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Dear Friends, Alumni & Boosters, 
 
 March 2 For the final month of the regular season, the team headed 
to northern California for back-to-back meets.  We had not done this in many 
years but I felt that this team would have the ability to handle it.  Even with 
the constant shuffling of personnel in the line-ups, we have been able to at 
least hit routines on a pretty consistent basis.  Our first meet of the weekend 
would be a quad meet in Davis and included both San Jose St. and Alaska. 
 Our starting event would be beam and the line-up for this meet would be 
Shana, Jordan, Aubree, Britnie, Molly, and Katie with Ellen performing 
exhibition.  Shana did her job by starting us off with a hit and a 9.6.  Jordan 
then stepped up after basically a week off and looked as good as new as she 
brought back a 9.775.  It was a great start to the meet.  Then we went on string 
of great sets, one after another.  Aubree and Britnie both nailed for 9.8’s and 
then Molly scored a 9.85 and Katie finished with a 9.9.  Ellen had a fall on her 
set for a 9.15 but that didn’t dampen the fact that the team had gotten of to a 
great start.  49.125 was our event score and we rotated to floor. 
 I can’t really comment on my feelings about floor.  We put up Molly, 
Shana, Katie, Becca, Aubree, and Mykle.  The 15th ranked floor team in nation 
with an RQS of 49.007 did not fall and scored a 47.8.  Every athlete hit their 
career low for a routine without a fall.  I inquired all 6 scores and had multiple, 
lengthy conversations with the meet referee.  I received many apologies from 
many of Davis’ officials but it was no fault of theirs.  They run a quality meet.  
Needless to say, the thought of using this meet score was completely 
obliterated.  We had some minor errors but overall I was happy with the team’s 
effort.  Enough said.  You decide. 
 We rotated to vault and our line-up would be: Shana, Molly, Becca, 
Jordan, Aubree, and Amber with Mykle performing exhibition.  Shana started 
us off again with a solid 9.625.  Unfortunately this time, there was no trending 
upwards.  Molly hit her vault for a 9.7 and it stopped there.  The next four 
vaults scored 9.6, 9.675, 9.65, and 9.575.  Mykle was our final vault and she 
sat down for a 9.025, somehow fitting.  This time we were the cause.  We just 
did not perform well, taking multiple execution and landing deductions.  The 
event score of 48.25 stung but we knew where it came from.   
 Our last event was bars and I gathered the team to try to focus our 
energy on walking out of the arena with our head high as opposed to the 
current state of dismay.  Our line-up would be: Danielle, Britnie, Molly, Becca, 
Aubree, and Katie with Ellen performing exhibition.  For her first time in an 



official line-up, Danielle did a great job and started us off with a 9.725.  It 
really pumped the team as it finally started to feel normal.  Britnie hit for a 
9.675 followed by Molly for a 9.75.  These were good, not great sets but after 
the previous 2 events, they felt like 10’s.  Becca then hit for a 9.775, Aubree for 
a 9.85 and Katie for a 9.825.  Ellen finished our meet with our 7th bar hit and a 
9.65.  It really was uplifting to finish this way.  Our event score was a 48.925 
but that meant nothing to the feeling of redemption. 
 Our final team score of 194.1 was not the true effort of the team this 
night.  I really feel the team tried hard to perform well and when you think 
about it, we did go 24-for-24 (although not the cleanest 24 routines.)  Katie had 
another Beam victory and the team had 5 out of the top 7 scores on both beam 
and bars.  By the time we arrived at dinner after the meet, we all just wiped the 
meet from our memory and focused on Stanford. 
  
 

Arizona @ UC-Davis w/ SJSU, Alaska 
 Beam Floor Vault Bars AA 

Danielle    9.725  
Becca  9.675 9.6 9.775  
Aubree 9.8 9.725 9.65 9.85 39.025 
Mykle  9.4 9.025   
Britnie 9.8   9.675  
Katie 9.9 9.525  9.825  
Ellen 9.15   9.65  
Molly 9.85 9.45 9.7 9.75 38.75 
Shana 9.6 9.425 9.625   
Jordan 9.775  9.675   
Amber   9.575   
 
 

March 4 An easy 2 hour drive put us in the bay area for a conference 
matchup with both Stanford and California.  The team had been fighting an 
illness that had been going around McKale for a few weeks and my biggest 
worry was that we would have enough energy to perform up to standards.  
Kristin was looking like she would be available to us for the first time in 3 
weeks and along with the lessons learned in Davis, I felt pretty good about the 
team. 

