swag and just give us confidence going into the break.  
(Defense) isn’t important just tonight but every game because you can’t win unless you 
play defense.” 
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UC-Riverside Coach Quotes 
 
John Margaritis – UC-Riverside Head Coach 
 
On game: 
“I think there were two parts to tonight’s game.  One was the Arizona part.  I think they 
deserve credit. There is also our part and that the laying an egg part.  Arizona showed 
they were going to be aggressive inside and we couldn’t go into it. “ 
 
“As far as I’m concerned, we didn’t meet the challenge.  We chickened out.  We took the 
ball to the basket a couple times but we weren’t tough enough to take it to them.” 
 
“Down the stretch it was a matter of who going to make plays and Arizona made those 
plays.” 
 
On Ify Ibekwe: 
“She stepped up and just said ‘I’m sorry guys, but we’re not going to lose tonight.” 
 
On play of #33 Kemie Nkele: 
“If it wasn’t for her it would have been a bad game.  She hit some outside shots but she 
also didn’t establish an inside game and that was kind of the story of the night.” 


