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Head Coach Niya Butts Quotes 
 
Opening statement 
“The first half wasn’t pretty; we definitely did not play our best basketball. I didn’t think 
we did much of anything well in the first half, but we bounced back in the second half 
and played very well. We got some great production from people off the bench who we 
normally don’t get much from, especially Malia (Nahinu). You have to be ready to step 
up and play when your name’s called, and she definitely was today.  
 
Regarding winning on Senior Day 
Overall, I’m pretty pleased with the outcome. I’m glad our seniors got a win on their final 
game on this floor in front of our great fans at McKale Center. I think the seniors had 
extra motivation. After the first half I wanted to get some paramedics in the locker room 
so they could shock us and get some life into us, because I have to be honest, I thought 
we played dead in the first half. Amina (Njonku) was really emotional before the game, 
and during the game as well. She had a couple big plays for us. I’m very happy for her.” 
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Arizona player quotes 
 
Freshman guard Courtney Clements 
“I played well tonight, and it felt good especially because we won. Most of the season, I’ve been playing well in 
the first half, but I haven’t been able to do the same in the second. Today, I made a point to do well in both 
halves. This was one of my best games of the season.” 
 
On scoring load without leading scorer Ify Ibekwe in the lineup 
“Anyone on any given night can score twenty points. Amina can, Reiko can, and today, I did it. It shows that we 
can win even without Ify in the game. Help can come from everyone on the team.” 
 
On contributions of teammate Malia Nahinu 
“We got a big boost in the post today with Malia’s help. She makes it so we aren’t forced to take the outside 
shot. We can feed it into her and she can finish with the lay-up. It definitely made a difference in today’s game.” 
 
Freshman center Malia Nahinu 
“When I heard my name called, I was kind of nervous, but it felt really good to get some minutes in today. I 
really wanted to go in and help win this for our seniors. For next season, I just have to keep working hard, and 
I’ll hopefully get the chance to play some more minutes.” 