We would be starting on beam again and the line-up remained the same: 
Shana, Jordan, Aubree, Britnie, Molly, and Katie.  Shana was really under the 
weather but stayed on to give us a slightly shaky first score of 9.4.  Jordan 
picked it up with a 9.7 but from there we couldn’t really get in a groove.  The 
next four routines scored 9.725, 9.725, 9.575, and 9.7 respectively.  We didn’t 
count a fall but our event score was only a 48.425.  It wasn’t the strongest 
start but we knew where the scores came from.  Off to floor. 

Our re-worked floor line-up would be: Molly, Kristin, Katie, Becca, 
Aubree, and Shana.  I had Mykle warm-up as well and depending on how the 
rotation developed, I would call on either Shana or Mykle at the end.  Molly had 
a pretty good routine to start us off, but an out-of-bounds lowered her score to 
a 9.65.  I had confidence that Kristin would get through her set but I didn’t 
know exactly how well.  She showed me once again how valuable she is as she 



brought back a 9.85 for her first routine in quite a while.  Katie then stepped 
up for a nice 9.8.  Becca’s routine was a lot like Molly’s: good but an out-of-
bounds really dampens the results.  She scored a 9.6.  We had two routines left 
to pull this event out.  Aubree, who is having a great year and has established 
her as one of the very best floor workers in the nation, was not surprising as 
she posted a 9.875.  Right after Becca’s trip across the floor boundary, I 
signaled to Shana that she would be going as my thoughts were that I wanted a 
safer routine to avoid any more neutral deductions.  Even though she sounded 
like she should be back in bed, Shana really stepped up and nailed her set for 
a 9.85.  That score put us over the 49 mark (49.025) and energized the team as 
we prepared for the latter half of the competition.  We marched to vault 
knowing we had two more opportunities to make this big road trip pay off. 

No event was discussed more over the two days leading up more than 
vault.  We knew that we had to start to pull it together consistently before the 
end of the season.  With that in mind, the line-up for this meet would be: 
Shana, Molly, Becca, Mykle, Jordan, and Aubree with Amber performing 
exhibition.  Shana did a nice job starting us off with a 9.675.  Molly followed up 
with a 9.75.  Both Becca and Mykle hit ok vaults for more 9.675’s.  At this 
point we needed some big hitters to help out.  Jordan answered the call with a 
9.825 and then Aubree drilled one for a 9.9.  Amber finished off our vaulting 
with a good 9.7.  Our event score was a 48.825, which at least kept us 
competitive. 

Our bar line-up for this meet would be: Britnie, Danielle, Molly, Becca, 
Aubree, and Katie with Ellen performing exhibition.  Britnie did a great job 
starting off with a great set and a 9.775.  Danielle followed with her own career 
high and another 9.775.  Molly had a great set going but a huge leaping step 
on her landing lowered her score to a 9.725.  Becca had a problem with her 
grips while she was catching her Jaeger which eventually caused her to fall.  
She regrouped and finished well but her score of 9.25 put the pressure on.  
Aubree hit a good, not great set for a 9.75 to get us back on track.  Katie then 
finished up our official line-up with a rough set by her standards.  She clipped 
the bar with her toe on her release and the resulting deductions lowered her 
score to a 9.725.  It wasn’t a great rotation but not disastrous.  Our event score 
was a 48.75 with a resulting final team score of 195.025. 

Individually, Aubree tied for the vault victory and took second in the All-
Around.  Between this meet and the Davis meet, we had performed well on 
each event once and shaky on each event once.  Too bad that spans two 
different competitions.  Overall, we had successfully stayed on the equipment 
in 47 of the 48 routines but were only happy with about half of them.  We 
caught a late flight back to Tucson and will regroup for our next road 
adventure on the east coast in 7 days. 
  

