
1GYMCATS

Quick Facts
General Information
University: ............................................................ The University of Arizona
Nickname: ........................................................................................  Wildcats
Colors: ..................................................................................... Cardinal/Navy
Location: ................................................................................ Tucson, Arizona
Founded: .................................................................................................. 1885
Enrollment: ........................................................................................... 35,500
Affiliation: ............................................................................. NCAA Division-I
Conference: .................................................................................... Pacific-10
President: .............................................................................. Dr. Peter Likins
Director of Athletics: ............................................................... Jim Livengood
Sr. Assoc. AD/SWA: ........................................................... Kathleen LaRose
Faculty Representative: .......................................... Dr. Dudley B. Woodard
Athletic Dept. Phone: .............................................................. (520) 621-2200
Ticket Office Phone: ............................................................. (520) 621-CATS
Home Arena: ............................................................ McKale Center (14,545)

Media Relations Staff
Director of Media Relations: .......................................... Tom Duddleston, Jr.
Gymnastics Contact: .......................................................... Julian Temblador
Office Phone: .......................................................................... (520) 621-4163
Office Fax: ............................................................................  (520) 621-2681
Cell Phone: ............................................................................  (310) 427-4229
E-mail: ........................................................................... juliant@u.arizona.edu
Associate SID: ......................................................................... Richard Paige
Assistant SID: ................................................... Mindy Claggett, Matt Rector

Mailing Address
The University of Arizona
Intercollegiate Athletics
Media Relations Office
106 McKale Memorial Center
P.O. Box 210096
Tucson, AZ 85721-0096
Internet: www.arizonaathletics.com

Gymnastics Staff
Head Coach: .............................................................. Bill Ryden, Sixth year

(Arizona State, 1983)
Record at Arizona: .......................................................  56-82-1/Five years

Career Record: Same
Assistant Coach: ...................................................... John Court, Sixth year

                    (Johnson & Wales, 1993)
Assistant Coach: ............................................ Rose McLaughlin, Third year

               (Arizona, 1998)
Team Manager: ........................................................................... Kristen York
Gymnastics Office Phone ...................................... (520) 621-4777 or 4780
Gymnastics Fax Number ...................................................... (520) 626-2009

Gymnastics Team Facts
Team National Champions: ................................................................ None
Individual National Champions: .......................................................... Two

Anna Basaldua, 1991 (Vault)
Heidi Hornbeek, 1996 (Floor)

2003 Overall Record: ............................................................................. 7-19
2003 Regular Season Record: ............................................................. 4-11
2003 Pac-10 Record/ Finish: ...................................... 2-12/Sixth (195.950)
2003 Regional Finish: ....................................................... Fourth (195.450)
2003 Final NCAA Ranking: ................................................................ No. 19
Letterwinners Ret./Lost: ....................................................................... 12/3
All-Americans Ret./Lost: .........................................................................  0/0
Letterwinners Returning ....................................................................... (12)
Seniors: ................................................................. Amanda Goins, Sheehan

Lemley, Andi McCabe
Juniors: ........................................................... Monica Bisordi, Jamie Duce,

Stevie Fanning, Kristine Harper, Katie Johnson, Jamie Schell
Sophomores: Erin Muirhead, Abby Pearson,

Jessamyn Salter
Freshman Newcomer ............................................................................... (3)

Jamie Holton, Aubrey Taylor, Danyra Varela
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Name Event Year/Exp. Ht. DOB Hometown/Last School
Monica Bisordi AA Jr./2L 5-1 10/21/82 San Mateo, Calif./Notre Dame HS
Jamie Duce AA Jr./2L 5-1 5/25/82 Flushing, Mich./Flushing HS
Stevie Fanning AA Jr./2L 5-2 3/7/84 Scottsdale, Ariz./Paradise Valley HS
Amanda Goins VT, BB, FX Sr./3L 5-5 4/29/82 Fountain Hills, Ariz./Fountain Hills HS
Kristine Harper AA Jr./2L 5-0 2/10/83 Houston, Texas/The Tenmey School
Jamie Holton AA Fr./HS 5-5 8/21/85 Phoenix, Ariz./ North HS
Katie Johnson VT, BB, FX Jr./2L 5-3.5 1/14/83 Moorhead, Minn./Moorhead HS
Sheehan Lemley AA Sr./3L 5-3.5 5/1/82 DeSoto, Texas/Saucon Valley HS
Andi McCabe AA Sr./3L 5-2 5/1/82 Bensenville, Ill./Fenton HS
Erin Muirhead AA So./1L 5-4 12/1/84 South River, N.J./South River HS
Abby Pearson AA So./1L 5-1 7/2/83 Sarnia, Ontario, Canada/Notre Dame HS
Jessamyn Salter AA So./1L 5-8 2/19/84 Bloomington, Ind./Bloomington HS
Jamie Schell AA Jr./2L 5-5 2/12/83 Laytonsville, Md./Gaithersburg HS
Aubrey Taylor AA Fr./HS 5-2 2/5/84 Burlington, Ontario, Canada/Notre Dame
Danyra Varela AA Fr./HS 5-4 3/30/85 Phoenix, Ariz./Trevor G. Browne HS

