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Director of Media Relations: Tom Duddleston, Jr.

Gymnastics Contact: Valery Meusburger

Of! ce Phone: (520) 621-0912

Of! ce Fax: (520) 621-2681

E-mail: vem@email.arizona.edu

Associate SID: Richard Paige

Assistant SID: Blair Willis

Assistant SID: Molly O�Mara

University: The University of Arizona

Nickname: Wildcats

Colors: Cardinal/Navy

Location: Tucson, Arizona

Founded: 1885

Enrollment: 39,200

Af! liation: NCAA Division-I

Conference: Paci! c-12

President: Dr. Eugene G. Sander

Director of Athletics: Greg Byrne
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The University of Arizona

Media Relations Of! ce

106 McKale Memorial Center

P.O. Box 210096

Tucson, AZ 85712-0096

www.arizonawildcats.com

Head Coach: Bill Ryden, Fourteenth year (Arizona State, 1983)

Record at Arizona: 176-175-3

Career Record: Same

Assistant Coach: John Court, Fourteenth year 

(Johnson & Wales, 1993)

Assistant Coach: Randi Acosta, Second year (University of 

Arizona 2004)

Gymnastics Of! ce Phone: (520) 621-4777 

Gymnastics Fax Number: (866) 282-3837

Team National Champions: None

Individual National Champions: Two

 Anna Basaldua, 1991 (Vault)

 Heidi Hornbeek, 1996 (Floor)

2011 Overall Record: 11-15

2011  Regular Season Record: 9-7

2011  Pac-10 Record/ Finish:  5th

2011  Regional Finish:  5th

2011 Final NCAA Ranking: 20th

Letterwinners Ret./Lost: 8/5

All-Americans Ret./Lost: 1/1
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Roster
Name Year Height 

       Danielle Buchanan

Rebecca Cardenas

Aubree Cristello

Barbara Donaldson

Mykle Douglas

Allison Flores

Deanna Graham

Britnie Jones

Kristin Klarenbach

Katie Matusik

Chelsea Perna

Ellen Pitluck

Molly Quirk

Shana Sangston

Ali Stakem

Jordan Williams

Amber Wobma

Fr.

RS Jr.

Jr.

So.

Jr.

Fr.

Sr.

Jr.

Fr.

Sr.

RS Fr.

RS So.

Jr.

So.

So.

So.

Fr.

5-4

5-1

5-3

5-2

5-6

5-1

5-2

5-4

5-2

5-5

5-4

5-4

5-5

5-1

5-4

5-5

5-2

Hometown (Last School)

Lancaster, Calif. (Paraclete HS)

Honolulu, Hawaii (Hawaii Mission Acad-

emy)

Glenville, N.Y. (Scotia-Glenville HS)

Bakers! eld, Calif. (Bakers! eld HS)

Plano, Texas (Plano Senior High)

Addison, Ill. (Addison Trail HS)

Tucson, Ariz. (Desert Christian HS)

Phoenix, Ariz. (Shadow Moutain HS)

Edmonton, Alberta, CAN (Hairy Ainly HS)

McKinney, Texas (Plano Senior High)

Middletown, Del. (Caravel Academy)

Chicago, Ill. (Marist HS)
Phoenix, Ariz. (Horizon Honors)

Gaithersburg, Md. (Magruder HS)

Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. (Los Osos 

HS)

Head Coach: Bill Ryden, 14th season (Arizona State, 1983)

Associate Head Coach: John Court, 14th season (Johnson & Wales, 1993)

Assistant Coach: Randi Acosta, 2nd season (Arizona 2002)

Team Manager: Annalee Cristello

Athletic Trainer: Doug Contaoi

Strength and Conditioning Coach: Neil Wiley

SID: Valery Meusburger
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GymCats Working Hard to Make Impact
Relying on the seniors and standouts as well as bringing in new talent serve 

as a springboard for success in the 2011-12 season

How do you feel about the upcoming 

season?

�W e�ve had a great off season, but we know 

a team is only as good as its last meet so we 

need to keep building.  I�m looking towards us 

building as a team, getting a little healthier, 

being able to install some new gymnastics 

and just sort of returning to levels that we 

haven�t been at in a few years. I feel like as a 

team we�re pretty experienced; we have a lot 

of veterans, and I feel like we�re going to use 

that to our advantage to compete very well 

meet in meet out.�

�As far as the season is concerned, it�s 

going to be one of the toughest yet. I like our 

schedule as far as the way the meets are laid 

out, but I also know that every competition 

is going to be a dog! ght. As long as we take 

each meet one weekend as a time and move 

on from our mistakes we should be good to 

go.�

How do you think the seniors are going to 

contribute this year?

�All four of the seniors have done an incredible 

job for us. I mean, you look at Katie and 

Deanna � they�re doing the best gymnastics 

of their career. The fact that both of them are 

Pac-10 and NCAA Regional medalists and 

! nalists as well as ! rst team all-conference 

members really speaks to their talent level.� 

�Becca now seems to be doing her very best 

work as well; in fact she�s even looking the 

best she�s been on vault in the past couple of 

years.� 

�W e�ve been through the ringer with Britnie 

and her injuries and the fact that she�s able 

to do the two events at the level she�s doing 

them right now � I couldn�t ask more of the 

senior class.� 

�A lot of the weight is on their shoulders. I 

don�t think they would want it any other way. 

I�m proud of them for all they�re doing, and 

they�re going to do a bulk of the competing 

and we�ll just take it from there.�

What are your expectations for Aubree 

Cristello?

�Aubree very well could be the top or most 

consistent gymnast on the team. You�re talking 

about a girl who has only been here for two 

years and has been ! rst team all-conference 

in the all-around two years in a row in one of 

the toughest conferences in the nation.� 

�W e rely on her: she�s a rock, she�s steady, 

and she�s someone I really have con! dence 

in when I put her wherever I put her, even 

when she�s dealing with issues. She�s done so 

much already. She�s only halfway through her 

career and has already established herself to 

the faithful as one of those solid veterans that 

you always count on. I don�t see her role with 

the team getting anything but more important 

if that is even possible.�

Which of the freshman do you think will 

make the biggest splash?

�W ell you know it�s a little bit up and down. 

I would�ve said something different the last 

few months than today � all of the freshmen 

have had some issue with injury. Kristin is 

! ghting with an injury right now, if we can get 

her healthy she will make an impact. Allie is 

! ghting with an injury right now that is really 

limiting her, and Danielle has been coming 
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back off of an injury ever since she arrived 

on campus. Amber was dealing with some 

injuries in her legs right at the end of the fall 

semester and is just now starting to turn it on.� 

�I think you may see one freshman or two 

in one meet and another set in another 

meet. It�s really going to be an up and down 

rollercoaster for them in regards getting 

experience and breaking into the lineups 

because we have a lot of really good athletes 

already on the team. Ultimately two or three 

years from now the freshman class will have 

really distinguished itself, but I think it�s going 

to be a little bit slow starting for them for a 

number of reasons.�

What are your main points of emphasis for 

the team this season?

�Don�t count falls. Pay attention to little details 

� the devil is in the details. We have all of 

the dif! culty and big skills we could ever use 

but extra steps, not hitting 180 on leaps, not 

getting turns around, not hitting handstands � 

all of that stuff adds up so quickly. You�ve got 

to hit routines and you�ve got to stay on the 

equipment.�

What is the competition like within the gym 

to be in the lineup?

�It�s crazy. It�s to the point where we can�t even 

! nalize a lineup until way late. We�re looking 

at eight or nine deep on beam and bars. Floor 

and vault right now are sort of our thinnest 

events due to our leg injuries, but the people 

who are there are doing a great job. I think 

it�s tough. If someone isn�t practicing well or 

is nicked up, we have enough talent that they 

don�t just get a pass. For the sake of the team 

you can go with someone stronger because 

there is always going to be someone waiting 

there. That�s really going to be a bene! t, and 

it�s de! nitely made us stronger.�

Speak on your opinion of the new 

conference:

�Well, what can you say? I don�t know 

what the of! cial rules are as far as adding 

championships for the members that we�ve 

added or whatever, but if you add the 

championships that Utah brings, as well as 

their level of gymnastics, combined with the 

championships that UCLA has already won 

as well as just all of the top quality gymnastics 

that there already is I think we easily could 

now be at the forefront of gymnastics 

conferences � simply with the addition of 

Utah. Now, that doesn�t make it any easier 

for the rest of us in the conference obviously, 

but every meet is going to be huge. I don�t 

know how many sports in our conference can 

say this, but I can predict and see every team 

making the post season. I think that�s unheard 

of in any other sport.� 

What are your thoughts on Deanna for her 

! nal season?