Arizona @ Stanford w/ California 
 Beam Floor Vault Bars AA 

Danielle    9.775  
Becca  9.6 9.675 9.25  
Aubree 9.725 9.875 9.9 9.75 39.25 
Mykle   9.675   
Britnie 9.725   9.775  
Kristin  9.85    



Katie 9.7 9.8  9.725  
Ellen    9.65  
Molly 9.575 9.65 9.75 9.725 38.7 
Shana 9.4 9.85 9.675   
Jordan 9.7  9.825   
Amber   9.7   
 
 
 March 11  After competing twice on the west coast, the team 
traveled 3000 miles to compete on the east coast 7 days later.  For the first 
time, at least in my time at Arizona, the team would head to Durham, NH to 
compete against the University of New Hampshire.  I expected a very 
competitive meet and the team had been working very hard to fix some of the 
problems that presented themselves in California.   
 We started out on bars as we had the standard visiting team rotation.  
Allie was now available after a couple of weeks since her fall at the Washington 
meet.  With that, our rotation for this meet would be: Britnie, Allie, Molly, 
Becca, Aubree, and Katie with Danielle performing exhibition.  Britnie did a 
great job getting us off right with a nice set and a 9.75.  As Allie prepared to 
salute, she uttered “redemption” and I immediately understood where she was 
coming from.  Redemption she received as she nailed her set for a 9.8.  Molly 
followed with a nice 9.775 and it seemed we were “feeling it” as it were.  Becca 
was also looking for redemption as she saluted for her routine.  She hit one of 
her best routines of the year and scored a 9.8.  Now in the final stretch, Aubree 
and Katie put the cap on a great rotation with identical 9.825’s.  To complete 
our bar work, Danielle hit a very nice routine for a 9.725.  Seven very good sets 
and a 49.075 to start out the meet.  Sounded eerily similar to Davis but the 
team was pumped as we marched to vault. 
 The vault team had been putting in extra time of late to try and shore up 
a weak area in our recent competitions.  With that in mind, the vault line-up 
for this meet would be: Shana, Molly, Becca, Mykle, Jordan, and Aubree with 
Ellen performing exhibition.  Shana gave us that solid start with a 9.725 and 
then Molly backed her up with a 9.8.  This was the type of start we had been 
working for.  Becca then hit what was one of her better vaults in a while.  An 
uncharacteristic direction deduction dropped her score to a 9.675 but I was 
pleased with the effort.  Mykle had been struggling as of late but was very 
intent on finding her previous form.  Similar to Becca, Mykle hit one of her best 
vaults of the season and received a 9.825.  Jordan followed that up with a 
9.825 of her own and we already had a nice rotation going.  Aubree made it 
just a bit nicer and she boomed her vault for a 9.9.  It was our second 49.075 
in a row and the team was more excited about finishing the final two events 
than celebrating the first two.  For our final vault, Ellen saluted for the first 
vault of her collegiate career.  We hadn’t used her before because of her start 
value but after warm-ups I wanted to see what the judges thought.  Two big 
steps resulted in a score of 9.5 but it was a good effort and maybe we will see it 
again. 
 Floor had really been shaky in California and the team was focused on 
putting on a “home” performance for the crowd.  The line-up would be: Shana, 
Molly, Becca, Katie, Kristin, and Aubree.  Shana is really settling into the 
performance aspect of floor and got us off to a very good start and a 9.75.  
Molly was really intent on redemption after California and she also hit a very 



good set for a second 9.75.  Becca and Katie then stepped up and both hit 
excellent routines for identical 9.825’s.  Kristin then hit the floor routine of the 
meet as a step on her last pass seemed to be the only error on a 9.875 routine.  
Aubree then stepped up and although had an uncharacteristic step on her first 
pass, I wasn’t upset with the 9.85 she was able to salvage.  It was an excellent 
third rotation with a 49.125 event score.  All that was left was to finish off the 
meet without any surprises. 
 We marched to beam and it was up to the beam team to bring it home.  
The line-up was: Allie, Jordan, Aubree, Britnie, Molly, and Katie with Amber 
performing exhibition.  It was Allie’s first time back on beam since the BYU 
meet but we had confidence that she would be fine.  She had to fight through a 
couple of balance checks but did a good job starting us off with a 9.675.  Of 
course it wouldn’t be very much fun without a little drama.  Jordan 
unfortunately had a fall on her set and received a score of 9.275.  Now the end 
of the meet would be with a little pressure and the excitement of the previous 
three rotations were a bit distant.  Aubree answered the call on got us back on 
track with a very good routine and a 9.8.  Britnie kept it going as she hit for a 
9.775.  Molly then had a great set for a 9.825 and then only a wobble would 
blemish Katie’s routine for a 9.8.  The experience and clutch performance from 
those four had pulled us thru again.  Amber finished out our meet with our 
fifth hit in a row and a 9.775.  Our resulting event score was a 48.875.  Even 
though it might have been our only event not in the 49’s, it still was a great 
performance. 
 When the final scores were announced, our team score was a 196.15 and 
we had won the meet by .95.  It was a great feeling to compete again like the 
team we expect of ourselves.  California was not fun as it often isn’t.  This was 
a great team score for us but even a better all-around team effort.  Individually 
we also performed very well.  Aubree had won vault and the all-around.  Becca 
won bars.  Molly was victorious on beam and Kristin took home the floor 
crown.  An overall great effort from the entire team.  Now we will travel back to 
Tucson and get ready for our last home meet of the season where we will honor 
our outstanding senior class. 
 