Head Coach: Bill Ryden (Arizona State, ‘83), Sixth Year
Assistant Coach: John Court (Johnson & Wales, ‘93), Sixth Year
Assistant Coach: Rose McLaughlin (Arizona, ‘98), Third Year
Volunteer Assistant Coach: Lindsay Compitello,  First Year
Manager: Kristen York, Fourth Year

2004 ARIZONA GYMNASTICS ROSTER
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If the University of Arizona’s 2004 season is the lottery,
with the grand prize being a trip to the Super Six at the
NCAA Championships, then 0, 1, 18, 11 and 2 will be
Arizona’s winning numbers.  Each season, Arizona is
always in the hunt to win big, which is earning its first Super
Six appearance since 1993.  The Wildcats have enjoyed 17
consecutive regional championship appearances, including
two NCAA Championship appearances in the last eight
years.  But coming close and actually winning big are two
different things.  The Wildcats are tired of coming close to
the Super Six and are ready to cash in their winning ticket in
2004.

“This team is capable of reaching the NCAA Finals,”
head coach Bill Ryden said.  “If we put our best team on the
floor in April, the rest will take care of itself.”

With a lineup of three seniors, six juniors, three sopho-
mores and three freshmen, the 2004 Arizona squad is
poised to be one of the most dynamic and talented teams in
the program’s history.

“We are more athletic this year,” Ryden said.  “We
definitely have more talent out on the floor.  The level of
athleticism and the skill level have all been raised, which will
make this one very exciting team to watch.”

But for Arizona to meet the team’s full potential, The
Wildcats will have to deal with their first winning number: 0-
the ideal number of
team injuries.  Last
season, the Wildcats
struggled greatly with
injuries, making each
week a battle to put
together a healthy
lineup.

“Last year, our
team didn’t have any
luck with keeping
everyone healthy,”
Ryden said.  “From
the very first meet of
this season, our
gymnasts know what
will be expected of
them.  Our team has
to be ready to bring it
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every meet.  Injuries don’t matter, sickness doesn’t matter
because every meet is reload and fire.”

If Arizona
makes it through
the entire season
injury free, it will
greatly help the
team’s odds on
obtaining its
second winning
number: 1- the
program’s first Pac-
10 Conference
Championship.

“We can
certainly challenge
for a Pac-10 title
this year; we are
definitely that
good,” Ryden said.
“Pac-10 gymnas-
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tics is incredibly good.  All
seven teams in our
conference finished in the
top 25 last season.  Every
team is going to be good;
we know that.  But to win
the Pac-10 Championship
we will definitely have to
bring our best because
every other team will as
well.”

Since 1987, Arizona
has finished a distant
second four times to the
conference’s most coveted
team accomplishment.
The Wildcats, however, will
have the opportunity to win
their first conference title in
front of their home crowd,

as the McKale Center will be the site of the 2004 Pac-10
Championships.

An injury free season and a Pac-10 Conference crown
will be great momentum for Arizona as they try to land their
third winning number: 18- the program’s number of consecu-
tive Regional Championship appearances.

“Being good in March and at the end of April is a priority
for our team,” Ryden said.  “To compete well at Regionals,
we first need to learn how to compete well on the road.  I
have no doubts we will compete well at home.  Our gym-
nasts love competing in front of their home crowd.  We need

to compete on the road
so our RQS sets us up
ranking wise so we end
up in a good spot.”

Consistency has
been a trademark of
success for the Arizona
gymnastics program.
Only the Arizona men’s
basketball team, with
19 straight NCAA
Tournament appear-
ances, has been able to
compete with Arizona
gymnastics’ level of
consistency of team
success year in and

year out.
Arizona also will have a chance to compete at home for

Regionals, as Tucson will be home to the 2004 South

Central Regional Championships.
Once Arizona reaches its 18th consecutive Regional

appearance, it will be in line for its fourth winning number: 11-
the program’s 11th NCAA Championship appearance in
2004.

“Making it to Regionals and making it to Nationals are
two different accomplishments,” Ryden said.  “Regionals is a
reward for a successful season.  Nationals is a reward for a
successful Regional meet that is a one-meet season in itself
and is much more difficult to achieve.  Our juniors and
seniors on this
team know what it
is like to make it
to the NCAA
Championships
and are aware of
what it takes.
Making it to the
NCAA Champion-
ships is definitely
a goal our team
has in mind.”

If the Wild-
cats reach the
NCAA Champion-
ships in 2004, it
will make up for
the team’s one-
year hiatus from
the Champion-
ships last season
and will mark the program’s second NCAA Championship
appearance in three seasons.

An NCAA Championship appearance will put Arizona on
the verge of attaining its fifth and final winning number in
2004: 2- the program’s second Super Six appearance in
school history.

“For our team to reach the Super Six, our gymnasts
need to stay consistent and live up to their abilities,” Ryden
said.  “If every one of our gymnasts can perform at the level
they are capable of, we can definitely be there in the end.”