�She�s always been incredibly motivated and 

she loves gymnastics. She was made to be a 

gymnast. You look at her, she�s a big part of 

Tucson�s history of gymnastics, and I want her 

to go out with a bang. That�s her motivation 

and she�s certainly got the gymnastics to do it, 

no doubt.� 

�You can�t even begin to speak on how hard 

she works. She injured her hand four weeks 

ago, and she has a splint put on it. She was 

so upset about being out of bars that a few 

days ago she talked the trainer into letting try 

a bar set with the splint and she hit two for two 

routines that probably would�ve scored 9.80. 

She wants the team to be as good as it can 

be � you can just see it in her eyes. There is 

never a day where she isn�t working hard. I�m 

really proud that she�s going to always be part 

of our heritage and I think she�s going to have 

a great senior year.�
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Now in his 14th season at the helm of the Arizona gymnastics 

program, head coach Bill Ryden has not only continued the tradition 

of Arizona gymnastics, he has taken the success of the program to 

a higher level. Ryden has led each of his squads to the Regional 

Championships, stretching the program�s streak to 25 consecutive 

appearances and made an NCAA Championship appearance in 2002, 

the program�s ! rst since 1996.

Ryden also has established himself as one of Arizona�s most 

decorated head coaches, garnering a few awards to his name 

honoring his leadership. Ryden was named the 2002 South Central 

Regional Coach of the Year and the 2002 Pac-10 Coach of the 

Year, becoming the ! rst Head Coach in Arizona history to be named 

Regional Coach of the Year. Ryden owns a career and school record 

of 163-163-3in his 13 years at Arizona.

In Ryden�s tenure as both Arizona�s Head Coach and top assistant, 

he has coached in 21 Pac-10 Championship meets, 17 NCAA 

Championships and 21 NCAA Regional Championships. Ryden also 

trained 13 All-Americans and 26 All-Pac-10 gymnasts at Arizona.

2011 marked the 25th consecutive postseason appearance for the Wildcats, as Ryden led the team to fourth 

and ! fth place victories at the Pac-10 Championships and NCAA Regional Championships (respectively). 

Despite an injury ! lled beginning, Ryden coached the Wildcats to a 24th consecutive postseason appearance, 

as well as a third place ! nish at the NCAA Regional Championships in the 2010 season. Ryden also coached 

three Wildcats (Deanna Graham, Molly Quirk and Aubree Cristello) to Pac-10 All-Conference awards for all-

around.

Despite the youth of the GymCats in 2009, Ryden helped coach the team to their 23rd consecutive post 

season appearance, including a third place ! nish at the NCAA Regional Championships in California. Other 

season highlights included the breakout performance of sophomore Deanna Graham, who, under Ryden�s 

direction was the lone Wildcat to compete individually at the NCAA National Gymnastics Championships. 

In 2008, the 11th-year head coach helped the Wildcats reach their 22nd consecutive postseason. One of the 

highlights of the year came in the team�s dual meet with ASU. Although the Wildcats consistently beat their 

in-state rivals, this was the ! rst win in dual meet, at ASU, in 22 years. This also marked the ! rst victory of the 

academic year for any Arizona team against the Sun Devils. The team was also victorious in Team GPA and 

Community Service for the fourth time. Karin Wurm was named the inaugural Pac-10 Scholar Athlete of the 

Year. 

In 2007, Ryden led a talented team to a 19-9 overall record, including a fourth-place ! nish at the Pac-10 

Championships and a third-place ! nish at the South Central Regional Championships. Most importantly, 

Ryden has spearheaded the construction of Arizona�s new training facility on campus, a facility that rivals the 

top gymnastics training centers in the country. For the second year in a row and third in four years, the team 

won the Director�s Cup for Community Service. 

Head Coach Bill Ryden
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Head Coach Bill Ryden

Even after replacing six seniors, including the school�s all-time leading scorer Monica Bisordi, Ryden led the 

2006 Wildcats to a #13 national ! nish and into the postseason for the 20th straight year. Junior Aubrey Taylor 

and Sophomore Karin Wurm emerged as gymnasts to contend with at the national level as both represented 

Arizona at the NCAA Championships. The Wildcat Gymnastics team won the Director�s Cup for Community 

Service for the second time in three years. 

In 2005, with the largest senior class in Ryden�s tenure, the Wildcats earned 24 victories, the most for the 

program since 1996, when the Wildcats ! nished with a 36-10 mark. In doing so, Arizona placed second at the 

Pac-10 Championships, matching their best conference ! nish in school history. Also, under Ryden�s tutelage, 

senior Monica Bisordi became the school�s all-time leading scorer and was named 2005 South Central 

Region Co-Gymnast of the Year. 

In 2004, Ryden led his program to new heights. Arizona posted 11 scores in 13 meets that rank on the 

school�s top-20 all-time list. The Wildcats also posted two scores of 197 or better that season, something only 

accomplished twice in program history previously. The Wildcats also posted 16 team-event scores that rank 

on the top-10 all-time list. In addition to the team success, Ryden also coached junior Bisordi to her second 

straight NCAA Championship appearance where she placed ! fth on the " oor while on her way to second 

team All-America honors. The team won the Director�s Cup for Community Service. 

In an injury plagued season in 2003, Arizona made two appearances in the top-10 nationally and recorded 12 

new scores worthy of the all-time top-10 list. The 2003 season also marked the school�s high in a meet when 

the Wildcats earned a 197.375 in a meet 3/14/03 against Oklahoma. 

Ryden made his ! rst appearance at the NCAA Championship meet as a head coach in 2002, leading the 

Wildcats to an 11th place national ! nish and a 19-13 overall record. This was also the season Ryden was 

named Pac-10 Conference Coach of the Year and South Central Regional Coach of the Year. In the Pac-

10 Championships, Arizona recorded a school record 49.550 in the vault that still stands today. Ryden also 

coached two Gymcats, Randi Liljenquist and Stevie Fanning, to a pair of Pac-10 Championships in the " oor 

and beam respectively. 

In 2001, Arizona ! nished the season No. 18 nationally behind Ryden and ended the year third in the NCAA 

South Central Regional. A big highlight of the 2001 season came against North Carolina State, when the team 

set the school record for uneven bars with a 49.475 score. 

In his sophomore season as the Arizona head coach, Ryden led the Wildcats all the way to a No. 20 end 

of the season ranking and ! nished fourth at the NCAA Region III Championships. He also coached Arizona 

legend Heidi Hornbeek to an AAI American Award. 

Ryden took over the Wildcats beginning with the 1999 season after being an Arizona assistant for eight year 

and was a success right from the start. His ! rst team posted four event scores that at the time ranked in the 

top-! ve on Arizona�s all-time performances list. 

Long considered one of the top collegiate coaches in the country, Ryden is certainly no stranger to Arizona 

gymnastics. Ryden entered his ! rst season as Head Coach in 1998-99 after spending the previous eight 

years coaching alongside former Head Coach Jim Gault, who retired following the 1998 season. During his 

tenure as Arizona�s top assistant coach, Ryden was named Midwest Region Assistant Coach of the Year in 

1992 and was a member of the USA World University Games coaching staff in 1993. 
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Head Coach Bill Ryden

Ryden, who started at Arizona as an assistant in August 1990, has coached in various capacities, both 

nationally and internationally, for more than 15 years. He served as USA national team coach in 1989, and 

from 1988 through 1990, he was Head Coach at Ryden Gymnastics in Littleton, Colo. From 1984 to 1988, he 

was a Class I/Elite coach at the Denver School of Gymnastics, where he coached former Arizona standout 

Diane Monty and former Wildcats Andrea Walters and Nancy Milberger during their club gymnastics career. 

Prior to that, in 1983, he was the Head Coach of the Arizona Twisters in Mesa, Ariz. 

Not surprising, given his coaching pro! ciency, Ryden has an impressive background as a gymnast himself. 

He competed both nationally and internationally for Arizona State University from 1978 to 1983 where he was 

a three-year letterwinner, and during his senior year, Ryden was ranked second in the nation on the horizontal 

bar. 

Ryden earned a B.S.E. in Aerospace Engineering from Arizona State University in 1983. He worked 

as a Senior Engineer at Martin Marietta Denver Aerospace from 1984 to 1990, conducting analysis on 

ICBM missiles and developing proprietary software systems among other tasks. He has further studies in 

biomechanics, anatomy and physiology, sports psychology and computer software systems. 
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Associate Head Coach/Recruiting Coordinator John Court

Entering his 

14th year with 

Arizona, assistant 

coach John Court 

has established 

himself as one of 

the top assistant 

gymnastics 

coaches in the 

country. 

With a competitive 

! air and energetic 

passion for 

gymnastics, Court 

takes great pride in 

helping mold each 

Wildcat gymnast 

to be at her fullest 

potential both in and out of the gym.

Court�s dynamic impact was recognized in 2007 as he was 

named the 2007 South Central Region Assistant Coach of 

the Year.