Arizona @ New Hampshire 
 Bars Vault Floor Beam AA 

Danielle 9.725     
Becca 9.85 9.675 9.825   
Aubree 9.825 9.9 9.85 9.8 39.375 
Mykle  9.825    
Allie 9.8   9.675  
Britnie 9.75   9.775  
Kristin   9.875   
Katie 9.825  9.825 9.8  
Ellen  9.5    
Molly 9.775 9.8 9.75 9.825 39.15 
Shana  9.725 9.75   
Jordan  9.825  9.275  
Amber    9.775  
  
 



 March 16 For our final home meet of the season, we would welcome Air 
Force, Bridgeport, and Utah St. to McKale Center.  This was the first and only 
quad meet we would host this year but far more importantly; this was the meet 
where we would honor our four seniors.  It was destined to be an emotional 
evening but I felt there wouldn’t be any negative emotions due to the 
gymnastics.  I really think the team is coming together as we head toward the 
post-season and it is the right time to be peaking.  For the first time all year, I 
was planning on using the same competitive line-up that competed in New 
Hampshire.  There still might be changes in the future but for this day, the 
same line-up gave us the best chance to be successful.  As always this time of 
year, every time you compete, you hope to boost your RQS.  It would take a 
great performance to get a score we could use but we all felt up to the 
challenge. 
 The entire squad that we choose the vault line-up from (Shana, Molly, 
Becca, Mykle, Jordan, Aubree, Amber-ex, Ellen-ex) warmed-up very well so I 
decided to put up all eight.  This was definitely the most confident I felt going 
into vault the entire season.  Shana really made me feel good when she hit our 
first vault for a 9.8.  Molly then hit a 9.775, Becca a 9.85 (a new career high), 
Mykle a 9.75, Jordan a 9.775, and Aubree a 9.875.  The meet was barely 15 
minutes old and we already had a great rotation under our belts.  Amber kept 
the great vaulting going with a 9.825 on her effort and Ellen closed us out with 
a 9.55.  It was a great start and our event score was a 49.075. 
 We rotated to bars and the line-up would be: Britnie, Allie, Molly, Becca, 
Aubree, Katie, and Danielle exhibition.  Britnie did a great job starting us off 
with a big 9.825.  Allie then set her new career high of 9.875.  Molly then hit 
for a 9.85 followed by Becca for an identical 9.85.  Aubree then hit her set for a 
9.825 and was followed by Katie for an identical 9.825.  Very nice.  Danielle 
finished our bar work with our seventh hit and a 9.775.  The team was very 
excited about how the first half of the meet had developed but we also knew 
that letting up would destroy the good feelings immediately.  Our event score 
was a 49.225 and our running team score was a 98.3.   
 I decided on no beam exhibition this meet so the line-up would be: Allie, 
Jordan, Aubree, Britnie, Molly, and Katie.  Allie did a good job hitting her set 
although gave away a few balance checks to make sure she hit.  Her score was 
a 9.65.  Jordan then stepped up and really hit a nice set for a 9.775.  Aubree 
followed a great 9.85 and then Britnie hit her best of the season for a 9.875.  
Molly then stepped up and hit a great set for a 9.8.  Five-for-five, one to go.  
Katie saluted and was going along well and then something very odd happened: 
Katie fell.  Boy, haven’t seen that in over 3 years.  Maybe it was the emotions of 
the evening but she handled it like a champ.  Anyway, we had secured our 
third no-fall event with a 48.95.  Things were going well but we still could not 
relax.  We rotated to our last event, floor, with a running team score of 147.25. 
 I also decided to forego any exhibitions on floor as well and the line-up 
would be: Shana, Molly, Becca, Katie, Kristin, and Aubree.  Just like on vault, 
Shana started us off with a bang and a 9.8.  Molly stepped up and quickly it 
got a little quiet as she fell on her first tumbling pass.  She finished her routine 
for a 9.175 but now it was up to the final four to hit their difficult tumbling to 
complete a very big meet.  Becca got us back on track as she nailed her set for 
a 9.85.  Katie then put her beam routine behind her and hit a big set for us 
(and a personal high for her) for a 9.875.  Kristin saluted and hit her only set 
for the evening for a 9.825 and we were down to our last routine.  Aubree has 