Reaching the Super Six will not be an easy task for
Arizona, but the team is ready to compete and is ready to
see its winning numbers picked in 2004.

The Senior Class
Arizona will look for leadership from its trio of seniors

Amanda Goins, Andi McCabe and team captain Sheehan
Lemley.  As the three most experienced members of the
squad, the senior class is willing to do everything it can to
help the team succeed in its final year of collegiate gymnas-
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tics.
“The senior class has seen it all,” Ryden said.  “From

the struggles of injuries to seeing the success of a healthy
team, the seniors have been through all kinds of adversity.
All three are pushing this team to be the best that they can
be.”

As juniors, McCabe and Lemley provided great contribu-
tions to the Arizona lineup in each event, while Goins added
needed depth at both vault and beam.  Although McCabe and
Lemley dealt with their share of injuries last season, both
were able to post career highs in two events.

“I believe that Andi McCabe
can have the best year of her
career,” Ryden said.  “Sheehan
Lemley is also working hard to
make her presence felt in each
event and Amanda Goins
provides our team with so much
depth on vault.”

The Junior Class
Arizona’s junior class

enjoyed another successful
campaign as sophomores in
2003, as the members continued

to etch their names in the Arizona history books.  Monica
Bisordi was Arizona’s lone representative at the NCAA
Championships in 2003, and is ready, along with her class-
mates, to return to NCAA Championships as a team like
they did as freshmen.

“All of our juniors are
hungry to get back to the
NCAA Finals,” Ryden said.
“This season I think they
are all ready to have a
season like their freshman
year and are ready to be
major players.  They all
want to be better and are
working hard to improve.
Last year was a huge
learning experience for
them.  Everyone of our
juniors is better now than
they have ever been, which
will only make us better.”

Last season, Monica
Bisordi, Jamie Duce,
Kristine Harper, Katie
Johnson and Jamie Schell
posted marks that now
stand on Arizona’s all-time-top-10 list, and Stevie Fanning
was able to post a new career high on floor.  Look for the
juniors to continue to put up big numbers in 2004.

The Sophomore Class
Like the senior class, Arizona will return a trio of sopho-

mores to the lineup in 2004, which is a group of gymnasts
ready to build off their experiences as freshmen.  Last
season, Erin Muirhead, Abby Pearson and Jessamyn Salter
each saw regular action in the Arizona lineup but are now
ready to expand their roles in 2004.

“Our sophomore class
will have an impact for our
team this season,” Ryden
said. “If there was a single
group of girls that went home
with a mission this off-
season, it was our sopho-
mores.  Each gymnast
struggled through nagging
injuries last year and are
ready to compete to their full
abilities.  They are all so
much better then last year,
that they are not even the
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same gymnasts.  Erin Muirhead, Abby Pearson and
Jessamyn Salter are completely different athletes.  They are
so physically and mentally experienced from last year and
are ready to make great contributions to this team.”

Muirhead, Pearson and Salter were consistent names in
the vault lineup for Arizona, with Pearson hitting the team’s
lone perfect-10 score of the 2003 season with a career-best
10.0 on vault.  In 2004, the sophomore class will have its
chance to vault into a great role and
contribute greatly to the success of the
team as a whole.

The Freshman Class
The Wildcats will welcome the addition

of three talented gymnasts to the team in
2004.  Freshmen Jamie Holton, Aubrey
Taylor and Danyra Varela are all dynamic
competitors who are ready to make an
immediate impact and contribute to the
team’s success.

“All of our freshmen are capable of
making major contributions this season,”
Ryden said.  “They are all tremendous
competitors who are all capable of perform-
ing all-around for this team.  I can see each

gymnast living up to her abilities to help make this team the best
it can be.”

What Bill Ryden Says About...

Vault
“Our team will be vastly improved on vault this year.  We

definitely improved our vaulting depth with our incoming fresh-
men.  Our returning gymnasts have also improved their skills in
the event to help our team compete at a high level.”

Uneven Bars
“We have some really good bar swingers and some

improved depth in this event compared to years past.  We have
some high difficulty bar routines, and we definitely have experi-
enced athletes who know how to hit their routines under
pressure.  We are capable of being a good team on bars.”

Balance Beam
“Beam is a strength of this team.  Our beam difficulty is as

high as any other team in the country.  We are loaded with many
gymnasts who are capable of competing in our beam lineup
each night.  I know our team performance on beam will help us
succeed this season.”

Floor Exercise
“We are going to be a lot better on floor this year than last

year.  Last year, we had Andi McCabe and Katie Johnson sitting
on the sidelines.  This year, the level of tumbling ability is huge.
Every gymnast on our team trains on floor, and all of them are
capable of putting up good points.”

All-Around
“Monica Bisordi’s goal this season is to compete in each

meet as an all-arounder like last season.  Jamie Duce and
Jamie Schell are capable of doing four events, as is Aubrey
Taylor.  Many of our gymnasts might get a chance to compete in
four events this season.  We can have from two to maybe even
five gymnasts compete in the all-around.  Our strongest team
might actually consist of five all-arounders.”