�I always try to get better at what I do and try to remain 

consistent with my coaching,� Court said. �I believe in 

continuous learning and have a competitive drive that I 

teach with.�

As the 2nd longest-tenured assistant coaches in the 

Pac-10, Court�s contributions are visible both inside the 

gym and on an administrative level. His duties in the 

gym include vault and ! oor coaching, where Court is 

responsible for developing each gymnast�s tumbling and 

vaulting.

�John has a great intention on being successful and takes 

great pride in representing our team and our university,� 

head coach Bill Ryden said. �He takes his job very 

seriously and continues to strive to improve this team.�

Outside of the gym, Court has served as Arizona�s 

recruiting coordinator for the last six seasons, searching 

for the best amateur talent in the nation to bring into the 

Wildcat program. For Court, recruiting is not a job, it is a 

way to help Arizona�s program get even better. Additionally, 

Court serves as co-director for Bill Ryden�s Sonoran 

Gymnastics Camp.

�John spearheads our recruiting,� Ryden said. �He will 

spend an entire year researching the upcoming recruits, 

" guring out where we need to go and who we need to see. 

He is a fan of the sport and likes " nding talent. John is a 

people person who likes going out and talking to people.� 

.

For Court, recruiting is not a job, it is a way to help 

Arizona�s program get even better.

 �I try to assist our program in the best way I can to recruit 

and evaluate our future Wildcats,� Court said. �This 

program has inked some national talent over the years and 

the rewards have been fantastic and our future looks very 

bright. After working with Bill the last eleven seasons I have 

a good idea of what type of person and gymnast he wants 

on the team.�

During each gymnastics meet, Court�s passion for the 

sport and desire to win is clearly visible in his coaching. 

Court leads with his emotions by always cheering for each 

gymnast after each routine and providing Arizona with an 

extra spark of energy needed to succeed. 

�John is an emotional leader for this team,� Ryden said. 

�When we get into a competition, he is all about each 

routine and each score. He brings his game face and helps 

our team succeed.�

Before coaching at Arizona, Court spent " ve years at the 

University of Vermont, his last three years (1995-98) as 

head coach. During those years he was named ECAC 

Coach of the Year twice. Prior to Vermont, Court spent two 

years as an assistant coach at Brown University under his 

mother and legendary gymnastics coach Jackie Court, who 

coached there for 33 years. 

�She is the reason I became involved with the sport. It was 

her passion and leadership that has helped me become the 

coach I am today,� Court said.

With twelve years of coaching experience at Arizona, Court 

has noticed the valuable team experience this program 

provides for its gymnasts.

�At Arizona we compete at a national level in all areas and 

it�s pleasurable to help the athletes grow as people and 

achieve their athletic and personal goals,� Court said. �It is 

very important that you keep the sport fun for your team, 

yourself and provide a positive learning environment. We 

are all at our best when we love what we do.�

Court is a 1993 graduate of Johnson and Wales University 

with a bachelor�s degree in marketing. He received his 

master�s degree in public/athletics administration from the 

University of Vermont in 1995.
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Assistant Coach/Choreographer Randi Acosta

Currently in her second season with Arizona, assistant coach 

Randi Acosta is no stranger to the GymCats. As a former 

Arizona Gymnast, Acosta brings an enthusiasm deeply rooted 

in Arizona pride.

Acosta (formerly Liljenquist), competed at Arizona from 1999-

2002, turning in one of the most accomplished careers of 

any Wildcat gymnast. During her four years of competition, 

Acosta was a four-time All-Pac-10 gymnast and garnered two 

All-American awards. Additionally, she was the 2002 Pac-10 

champion on the ! oor exercise and was named the NCAA 

Regional Gymnast of the Year that same season.

Acosta holds the school record in the all-around with a 

39.775, in addition to perfect 10.0 marks on the balance 

beam and ! oor exercise (twice). She is the only UA gymnast 

to achieve such a score on beam and one of only three in program history to do so in the ! oor 

exercise.

Upon graduating from the U of A, Acosta worked at Mystique del Mar as an acrobat, then 

married Roberto Acosta in 2003. She then went on to work at Desert Devil�s as an optional 

level beam coach and ! oor choreographer for several years. 

With her experience at both the college and club level, Acosta brings a unique perspective to 

the GymCats� coaching staff. 

�Randi not only bleeds red and blue, but is also extremely talented from both an athlete and a 

coaching perspective,� head coach Bill Ryden said, �She is a visual for the girls of a successful 

alum with a history of a strong eye for detail. Randi is an exceptional addition to our coaching 

staff.�

At Arizona, Acosta is responsible for choreographing routines for both the ! oor exercise as well 

as the balance beam, while primarily coaching the beam. Acosta is also a huge player in the 

marketing and promotions of the team, as well as team attire (competition leotards, warm-ups, 

etc) and producing custom music for each team member�s ! oor music.

�I love coaching college gymnastics. I can�t wait to see each individual who comes through the 

program succeed, make the best of their careers and be proud of what they�ve done. I want 

them to stand out. They work hard and deserve the recognition.� Acosta said.

Outside of the gym, Acosta loves spending time with her husband and two daughters Ana 

Milan and Isabella Sophia.
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Deanna Graham

5-2 � Senior � Tucson, AZ

Awards/Honors:

2011 Pac-10 Gymnast of the Week

2011 ! rst-team All-Pac-10 All-Around 

2010 ! rst-team All-Pac-10 All-Around

2009 second-team All-Pac-10 Vault

Collegiate Bests:

Vault: 9.925 Bars: 9.850 Beam: 9.900 Floor: 9.925 All-Around: 39.400

Arizona 2011: Competed 12 out of 12 meets�Competed 11 meets all-around�Was named to the 

! rst team All-Conference all-around team�Started out the season with a 9.875 on vault, a 9.750 

on bars, a season high 9.90 on " oor and an all-around score of 38.575 at the Pac-10 Showcase 

(1/9)�Earned a 9.825 on vault, a 9.750 on beam and an all-around of 38.575 at Utah State with 

BYU (1/14)�Posted a 9.850 on vault and a then season high 9.850 on beam against ASU (1/21)�

Totaled an all-around score of 38.350 with a bar score of 9.800, a beam score of 9.700 and a " oor score of 9.825 against Boise State 

(1/28)�Earned a score of 9.850 on vault, a career high 9.850 on bars, and a 9.775 on " oor to total an all-around score of 38.750 against 

Illinois-Chicago (2/4)�Was named Pac-10 Gymnast of the Week for her performance at NC State with William and Mary where she earned 

a vault score of 9.850, tied her career high bar score of 9.850, posted a beam score of 9.725 and a " oor score of 9.825 on " oor to total an 

all-around score of 39.250 (2/12)�Posted a score of 9.800 on vault, a 9.725 on " oor, and a 9.825 on " oor to total a 38.575 against Stanford 

(2/18)�Totaled a 38.875 at BYU with scores of 9.850 on vault, a career high 9.90 on beam, and a 9.700 on " oor (2/26)�Earned a score of 

9.90 on vault, and a 9.700 on beam totaling a 38.325 at UCLA with Georgia (3/6)�Earned a season high all-around of 39.350 with a career 

high 9.925 on vault, a 9.800 on bars, a 9.750 on beam, and a 9.875 on " oor at BYU with UNH and TWU (3/11)�Totaled an all-around score 

of 39.100 at the Pac-10 Championships after posting scores of 9.875 on vault, 9.775 on bars, 9.750 on beam, and 9.700 on " oor (3/19)�

Rounded out the season with a score of 9.850 on vault, a 9.775 on bars, a 9.875 on " oor and an all-around score of 38.725 at the NCAA 

Regional Championships (4/2)�

Arizona 2010: Competed 12 out of 13 meets...Was the lone Wildcat to qualify to the NCAA National Championships for the individual all-

around competition...Competed all-around nine meets...Earned 1st Team Pac-10 All-Conference accolades for her all-around...Took ! rst 

on vault with a score of 9.825, tied for third place on " oor with a 9.800, earned an all-around of 38.550 in the season opener at Arkansas 

(1/9)...Tied for second on vault with a 9.850, posted a 9.700 on bars, tied for second with a 9.850 on " oor and took third all-around with a 

then career high all-around of 39.025 at Stanford (1/17)...Posted a 9.70 on bars against California (1/29)...Received a 9.80 on vault and a 

9.850 on " oor against UCLA (2/5)...Scored a 9.825 on vault and a 38.250 all-around at Oregon State (2/12)...Tied for second on vault with a 

9.875, posted a 9.700 on bars, and tied for second on " oor with a then career high score of 9.90, receiving an all-around score of 38.675 at 

Alabama (2/19)...Scored a 9.80 on vault and a 9.750 on bars at the Master�s Classic (2/28)...Tied for second on vault with a 9.800, posted 

a 9.750 on bars, and took ! rst place on " oor with a career high score of 9.925 against Washington (3/5)...Tied her career high to take ! rst 

place on vault with a 9.9, tied for third on bars with a 9.750, took third on beam with a career high score of 9.850, won " oor with a score of 

9.9, and took ! rst all-around with a career high 39.400 against Minnesota (3/12)...Won vault tying career high with a 9.9, earned a 9.775 

on beam, posted a 9.725 on " oor to take third all-around with a 39.00 against Denver (3/20)...Took third with a 9.875 on vault, earned 

a career high score of 9.775 on bars, posted a 9.775 on beam and a 9.850 on " oor to earn an all-around score of 39.275 at the Pac-10 

Championships (3/27)...Posted a 9.875 on vault, a 9.700 on bars, a 9.700 on beam and a 9.750 on " oor to receive an all-around score of 

39.025 at the NCAA Regional Championships...Received a score of 9.875 on vault, a 9.750 on bars, and a 9.775 on " oor with an all-around 

score of 37.925 at the NCAA National Championships...