been having a monster year and particularly on floor where she is ranked 6th in 
nation going into this meet.  Tonight was not going to be the night where that 
fell apart.  She rocked a really big routine and received a 9.925 for our final 
score of the evening.  For the second straight we avoided counting a fall and 
the resulting event score was a 49.275.  It was a great meet on a special night.  
Our final team score was a season high 196.525.  Individually we had been 
victorious on every event: Aubree won Vault, Floor, and All-Around, Allie won 
Bars, and Britnie won Beam.  This meet had gone so well that we had in fact, 
raised our RQS a bit, all that we could have hoped for.  The team was really 
peaking at the right time and it was good to give this kind of performance to 
our faithful fans. 
 Right after the competition, we honored our four seniors that would be 
completing their competition careers at the end of this season: Becca, Deanna, 
Britnie and Katie.  Here are some notes on each of them: 
 

Becca Cardenas
 

Becca Cardenas came to the University of Arizona from Honolulu, HI.  
Becca is a quiet girl with a big smile and when she arrived on campus we 
discovered she was a quiet girl with big power.  Becca has always made her 
mark on the team on Bars and Floor.  And she excited the home crowds right 
away with stellar routines on both.  Her impact was immediate on the team and 
she was named 2nd Team All-Conference after her freshmen year. 
Unfortunately a pre-season injury sidelined her during her sophomore year.  Last 
year she returned to compete again on bars and floor.  Becca has always trained 
every event and occasionally would salute on vault and even once on beam.  
Coming in to this year, Becca set the goal to make more of an impact on the team 
and has worked very hard to the point that she now is competing regularly in the 
vault line-up.  The coaches appreciate her work effort and mental toughness.  I 
really appreciate the fact the Becca always has a smile, and will always get 
back up and try again.  I will miss that.   
 Even missing a year, Becca has made a significant impact on the team 
during her time here.  She has 4 individual event titles and has scored 822.075 
career points as of tonight.  Her career high scores are 9.85 on Vault, 9.85 on 
Bars, 9.725 on Beam, and 9.925 on Floor.  From the moment I met her, Becca 
has been steadfast about wanting to enter the nursing field.  The same field as 
her mother.  Becca will graduate this year with a degree in Psychology and a 
minor in Sports Marketing.  She will start her formal nursing studies next fall 
back home in Hawaii.   
 

Deanna Graham
 

It is like a made for TV movie.  Deanna Graham is the hometown girl that 
watches her favorite team from the stands growing up and dreams of being out 
there one day.  Dreams do come true in Deanna’s case and her trip from being 
up in these stands to being out here tonight was a great ride.  It can be said that 
Deanna Graham was meant to be a gymnast, from her intensity, to love of the 
sport, to her physical gifts.  Immediately upon entering the program as a 
freshman, everyone knew that Deanna was someone to watch.  A national level 



vaulter and floor worker from the get go, Deanna focused on her weaknesses to 
become one of the best all-around gymnasts in the nation.   
 It wasn’t always easy though as Deanna always had a knack of breaking 
herself in some bizarre fashion and we would wait until she either healed 
sufficiently or she could convince the training staff the let her back in the gym.  
For me, that will be the memory I have of Deanna, some ridiculous injury, only to 
have her tape it up and ignore it as she got back to flying thru the air. 
In her freshman year she was named 2nd Team All-Conference and was named 
to the 1st Team All-Conference in both 2010 and 2011.  She has been a Pac-10 
medalist and last year was honored as the Pac-10 gymnast of the week twice. 
Deanna is also a former Pac-10 Medalist.  She has 21 individual event titles and 
scored 1361.825 points as a Wildcat. This is pretty impressive point total 
considering the fact that she basically has missed a full season of meets!  This 
season unfortunately came to an early end and she has been resigned to 
cheering for her teammates from the sidelines.  Before that she had tallied career 
high scores of 9.925 on Vault, 9.85 on Bars, 9.9 on Beam, 9.925 on Floor, and 
39.4 in the All-Around.   
 Deanna Graham grew up dreaming of being a GymCat.  And when it 
happened, she didn’t just settle, she went out and left an impression on the 
entire GymCat community as she continued to improve and lead the team.  The 
coaches will always treasure watching Deanna grow up both as a gymnast and 
as a person.  I know the team will miss her intensity and love of the sport.  But I 
know that Deanna will be around the gym.  If not to hang out, just to fly thru the 
air.  Deanna will graduate next year with a degree in Communications and a 
minor in Sports Marketing.   
 