Arizona 2009: Began her ! rst season competing all 13 meets on vault...competed ! ve meets on bars...Competed 11 meets on " oor...

Exhibitioned three meets on beam...Took second place in the home opener with a 9.8 against Minnesota (1/10)...Scored a 9.825 on vault 

and a 9.825 on " oor against UCLA (1/18)...Earned a 9.8 on vault in the ! rst home meet against Oregon St. (1/23)...Earned a career high on 

vault with a 9.9 and a then career high on " oor with a 9.85 against Stanford (1/30)...Scored a twin 9.8 on vault and " oor against Washington 

(2/7)...Earned a 9.875 on vault and a 9.875 on " oor against Brown/Wisconsin-Stout (2/13)...Had a 9.875 on vault and a 9.75 on bars against 

Texas Women�s (2/15)...Tied her career high of 9.9 on vault against the University of Denver (3/6)...Scored a 9.85 on vault against Maryland 

(3/14)...Scored a 9.85 on vault and a 9.85 on " oor at the Pac-10 Championships...Competed on bars, scored a 9.875 on " oor and a 9.8 on 

vault at the NCAA South Central Regional Championships (4/4)...

Club/High School: Competed under coaches Andi McCabe and Jessamyn Salter for 7 years at Springs Gymnastics ... Placed 1st on vault at 

2007 nationals ... placed 2nd on " oor at 2007 nationals ... Was named the 2007 optional gymnast of the year ... Placed 1st on vault at 2008 

Nationals and was the 2007 regional all-around champion.

Personal: Daughter of Steve and Julie Graham ... Has younger brother Harrison ... Born in Tucson, Ariz. on March 28th, 1990 ... Majoring in 

Biology in hopes of pursuing something in the medical ! eld ... In free time enjoys hiking, shopping, relaxing, and crafts�
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012

5-4 � Senior � Phoenix, AZ

Awards/Honors:

2011 second-team All-Pac-10 Academic

2010 second-team All-Pac-10 Academic

2010 Pac-10 Special Performance of the Week 

Collegiate Bests:

Bars: 9.85 Beam: 9.90

Arizona 2011: Competed 12 out of 12 meets on bars�Earned 2nd team 

All-Conference Academic recognition�Opened the season with a 9.725 on 

bars at the Pac-10 Showcase (1/9)�Earned a 9.700 on bars at Utah State 

(1/14)�Posted a 9.800 against ASU to take second place on bars (1/21)�

Scored a season high bar score of 9.825 taking third against Illinois-

Chicago (2/4)�tied for third place with a bar score of 9.800 at NC State and William and Mary (2/12)�Tallied 

a 9.700 on bars against Stanford (2/18)�earned a score of 9.725 on bars against BYU (2/26) and UCLA with 

Georgia (3/6)� Scored a 9.750 at the Pac-10 Championships (3/19)� Competed bars at the NCAA Regional 

Championships (4/2)�

Arizona 2010: Competed 13 out of 13 meets...competed 13 meets on bars and 10 meets on beam...Earned 

2nd team All-Conference Academic recognition...Was a valuable asset to the Wildcats on bars and beam...

Posted a 9.775 on bars, tied for ! rst with a season high of 9.850 on beam at Arkansas(1/9)...Was recognized 

for her beam performance as the Pac-10 Special Performer of the Week (1/9)...Earned a score of 9.75 on 

bars, took ! rst on beam with a 9.825 at Stanford (1/17)...Scored a 9.825 on bars and took second with a 

9.800 against Arizona State (1/24)...Took second on bars with a 9.775 and tied for ! rst on beam with a 9.825 

in the ! rst home meet against California (1/29)...Earned a 9.775 on bars, tied for third on beam with a 9.775 

against UCLA (2/5)...Posted a 9.775 on bars and a 9.725 on beam against Oregon State (2/12)...Received 

a 9.725 on bars and a 9.750 on beam at Alabama (2/19)...Placed third on bars with a 9.825 at the Master�s 

Classic (2/28)...Earned a career high bar score of 9.850 to take ! rst place against Washington (3/5)...Tied for 

third on bars against Minnesota with a score of 9.750 (3/12)...Placed second on bars in Denver with a 9.825 

(3/20)...Scored a 9.775 on bars and a 9.750 on beam at the Pac-10 Championships (3/27)...Competed bars 

at the NCAA Regional Championships...

Arizona 2009: Started her ! rst year competing in 11 meets...Competed 11 meets on beam and 10 on bars...

Tied for second place on beam against Stanford with a 9.875 (1/30)...Earned second place with a career high 

of 9.8 on bars and took second with a 9.85 on beam against Washington (2/7)...Won bars with a 9.775 and 

tied for ! rst on beam with her career high of 9.9 against Brown/Wisconsin-Stout (2/13)...Scored a 9.85 and 

tied for ! rst on beam against Texas Women�s (2/15)...Tied for second with a 9.8 on bars against ASU (2/20)...

Won beam with a 9.75 against Maryland (3/14)...Competed bars and beam in the Pac-10 Championships...

Competed bars and beam at the NCAA South Central Regional Championships (4/4)...

Club/ High School: Coached by Dan Witenstein, Vasko Vetzev, and Pam Evans at Arizona Sunrays ... 

Was a member of the club for ! ve years ...Placed second in All-around and ! rst on bars at Region 1 2008 

Championships ... Won the all-around at state championship in 2008 ... Took second on beam and seventh on 

" oor at J.O. Nationals ... Competed in high school gymnastics�

Personal: Daughter of Randy and Nancy Jones ... Both parents are Arizona Gymnastics Alumni Randi -�78-

�80 and Nancy �79-�84 ... Sister of Stephanie Jones ... Born in Phoenix, Ariz. on December 21st, 1990 ...Is 

undecided on a major and in spare time enjoys hanging out with friends�

Britnie Jones
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Katie Matusik
5-5 � Senior � McKinney, TX

Awards/Honors:

2011 Pac-10 Special Performance of the Week

Collegiate Bests:

Bars: 9.800 Beam: 9.925 Floor: 9.800

Arizona 2011: Competed 12 out of 12 meets�Performed 11 meets on bars, 

12 meets on beam, and 12 meets on ! oor�Opened the season with a then 

career high of 9.725 on bars at the Pac-10 Showcase (1/9)�Earned a 9.700 

on beam at Utah State with BYU (1/14)�Scored a 9.725 on bars, and a 

9.800 on beam against Arizona State (1/14)�Posted a score of 9.850 on 

beam and a 9.700 on ! oor against Boise State (1/28)�Earned a score of 

9.775 on bars, a then career high 9.90 on beam, and a 9.725 on ! oor against Illinois-Chicago (2/4)�Tallied 

scores of 9.750, 9.725, and 9.725 on bars, beam, and ! oor (respectively) at NC State with William and Mary 

(2/12)�Posted a 9.725 on bars, a 9.775 on beam, and a 9.750 on ! oor against Stanford (2/18)�Was named 

Pac-10 Special Performance of the Week after earning a 9.70 on bars, a career high 9.925 on beam, and a 

9.725 on ! oor at BYU (2/26)�Scored a 9.875 on beam and a 9.700 on ! oor at UCLA with Georgia (3/6)�

Earned a career high bar score of 9.800, a score of 9.800 on beam and a 9.775 on ! oor against BYU, UNH, 

and TWU (3/11)�Earned a 9.90 on beam at the Pac-10 Championships (3/19)�Finished out the season 

with a score of 9.800 on bars, a 9.875 on beam, and a 9.800 on ! oor at the NCAA Regional Championships 

(4/2)�

Arizona 2010: Sat out the " rst six meets of competition due to an injury...Was an asset to both the beam 

and ! oor team upon her return to competition...Competed seven meets on beam and four meets on ! oor...

Posted a 9.725 in season beam debut at Alabama (2/19)...Scored a then season beam high of 9.800 to take 

third at the Master�s Classic (2/28)...Earned third place with a 9.775, posted a career high in her ! oor debut 

with a score of 9.800 against Washington (3/5)...Took second place with a beam career high score of 9.875 

and earned a ! oor score of 9.750 against Minnesota (3/12)...Posted a 9.775 on beam and a 9.750 on ! oor at 

Denver (3/20)...Received a 9.775 on beam and a 9.750 on ! oor at the Pac-10 Championships (3/27)...Scored 

a 9.725 on beam and a 9.775 on ! oor at the NCAA Regional Championships (4/10)...

Arizona 2009: Began her " rst season competing in all 13 meets on beam...scored a 9.8 on beam against 

Oregon St. (1/23)...Earned a 9.8 on beam against Washington (2/7)...Scored a 9.75 on beam against Brown/

Wisconsin-Stout (2/13)...Tied for " rst on beam against Texas Women�s with a career high of 9.85 (2/15)...

Scored a 9.75 against Arizona State (2/20)...won beam with a 9.8 in the Dual Meet (3/1)...Earned a 9.775 on 

beam against the University of Denver (3/6)...Scored a 9.825 on beam in the Pac-10 Championships (3/21)...

Earned a 9.775 on beam at the NCAA South Central Regional Championships (4/4)...

Club/High School: Coached by Ryan Elrod and Valeri Liukin for 10 years at the WOGA club ... Four-time 

quali" er for Nationals (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008) ... Was the 2008 regional beam champion

Personal: Daughter of Mike and Mary Matusik...Has two older brothers Mickey and Johnny... Born in Plano, 

TX and attended Plano Senior High School ... Career goals include pursuing a career in sports marketing and 

majoring in business ... Enjoys going shopping, laying in the sun, and going to the movies in spare time ...
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012

Rebecca Cardenas
5-1 � RS Junior � Honolulu, HI

Awards/Honors:

2009 2nd All-Pac-10 Floor Exercise

Collegiate Bests:

Vault: 9.8 Bars: 9.825 Beam: 9.925 Floor: 9.825

Arizona 2011: Competed 12 out of 12 meets�Competed bars four meets, 

and ! oor 10 meets� Exhibitioned bars seven meets, and vault one meet�

Earned a score of 9.725 on ! oor against Arizona State (1/21)�Posted 

a season high ! oor score of 9.800 against Boise State (1/28)�Scored a 

9.775 at NC State on ! oor (2/12)�Earned a 9.750 on ! oor against Stanford 

(2/18)�Posted a score of 9.750 on ! oor at UCLA (3/6)�Tied the season 

high 9.800 on ! oor against BYU, UNH, and TWU (3/11)�Contributed at 

the Pac-10 Championships with a  9.750 on bars, and a 9.725 on ! oor (3/19)�Finished up the season with a 

! oor score of 9.725 at the NCAA Regional Championships (4/2)�

Arizona 2010: Sat out the season due to a knee injury...

Arizona 2009: Entered " rst season competing both bars and ! oor in 13 meets...Competed vault four meets...

Scored a 9.75 on vault and a 9.825 on ! oor at the Pac-10 Championships (3/21)...Earned a 9.7 on bars in the 

season opener vs. Minnesota (1/10)...Scored a 9.8 on bars and a 9.825 on ! oor vs. Oregon State (1/23)...

Earned a career high on bars with a 9.825 and tied for " rst on ! oor with a 9.875 against Stanford (1/30)...

Scored a 9.75 on bars and a 9.8 on ! oor against Texas Women�s (2/15)... Scored a 9.8 on ! oor against 

ASU (2/20)...Debuted on vault with a 9.625 and scored 9.8 on bars against Denver (3/6)...Earned a 9.8 on 

! oor against Maryland/Penn St./Yale (3/14)...Had a career high of 9.925 on ! oor against Brown/Wisconsin-

Stout (2/13)...Was Athlete of the week (week of Feb. 4th 2009)...Was student-athlete of the month (April/May 

2009)...Competed bars, ! oor, and vault at the NCAA South Central Regional Championship, earning a 9.8 on 

! oor and a 9.8 on vault (4/4)...

Club/High School: Competed with the Hawaiian Island Twisters for " ve years under coaches Joe Rapp and 

Jamey Gossett ... 4-time Junior Olympic quali" er ... 6-time All-American ... 2nd place All-Around at 2004 state 

competition and regional competition ... 2005 pre-elite quali" er ... 2006 state all-around champion ... Took 3rd 

place in the all-around at 2006 regional ... Took 1st in the all-around at in 2007 state competition and 3rd in 

the all-around in the 2008 state competition...

Personal: Daughter of Romeo and Rachel Cardenas ... Has an older brother Romeo Cardenas Jr. (23)... 

Born in Honolulu, HI on May 20th, 1990 and attended the high school at Hawaii Mission Academy...Pursing a 
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Aubree Cristello

5-3 � Junior � Glenville, NY

Awards/Honors:

2011 Pac-10 Gymnast of the Week

2011 ! rst-team All-Pac-10 All-Around 

2010 ! rst-team All-Pac-10 All-Around

Collegiate Bests: 

Vault: 9.875 Bars: 9.875 Beam: 9.800 Floor: 9.900 All-Around: 39.400

Arizona 2011: Competed 11 out of 12 meets�Was one of Arizona�s lead all-around competitors, 

competing all-around 10 out of 11 meets�Named to the All-Conference First Team for all-

around�Opened the season with scores of 9.700 on vault, 9.725 on bars, 9.875 on ! oor and 

an all-around of 38.775 at the Pac-10 Showcase (1/9)�Posted scores of 9.750 on beam and 

9.800 on vault against ASU (1/21)�Totaled an all-around score of 39.025 with scores of 9.825 

on vault, 9.725 on bars, and 9.800 on ! oor against Boise State (1/28)�Was named Pac-10 

Gymnast of the Week due to scores of 9.850 on vault, a career high 9.875 on bars, 9.775 on 

beam, a career high 9.90 on ! oor and a career high 39.400 all-around against Illinois-Chicago (2/4)�Earned scores of 9.825 on vault, 

9.850 on bars, and 9.750 on beam at NC State with William and Mary (2/12)�Posted a 9.825 on vault, a 9.700 on bars, a 9.725 on beam 

and a 9.825 on ! oor to total a 39.075 all-around against Stanford (2/18)�Tied her career high 9.875 on vault, scored a 9.800 on bars, 

a 9.725 on beam and a 39.000 all-around at BYU (2/26)�Earned a 9.850 on vault, a 9.775 on bars, and a 9.800 on ! oor at UCLA with 

Georgia (3/6)�Tied her career high 9.875 on vault, posted a 9.725 on bars, and earned a 9.825 on ! oor against BYU, UNH, and TWU 

(3/11)�Scored a 9.825 on vault, a 9.725 on bars, a 9.750 on beam and an all-around score of 38.950 at the Pac-10 Championships 

(3/19)�Concluded the season with a 9.800 on vault, a 9.850 on ! oor and an all-around of  38.375 at the NCAA Regional Championships 

(4/2)�

Arizona 2010: Began freshman year competing all-around...Became one of Arizona�s most consistent athletes...Competed at least three 

events in every meet...Competed 12 out of 13 meets all-around...Hit 49 out of 51 routines total this season...Earned a score of 9.700 

on vault, 9.700 on beam, took third with a score of 9.8 on ! oor and earned an all-around score of 38.225 in the season opener against 

Arkansas (1/9)...Tied for third on vault with a 9.825, tied for third with a career high bar score of 9.825 and scored a 38.900 all-around 

at Stanford (1/17)...Placed third with a career high vault score of 9.850, posted a 9.750 on bars, took second with a career high beam 

score of 9.800, received a 9.775 on ! oor and took second all-around with a career high 39.175 at Arizona State (1/24)...Tied for third on 

vault with a 9.725, posted a 9.700 on bars and took third all-around with a 38.175 in the home opener against California (1/29)...Received 

scores of 9.700 on vault, 9.800 on ! oor and placed third all-around with a 38.700 against UCLA (2/5)...Scored a 9.725 on vault, a 9.775 

on bars, a 9.700 on beam and a 38.800 all-around at Oregon State (2/12)...Tied her career high vault score of 9.850, scored a 9.750 on 

bars and a then season high ! oor score of 9.850 at Alabama (2/19)...Posted a 9.800 on vault, a 9.725 on beam, a 9.775 on ! oor and a 

38.975 all-around in the Master�s Classic (2/28)...Tied for " rst on vault with a 9.825, earned a 9.700 on bars and beam, took third on ! oor 

with a career high score of 9.875, and took second all-around with a 39.100 against Washington (3/5)...Took second tying her career high 

vault score of 9.850, earned a 9.775 on beam, took 2nd on ! oor with a score of 9.850, took second all-around with a score of 39.050 

at Denver (3/20)...Scored a 9.825 on vault, a 9.750 on bars, a 9.775 on beam, and a 9.825 on ! oor to post a career high all-around 

of 39.175 at the Pac-10 Championships (3/27)...Earned scores of 9.700 on vault, 9.725 on beam, 9.800 on ! oor, and an all-around of 

38.900 at the NCAA Regional Championships (4/10)...Earned Pac-10 1st Team All-Conference accolades for all-around...