Britnie Jones
 
Britnie Jones comes from just up the road in Phoenix, AZ.  And even before her 
collegiate career was a thought in her mind, she had Cardinal & Navy in her 
blood.  Britnie is in fact our first legacy gymnast as both of her parents are 
former U of A gymnasts.  Britnie is definitely her own person though and has 
forged her own identity within the gymnastics program.  After arriving as a 
freshman, she developed a leg issue that would ultimately keep her from training 
on floor and vault the rest of her career.  She has made the best of it though as 
she has been a clutch performer for the team for four consecutive seasons on 
bars and beam.  We can all remember when Britnie broke on to the scene her 
freshman year with one of the most difficult beam routines in the nation.  Since 
that point, she has been out on the floor, competing whatever event she could to 
help the team.  She was able to compete all four years on bars and three of the 
four years on beam.  Even with the limitations, Britnie has 9 individual event 
titles, has career high scores of 9.85 on bars and 9.9 on beam, and has scored 
762.95 points in an Arizona leo.   

To say that Britnie is a focused individual is an understatement.  She is 
incredibly diligent with both her athletics and academics.  During her career her 
she has been named Academic All-Conference both 2010 & 2011.  I expect the 
same will happen this year.  She was also named Scholastic All-American in 
2011.  I expect her to receive that honor again as well.  This year, Britnie 
represented the team on the Student-Athlete-Advisory-Council.  



The coaches and the team sincerely appreciate the fact that she would 
never let her injuries keep her from doing whatever possible for the team.  I 
personally will have found memories of the hours she and I spent over at bars.  I 
am sure she won’t miss them!  Britnie has been accepted into the prestigious 
Eller School of Business where she is due to graduate with a degree in Finance 
in 2013.   
 

Katie Matusik
 

Katie Matusik came to the University of Arizona from McKinney, TX.  As a 
freshman, Katie arrived on campus with a torn shoulder that was not diagnosed 
from an injury in the last competition of her club career.  Although devastated, 
Katie decided that she would tough out an entire season with only one good 
shoulder, performing beam by touching the beam with the bad arm only once in 
the routine, and therefore lead the team in consistency and beam average that 
would become her hallmark.  After surgery before her sophomore season, Katie 
was well on her way to a stellar year when she broke her foot 2 weeks prior to 
the start of the season.  Immediate surgery allowed her to return, albeit in pain, 
by the second month of the season and lead the team on beam and become one 
of the top beam workers in the nation.  And by her junior year, Katie had become 
one the finest beam workers in NCAA competition as well as very accomplished 
on bars and floor.  Since then, she has been a standout competitor on all three 
events.   

During her time here, Katie has been a member of the Peer-Athletic-
Leaders group, been named the Arizona Student Athlete of the month, and in 
2011 she was also recognized by the Pac-10 Conference as she was the female 
recipient of the Sportsmanship Award.  Athletically last year Katie was named to 
the 1st Team All-Conference Gymnastics Team.  She was a Pac-10 and NCAA 
Regional Medalist.  She was also awarded with a Pac-10 Special Performance of 
the Week honor.  Katie has scored 973.35 career points as a Wildcat along with 
12 career event victories so far.  

I for one will miss seeing her big smile along with her grace as she 
performs her sport.  She has risen up to the challenge so many times that I am 
not sure I could appreciate her more but I have a feeling that may come the first 
time the team is in a jam and we don’t have her to call on.  Katie has earned the 
respect of her coaches and teammates by her total commitment to the team and 
putting the team before her own interests, tireless work ethic, and of course, 
amazing results in the arena.  
After this season, Katie will return to the program for her 5th year as an 
Undergraduate Assistant Coach to help guide the younger athletes coming up.  
Katie will graduate in May of 2013 with a Major in Communications and a Minor 
in General Business.   
 