Club/High School: Competed with World Class Gymnastics for six years under Bobby Piehler and Jo Piehler... 2006 Level 10 State 

Champion... 2009 Regional All-Around Champion... 2008 New York State all-around, beam, and ! oor champion... 2008 Regional all-

around, vault, bars and ! oor champion... 2008 7th place vault at Nationals... 2007 New York State ! oor champion... 1st place ! oor and 

bars, 2nd place all-around Regionals 2007... 15th all-around Nationals 2007... State all-around and bars champion 2006... 1st place 

Regional all-around 2006... 2nd Place bars Regionals 2006... 18th place all-around Nationals 2006...3 time team State Champions...

Personal: Born in Schenectady, NY... Daughter of John and Teresa Cristello...Has one older brother- Branden Cristello and one younger 

sister- Annalee Cristello... Attended Scotia-Glenville High School... Major undecided... Has potential career interests in journalism and 

communications...Enjoys hanging out, going shopping, spending time on the computer, watching television, sleeping, and being with 

friends...
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012

Mykle Douglas
5-6 � Junior � Plano, TX

Collegiate Bests:

Vault: 9.875 Floor: 9.775

Arizona 2011: Competed 12 out of 12 meets� Competed on vault 11 

times� Competed on ! oor six times, and exhibitioned three times� 

Exhibitioned on beam once� Opened the season with a 9.725 on vault 

and a 9.600 on ! oor at the Pac-10 Showcase (1/9)� earned a 9.825 

on vault and competed ! oor at Utah State (1/14)� posted a 9.750 on 

vault and a 9.700 on ! oor against Boise State (1/28)� tallied a 9.800 on 

vault against Stanford (2/18)� scored a 9.775 on vault at BYU (2/26)� 

Posted a career high 9.875 on vault at UCLA with Georgia (3/6)� earned 

a 9.750 against BYU, UNH, and TWU (3/11)� totaled a 9.850 on vault and a 9.625 on ! oor at the Pac-10 

Championships (3/19)� Wrapped up the season with a 9.800 on vault and competed ! oor at the NCAA 

Regional Championships (4/2)�

Arizona 2010: Began her career as a ! oor specialist...Competed ! oor 8 meets...Exhibitioned vault against 

Minnesota...Took 1st with a career high ! oor score of 9.775 against California (1/29)...posted a 9.700 

against UCLA (2/5)...Earned a score of 9.725 at Oregon State (2/12)...Competed ! oor at the NCAA Regional 

Championships (4/10)...

Club/High School: Competed with WOGA for ten years under Natasha Boyarskaya and Evengy Marchenko... 

2006 Level 10 State Champion... 2006 Level 10 Regional Floor Exercise Champion...5 time J.O. National 

Quali" er... 2008 Senior B J.O. National Team third place... 2007 Senior A J.O. National Team second place... 

2006 Junior D National Team third place...Ran the 100m and 4 X 100m relay for the varsity track team at her 

high school...

Personal: Born and raised in Canada with a dual citizenship with the U.S.... Daughter of Lance and Melanie 
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Molly Quirk

5-5 � Junior � Glenville, NY

Awards/Honors:

2010 ! rst-team All-Pac-10 All-Around

Collegiate Bests:

Vault: 9.850 Bars: 9.875 Beam: 9.900 Floor: 9.800 All-Around: 39.100

Arizona 2011: Competed 12 out of 12 meets...Competed ten meets on vault, 11 

meets on bars, 11 meets on beam, and ten meets on ! oor�Posted eight all-around 

scores�Started the season off with scores of 9.850 on beam and 9.750 on ! oor at 

the Pac-10 Showcase (1/9)�Earned a bars score of 9.775 at Utah State with BYU 

(1/14)�Scored a 9.775 on bars and a 9.700 on ! oor against ASU (1/21)�Totaled 

an all-around score of 38.950 with scores of 9.700 on vault, 9.775 on bars, 9.700 

on beam, and 9.775 on ! oor against Boise State (1/28)�Posted a score of 9.700 

on vault and a career high score of 9.875 on bars against Illinois-Chicago (2/4)�Earned a score of 9.725 on vault, 9.750 

on bars, 9.750 on beam, and an all-around score of 38.900 at NC State with William and Mary (2/12)�Tallied a 9.700 on 

vault, a 9.800 on bars, and a 9.725 on beam against Stanford (2/18)�Totaled a season high all-around score of 39.075 

thanks to scores of 9.700 on vault, 9.850 on bars, a season high 9.825 on beam, and a 9.700 on ! oor at BYU (2/26)�

Posted a career high vault score of 9.850 and a beam score of 9.775 at UCLA with Georgia (3/6)...Scored a 9.775 on 

bars and tied her career high ! oor score of 9.800 against BYU, UNH, and TWU (3/11)�Competed bars and beam at the 

Pac-10 Championships (3/19)�Rounded out the season with a score of 9.750 on bars and a 9.800 on beam at the NCAA 

Regional Championships (4/2)�

Arizona 2010: Began her career at Arizona as an all-around competitor...Competed in 13 out of 13 meets all-around...Was 

one of Arizona�s most consistent gymnasts, hitting 51 of 52 total routines competed...Earned 1st Team All-Conference for 

all-around...Earned an all-around score of 38.225 in the season opener at Arkansas (1/9)...Posted a score of 9.700 on 

vault, a 9.775 on ! oor and an all-around score of 38.800 Stanford (1/17)...Posted a career high score of 9.800 on vault, 

took " rst on beam with a score of 9.850, earned a 9.725 on ! oor and earned a then career high all-around of 39.050 at 

Arizona State (1/24)...Took third with a score of 9.725 on vault, took third with a career high bar score of 9.700, tied for 

" rst on beam with a 9.825 and tied for second on ! oor with a 9.750 to win the all-around with a score of 39.000 against 

California (1/29)...Posted a 9.750 on beam, earned a career high ! oor score of 9.800 and received an all-around score of 

38.875 against UCLA (2/5)...Tied her career high of 9.700 on bars, tied for second on beam with a 9.825, posted a 9.725 

on ! oor to total an all-around of 38.775 against Oregon State (2/12)...Received a 9.775 on vault, tied for third on beam 

with a score of 9.800, scored a 9.700 on ! oor to total an all-around score of 38.850 at Alabama (2/19)...Scored a 9.750 

on beam and an all-around score of 38.700 in the Master�s Classic (2/28)...Earned a 9.700 on vault, a 9.700 on bars, tied 

for " rst on beam with a 9.825, scored a 9.800 on ! oor and took third all-around with a 39.025 against Washington (3/5)...

Posted a 9.775 on vault, won beam with a career high of 9.90, scored a 9.750 on ! oor, and took third all-around with a 

career high score of 39.100 against Minnesota (3/12)...Received a 9.725 on vault, a 9.775 on beam, a 9.700 on ! oor and 

a 38.775 all-around at Denver (3/20)...Earned a score of 9.800 on beam, a 9.700 on ! oor and a 38.850 all-around score at 

the Pac-10 Championships (3/27)...Scored a 9.775 on vault, competed bars, posted a 9.700 on beam, and tied her career 

! oor score of 9.800 to total a 38.875 all-around at the NCAA Regional Championships (4/10)...

Club/High School: Competed with World Class Gymnastics for seven years under Bobby Piehler, Jo Piehler, and Erik 

Quaal... 2009 1st place vault State... 1st place vault regionals 2009... 7th place ! oor exercise Nationals 2009... 2008 2nd 

place all-around Regionals... 7th place beam 2008 Nationals... 1st place all-around State 2007... 1st place all-around, 

vault and bars Regionals 2007...10th place ! oor and 9th place beam Nationals 2007... 2006 National Quali" er... 1st place 

vault, beam, and ! oor State 2006...

Personal: Born in Albany, NY... Daughter of John & Patricia Quirk...Has one sister Lauren (21)... Attended Bethlehem High 

School... Majoring in Biology... Enjoys hanging out with teammates, water sports, reading, and listening to music...
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Barbara Donaldson
5-2 � Sophomore � Bakers! eld, Calif.

Collegiate Bests:

Vault: 9.775

Arizona 2011: Competed vault four meets� Exhibitioned on vault three 

times, posting her career high score of 9.775 at UCLA with Georgia (3/6)� 

Earned a score of 9.675 against Stanford (2/18)�

Club/High School: Competed under Chris Waller, Kristina Comforte, and 

Bob Matthews at Waller�s GymJam Academy for two years�Took 2nd 

place on vault, 2nd place on bars, and 3rd all-around at the 2010 California 

State Championships�Was a 2010 J.O. National Quali! er�

Personal: Born in Santiago, Chile�Grew up in Bakers! eld, Calif.�Daughter of Peter Donaldson and Maria 

Muñoz�Has one older brother Timothy and a younger sister Isabel�Has aspirations of becoming a diplomat 

or Ambassador and is majoring in French�Enjoys baking and cooking as well as photography, traveling, and 

shopping in her spare time�
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Ellen Pitluck

5-4 � RS Sophomore � Chicago, Ill.

Collegiate Bests:

Beam: 9.775

Arizona 2011: Competed in nine out of 12 meets� Exhibitioned beam four 

times�Competed beam ! ve times� Posted a career high score of 9.775 on 

beam against Illinois-Chicago (2/4)� Earned a beam score of 9.725 at NC 

State with William and Mary (2/12)�

Arizona 2010: Utilized a redshirt season due to an elbow injury...

Club/High School: Competed with International Gymnastics Institute (IGI) 

for eight years under Todd Gardiner... JO National Quali! er 2006, 2008, 2009... 4th place bars JO Nationals 

2008... 4th place all-around Chicago State Championships 2009... 6th place all-around Regionals 2006 & 

2009... 7th place all-around Regionals 2008... 5th place all-around Chicago State Championships 2008... 

2008 Region 5 All-Star Team... 2009 Team State Champions...

Personal: Born in Chicago... Daughter of Philip and Alice Pitluck...Has two brothers- Daniel (18) and Philip 

(14)... Attended Marist High School... Majoring in Business and Sports Marketing with interest to become a 

sports agent... Enjoys hanging out with friends/teammates and playing sand volleyball...
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Shana Sangston
5-1 � Sophomore � Phoenix, Ariz.

Collegiate Bests:

Vault: 9.725 Beam: 9.825

Arizona 2011: Competed 12 out of 12 meets� Competed vault seven 

meets and exhibitioned four meets� Competed beam 11 meets and 

exhibitioned once� earned a career high score of 9.725 on vault and 9.750 

on beam against Boise State (1/28)� Tied her career high 9.725 on vault 

against Illinois-Chicago (2/4)� posted a score of 9.700 on beam at NC 

State with William and Mary (2/12)� Earned a career high beam score of 

9.825 against Stanford (2/18) � Tallied a score of 9.800 on beam at BYU 

(2/26), UCLA with Georgia (3/6) and at the Pac-10 Championships (3/19)� 

Finished out the season with a score of 9.750 on vault and a 9.750 on 

beam at the NCAA Regional Championships (4/2)�

Club/High School: Competed under Trisha Driggs and Peter Werging at Aspire for two years�Was a state, 

Regional, and NIT Quali! er�

Personal: Daughter of David and Collette Sangston�Has older brother Keith and younger brother Ryan�

Enjoys helping and interacting with people and is a nursing major�Enjoys swimming, watching movies, and 

shopping in her spare time�
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Ali Stakem

5-4 � Sophomore � Gaithersburg, Md.

Club Experience: Hills Gymnastics

Arizona 2011: Exhibitioned bars at Utah State (1/14)�Exhibitioned bars 

against Arizona State (1/21)� Sat out the remainder of the season with a 

shoulder injury�

Club/High School: Competed for Hill�s Gymnastics under Kelli Hill for 13 

years�Competed at Level 9 Easterns�Competed as a level 10 gymnast for 

four years� Took small period of retirement from gymnastics in high school, 

went on to become U of A Gymnastics manager�Able to join the U of A 

gymnastics team in 2010�

Personal: Daughter of Marty Stakem�Has older brother Ricky�Grew up in Gaithersburg, Md. and attended 

Magruder High School�Wants to become a sports psychologist and is majoring in psychology�Enjoys 

traveling, watching scary movies, listening to music, and hanging out with friends in her spare time�
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Jordan Williams
5-5 � Sophomore � Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.

Collegiate Bests:

Vault: 9.825 Beam: 9.850

Arizona 2011: Competed 11 out of 12 meets� Competed vault eight 

meets� Competed beam 11 meets� Exhibitioned bars once�Started 

the season with a score of 9.800 on vault at the Pac-10 Showcase (1/9)� 

Earned a vault score of 9.775 at Utah State with BYU (1/14)� Posted a 

9.750 on vault and a 9.725 on beam against Arizona State (1/21)� Scored 

a 9.725 on beam against Boise State (1/28)� Tallied a score of 9.750 on 

vault at BYU (2/26)� Earned a career high vault score of 9.825 and a 

beam score of 9.700 at UCLA with Georgia (3/6)� Posted a 9.700 on vault 

and a 9.750 on beam against BYU, UNH, and TWU (3/11)� Earned a 9.800 on vault and a career high 9.850 

on beam at the Pac-10 Championships (3/19)� Finished out the season with a vault score of 9.800 and a 

beam score of 9.700 at the NCAA Regional Championships (4/2)�

Club/High School: Competed under Trent and Jill Spaulding of Precision Gymnastics for two years�Was a 

J.O. National Quali! er in 2006�Took 4th all-around at the 2007 U.S. Classic�Earned 9th place all-around 

and 5th place on vault in the 2007 J.O. National Championships�2009 Regional Vault, Floor, and All-

Around Champion�2009 J.O. National Team Member�took 4th place all-around in the 2009 J.O. National 

Championships�

Personal: Born in Atlanta, Ga�.Grew up in Rancho Cucamonga, Calif�Daughter of Rod and Trina 

Williams�Father played football for USC�Has one older brother Rodney Jr. and a younger sister Dani�

Would like to work in either sports medicine or cosmetic surgery and is a physiology major�Enjoys going to 

the beach, shopping, relaxing, and spending time with friends and family during her spare time�
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Chelsea Perna

Danielle Buchanan

5-4 � RS Freshman � Middletown, Del.

 Club Experience: First State Gymnastics, Docksiders Gymnastics

Arizona 2011: Utilized a redshirt season due to a knee injury�

Club/High School: Competed for First State Gymnastics under Slava 

Glazanouv for 11 years�Competed for Docksiders Gymnastics under     

.Bob Oullette for two years�Was 2006 J.O. Eastern National All-

Around Champion, as well as took ! rst place on Bars�Competed in 

2008 J.O. Level 10 National Championships and earned second place 

all-around as well as fourth place on vault�Was a J.O. National Team Member in 2008�

Personal: Born in Delaware, grew  up in Middletown�Daughter of Paul and Carla Perna�Attended Caravel 

Academy�Majoring in Business�Spends her free time working out, shopping and enjoys spending time at 

the beach�

5-4 � Freshman � Lancaster, Calif.

Club Experience: Gymnastics Olympica

Club/High School: Competed two years under Shavann Church and 

Liang Zhao at Gymnastics Olympica�Was the 2010 level 10 

California State vault champion�Took 4th all-around at the 2010 

State Championships�Took 4th all-around at the 2011 State 

Championships�Took 3rd on vault at the 2011 State meet�

Personal: Born in Lancaster, Calif�Daughter of Matt and Aimee 

Buchanan�Has a younger sister Courtney�Wants to become an athletic trainer or physical therapist�

Enjoys shopping, going to the beach, getting her nails done, taking naps, and reading in her spare time�
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Allison Flores

Kristin Klarenbach

5-1 � Freshman � Addison, Ill.

Club Experience: Illinois Gymnastics Institute (IGI)

Club/High School: Attended the Illinois Gymnastics Institute (IGI) for    

.   13 years�Competed under Todd Gardiner, Amy Blackburn, and Doug 

Miller�Was the 2007 Regional Champion�Was a three time regional 

quali! er, and took 3rd place all-around at the State Championships�

Took 1st place on bars, beam, " oor, and all-around at the 2011 State 

Championships�Took 2nd place all-around, bars, and beam at the 

2011 Regional Championships�Quali! ed for the 2011 National 

Championships and took 2nd on bars, 4th on beam, and 1st all-around�

Was named the Region V Athlete of the Year for 2011�

Personal: Grew up in Addison, Ill. and attended Addison Trail High School�Daughter of Ramiro and Linda 

Flores�Has two sisters Nicole and Mary, and one brother Brian�Has a physiology major and a minor in 

sports management�Enjoys shopping, tanning, and hanging out with friends and family in her spare time�

5-2 � Freshman � Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Club Experience: Champions Gymnastics

Club/High School: Competed under Michel Arsenault and Valerie 

Oudin of Champions Gymnastics for four years�Took 3rd place on 

vault at Triple Flip Wild Rose in Edmonton, CAN in 2011�Took 3rd on 

vault at Canadian Nationals in 2010�Took 2nd on vault at International 

Gymnix Challenge in Montreal, CAN in 2011�Took 4th on " oor and   

5th on beam at World Cup Stuggart, in 2010�Took 4th on vault at the 

Commonwealth Games in Delhi, India in 2010�Took 5th on vault at 

the DTB World Cup in Germany in 2009�Was the beam champion, 

2nd place winner on vault and 3rd place all-around at Rushmoor Rose Bowl in England in 2009�Was 3rd on 

vault and 2nd on beam at FL Gym Open in Luxembourg in 2009�

Personal: Was born in Edmonton, CAN�Daughter of Daryl and Carol Klarenbach�Is currently an 

undecided major with interest in becoming an optometrist�Enjoys spending time with friends, going 

shopping, and seeing movies in her spare time�
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Amber Wobma
5-2 � Freshman � Rockford, Mich.