“It is hard to describe the impact of this class and the void they will leave.  
Believe me when I tell you we have been working for 2 years just trying to 
prepare for this moment.  It is not common that an entire class steps in and 
makes a difference from the very start of their freshman year to the end of the 
senior career.  But that is what this class did.  I will miss them dearly and truly 
appreciate their efforts for the program.  They have been great role models for 
the younger members of the team.  They have spearheaded our community 



service effort.  They will all graduate.  They are the perfect definition of 
Student-Athletes.  But more importantly they will always be part of the 
GymCat family.  In gymnastics, the final meets of ones’ last year are actually 
the end of a very long, difficult, painful and truly rewarding road.  I am very 
proud that Becca, Deanna, Britnie and Katie are finishing up at the peak of 
their careers here at The University of Arizona.” 
 

 
  
 

Arizona vs. Air Force, Bridgeport, Utah St. 
 Vault Bars Beam Floor AA 

Danielle  9.775    
Becca 9.85 9.85  9.85  
Aubree 9.875 9.825 9.85 9.925 39.475 
Mykle 9.75     
Allie  9.875 9.65   
Britnie  9.825 9.875   
Kristin    9.825  
Katie  9.825 9.35 9.875  
Ellen 9.55     
Molly 9.775 9.85 9.8 9.175 38.6 
Shana 9.8   9.8  
Jordan 9.775  9.775   
Amber 9.825     
 



March 24  As it is every year, our last regular season meet of the 
year is the conference championship.  This year with the expansion to the Pac-
12, the meet would be held for the first time ever at the University of Utah.  
Also for the first time (and hopefully the last), the meet was held in 2 sessions.  
We went into the meet ranked 17th in the nation but 5th in the conference.  As 
the fifth seed, we were in the 1st session and would start on floor.  Even though 
we knew the scoring would be different between the sessions, all would could 
do is handle our business in our session.  And we were very motivated to do 
just that. 

We flew in on Thursday and after Friday’s workout and Saturday’s warm-
up, I decided to slightly alter the floor line-up from the previous week.  The 
line-up for this meet would be: Allie, Molly, Becca, Katie, Kristin, and Aubree.  
This was Allie’s first time back in the line-up on floor in weeks and she was 
ready and focused (along with the rest of the team!)  Allie did a great job with 
the first routine of the meet and gave us a 9.75.  Molly then stepped up and hit 
a really nice routine for a 9.775.  Becca fought thru a few mistakes but 
received a 9.725 from the judges.  Katie then stepped up and hit a really great 
set and received a 9.8.  Kristin was up next and had some problems on her 
second pass which lowered her score to a 9.575.  Aubree then stepped up to 
finish our rotation.  She had an uncharacteristic bobble on her first pass but 
she still had a fine routine for a 9.85.  All things considered, being our first 
event and the first event for the judges in a big meet, a 48.9 was not a bad 
score.  We knew that we hadn’t been our best but had still performed well.  We 
were very motivated as we marched to our second event. 

I also made some adjustments to the vault line-up based on who I felt 
gave the team the best chance right now.  The line-up would be: Shana, Molly, 
Amber, Mykle, Jordan, and Aubree.  Shana was ready to get her shot in this 
big meet and led us off with a very good vault a 9.725.  Molly then saluted and 
received a 9.7 for her effort.  Amber had a good vault going but a bounce on her 
landing lowered her score to a 9.675.  It was a bit of a rough start but Mykle 
shook it loose as she hit a very good vault for a 9.8.  Jordan then hit for a 
9.775 and then Aubree finished up for 9.85.  Our event score was a 48.85.  It 
was our second event where we knew we left some points on the floor but we 
were still competing hard and still scoring well.  We were pumped to keep it up 
as we rotated to our third event. 

We marched to bars with the same line-up we had been using for the 
final part of the season: Britnie, Allie, Molly, Becca, Aubree, and Katie.  Britnie 
got us off to a really good start as she opened up with a 9.8.  Allie kept the 
cheering coming from the corral as she hit her set for our second 9.8.  It didn’t 
slow down there as Molly hit one of her best sets for a 9.825.  The first half of 
the rotation had gone extremely well.  Becca’s set was going very well until a 
slip of a hand on her transition.  She quickly recovered and was able to return 
a pretty respectable score of 9.7.  Aubree then stepped up and hit her routine 
for a 9.775.  Katie finished of our rotation with a very good routine and our 
second 9.825.  Our event score was our first 49 at 49.025.  It was a very good 
rotation for us and really what we all expected.  The meet was going just as we 
had planned and we had one event to go and a lot of confidence as we marched 
to our last event. 

The beam line-up remained unchanged from the final home meet: Allie, 
Jordan, Aubree, Britnie, Molly, and Katie.  Allie stepped up and started us off 
with a lot confidence and a 9.7.  Jordan followed with a great routine and a 



9.775.  Aubree finished off her meet with her third 9.85 of the meet when she 
nailed her routine.  Britnie then stepped up but had an incredibly rare fall on 
her acro series.  She finished like the great competitor she is and still received 
a 9.225 from the judges.  Molly got us back on track with her best of the 
season as she rocked a 9.9.  Now it was up to Katie to secure a great meet for 
us and she was up to the task.  She hit another great set and also scored a 9.9.  
It was a very exciting finish to the competition.  A 49.125 event score and a 
final team score of 195.9. 

We had done everything we could at this meet.  We dominated our 
session and even though the meet format prevented us from taking some 
individual finishes, we knew in our hearts that we were peaking as a team and 
proud of how we competed.  Our score would improve our national ranking and 
post-season seeding.  Our final team finish might be 5th but we don’t have 
control of that in this kind of meet.  We left all of it behind as we left Salt Lake 
City.  The regular season was a good one.  17 wins and 5 losses.  Now onto the 
post-season for the 26th consecutive year.  
 

Arizona @ Pac-12 Championships 
 Floor Vault Bars Beam AA 

Becca 9.725  9.7   
Aubree 9.85 9.85 9.775 9.85 39.325 
Mykle  9.8    
Allie 9.75  9.8 9.7  
Britnie   9.8 9.225  
Kristin 9.575     
Katie 9.8  9.825 9.9  
Molly 9.775 9.7 9.825 9.9 39.2 
Shana  9.725    
Jordan  9.775  9.775  
Amber  9.675    
 

 
Post-season We are very proud to have qualified to the NCAA post-

season for the 26th consecutive season.  Our national ranking had risen to #16 
and on the Monday after we returned to Tucson, we were sent the Seattle 
Regional as the #3 seed.  We will be joined by Alabama (1), LSU (2), Washington 
(4), Iowa (5), and Central Michigan (6).  We are very excited about our draw and 
this opportunity.   

 
Congratulations Shortly after the championships, the All-Conference 

Teams were announced.  We are very proud that Aubree Cristello was named 
1st Team All-Around, Katie Matusik was named 1st Team Balance Beam, and 
Molly Quirk was named 2nd Team All-Around.  It is a great honor for them and 
our program.  For Aubree this is the 3rd consecutive season for this 1st Team 
honor.  For Katie, this is the 2nd year in a row for the 1st Team honor on beam.  
And for Molly, this is her 2nd time being name All-Conference as she earned the 
honor her freshman year as well. 

 
Alumni Sightings  Kiernan Andrews and her daughter Kalen came 

out to cheer on the team at Davis.  It was great to see Monica Bisordi and her 



mother at the Stanford meet.  Rose (McLaughlin) Neale flew up to New 
Hampshire to cheer on the team at our meet in Durham.  She and her 
husband will be moving in the near future to Minneapolis.  Both Jessamyn 
Salter and Rose (McLaughlin) Neale both flew in for the senior meet.  Also in 
attendance at that meet were Aubrey (Taylor) Kelly, Brina (Weissman) 
Migliazza, Gina Martin Mueller, and Nancy (Altmann) Jones – of course.  
And for the final time this season, Jamie (Holton) Morrison and Mary (Reiss) 
Farias behind the microphones of the webcast along with Jamie (Duce) 
Quintero out on the floor as Meet Director. 
 

Boosters  I want to thank everyone who has donated to the program 
already this year.  It really means a great deal to a program such as ours.  If 
you haven’t signed up yet, there is still time.  You can print out the flyer off of 
our Facebook page and mail it in.  Thank you in advance to those who have 
already sent in a pledge and those who are intending to in the near future.
 

Cyberspace  Hopefully you have been keeping up with the team via our 
Facebook page (University of Arizona Gymnastics) and Official website 
(www.arizonawildcats.com/gymnastics).  Valery Meusburger (our SID) has been able 
to send real time tweets via Twitter (AZGymnastics) during our meets.  And 
remember, if you can’t come to the meets, we webcast the meet live.   

As always, the newsletter will be on our main website.  The archives of the old 
newsletters reside at (www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html).  An entire segment of 
GymCat supporters receive this newsletter electronically.  Please contact me if you 
would like to be put on that list.   

 
Until Next Time… 
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