Club Experience: Geddert�s Twistars

Club/High School: Trained under John and Kathryn Geddert at 

Geddert�s Twistars for 11 years�Was a level 10 J.O. National 

Quali! er in 2010 and 2011�Took 1st place all-around at the IGI 

Chicago Style Invitational in 2011�Took 1st place all-around at the 

Arena Classic Invitational�

Personal: Born in Grand Rapids Mich., grew up in Rockford, Mich�

Daughter of Ken and Vanessa Wobma�Majoring in physiology with 

interest in working in sports medicine�Enjoys spending time with friends, shopping, and laying out by the 

pool in her spare time�
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Neil Wiley

Doug Cantaoi

Willey has been with the Arizona Gymnastics program for nearly a 

decade and according to Ryden he�s an integral part of the programs� 

success. Along with Ryden, Willey has developed very speci! c weight 

training programs and has played a huge role in the gymnasts staying 

healthy and in good shape. 

Contaoi heads into his ! fth season with the gymnastics team and 

works on the daily aches, pains and injuries to the Wildcats. Ryden 

said Contaoi is critical to the team�s success.

 �He�s a vital part of our program and is as important to our staff and 

team as any one.� Ryden said.
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Cats Finish Fourth in Season Opener
The Arizona gymnastics team took fourth overall in the Pac-10 Preview

Jan. 9, 2011

LOS ANGELES, Calif. - The No. 19 Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team started the season off strong, � nish 
fourth with a score of 193.825 in the Pac-10 Preview hosted by UCLA. No. 6 Stanford won the meet with 
a team total of 196.625, followed by No. 1 UCLA with a 195.925 and No. 8 Oregon State with a 195.375. 
No. 21 Washington took � fth scoring a 193.675, No. 25 Arizona State went sixth with a 191.850, and 
California earned a 191.675.

�The � rst meet for this team was really like the � nal step in our preparation for the season. We know a lot 
more now about the team than we did a few weeks ago. I�m sure there are a few more lessons that we 
need to learn, but for the most part I was pretty happy with how we did, and how we are starting out the 
season,� head coach Bill Ryden said.

The Wildcats began on bars totaling a 48.025. Junior Deanna Graham headed the bar squad, with a score 
of 9.750. Close behind her were juniors Britnie Jones and Katie Matusik and sophomore Aubree Cristello, 
all with scores of 9.725. Bars also marked the return of junior Rebecca Cardenas, who competed bars 
after a RS season this past year.

�I thought we started out pretty well. We had a stellar � rst few sets on bars, and I thought that that they 
really got the meet going for us. We made a few mistakes, but they are things that are easily � xed, and 
can really be chalked up to � rst meet jitters,� Ryden said.

Arizona then went on to beam, earning a team score of 47.825. Sophomore Molly Quirk proved to be up to 
her form from last year, leading the team with a score of 9.850. The Wildcats also debuted two freshman 
beam sets from Jordan Williams and Shana Sangston.

�We had a little bit of a rough start this season on beam. Molly came out and rocked it like usual, but 
other than that we learned that we need to improve a little bit on the event,� Ryden said. �However, after 
beam, we came out with determination to not let it affect the rest of our meet, and we went rocked the 
last two events.�

Not only did they rock the last two events, but the Cats proved why they were a force to be reckoned 
with last year on � oor and vault, totaling scores of 49.025 and 48.950 respectively. Once again, Graham 
led the team on both events, scoring a season high to tie for third with a 9.90 on � oor and a 9.875 to 
tie for � rst on vault. Aubree Cristello was also a major contributor with a 9.875 on the � oor, and a 9.700 
on vault. One of the biggest highlights of the second half of the meet, however, was the return of senior 
Miranda Russell to the events, with twin scores of 9.850. Freshman Jordan Williams debuted on vault as 
well, posting a score of 9.800.

�This meet was really a `welcome back Miranda Russell� meet. She was a little disappointed after her 
performance on bars, but she really came out with a bang on � oor and vault. She competed amazingly 
well, and I couldn�t be happier or more proud that she is back and competing on these two events,� Ryden 
said. �I�m just astounded that she performed this well after a struggle of two years and two knee injuries.�

The Wildcats had two all-around competitors this meet, Deanna Graham who earned a 38.725 and Aubree 
Cristello with a 38.775.

From here the Cats head to Logan, Utah to take on Utah State on January 14.
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Cats Fall to BYU, but Defeat Utah State
The Arizona women�s gymnastics team took second place in their ! rst tri-meet of 
the season

Jan. 14, 2011

LOGAN, Utah - The No. 18 Arizona Wildcats come in second place in their second meet of the season. 
The team scored a total of 192.750, ahead of Utah State with a 192.000, but behind BYU who posted a 
193.075.

�We had a couple of issues with the lineup this week. However, despite missing some of our regulars, I 
was very proud with everyone�s performance. Though our overall score was a little lower this week, I think 
that everyone stepped up and competed fairly well,� head coach Bill Ryden said. �Of the entire team, I am 
most happy with the people who were thrown into the mix, including Becca being thrown into � oor, and 
Shana can go out and perform on two events when we need her.�

Arizona had a pretty successful bar rotation, posting a total of 48.500 - their second highest event score of 
the meet. Senior Miranda Russell was back in form for the Cats this week, leading the team with a 9.850 
to tie for � rst place. Not far behind her was sophomore Molly Quirk, who performed on the event for the 
� rst time of the season, earning a career high 9.775 to take third overall with the second highest score of 
the evening.

�Last week we had to count a fall, and this week we didn�t. We had to substitute Molly Quirk, who 
didn�t compete last week, and look what she came out and did! It�s like she�s making a statement that 
she doesn�t want to be taken out. Good for her - I think we may need to make some other changes to 
the lineup if this continues to happen,� Ryden said. �Another bright spot was Britnie Jones, who did an 
amazing bar routine, and then just had a little mistake on the end. I can see huge things coming from her 
in the next few meets as well.�

Beam was a little shaky for the Cats this week, with the team posting a score of 47.850. Despite a few 
lower scores, however, this bettered the team score 0.25 from last week�s meet. Stars for the Cats 
included Graham, who took second overall with a score of 9.750, and junior Katie Matusik with a 9.700. 
Freshman Shana Sangston was the third highest scorer for the Wildcats with a score of 9.625.

On � oor, the Wildcats earned a total of 47.650. Russell again led the team with a score of 9.675. Also with 
a 9.675 was junior Rebecca Cardenas in her � rst meet on the event in two years.

�Becca�s biggest deduction was in her dance - she hit her tumbling and I was very proud of her and 
her routine this week. Obviously the dance is something that is easily � xed, so I can see big, big things 
coming from her in the future in this season.� Ryden said.

Vault was the team�s strongest event of the night, earning a total of 48.725. Sophomore Mykle Douglas 
posted a new high of 9.825 in her second career performance on the event to tie for � rst place with 
Deanna Graham and Utah State�s Lyndsie Boone. Freshman Jordan Williams proved herself again this 
week, earning the third highest score for the Wildcats with a 9.775.

�Mykle drilled that vault. Her eyes were as big as half dollars when she landed. That�s her highest score in 
an Arizona leo, and I couldn�t be more excited with how she performed,� Ryden said.

�We had some bright spots, but this meet felt like we were tripping over our own feet. It was just mental 
errors tonight, so it�s something we can rebound from,� Ryden said. �I�m just glad that we are getting our 
jitters out now instead of later in the season.�



www.arizonawildcats.com

Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012



www.arizonawildcats.com

Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Gymcats Extinguish Sun Devils
The Arizona women�s gymnastics team topped ASU in their ! rst home meet of the 
season

Jan. 21, 2011

TUCSON, Ariz. � The Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team fought hard to top Arizona State 193.625 to 
192.050. The team earned a point for the State Farm Territorial Cup, tying the score 3-3 between the two 
teams.

�We�re excited to do our part for the territorial cup and win the meet � that was great. You know, we went 
through so much drama throughout the last two weeks, and I am so proud of Deanna and Aubree. Overall 
the team really fought. It�s been this way for a while, but I�m so proud that I have this team that never 
gives up,� head coach Bill Ryden said.

The win was not an easy one for the Cats, who began the meet on vault earning a score of 47.975. This 
put them behind the Devils 0.625 after the � rst event. Once again, junior Deanna Graham led the team 
with a score of 9.850. Other notable scores came from freshman Jordan Williams, with a score of 9.750 
and Molly Quirk who began the lineup with a score of 9.625.

�Vault was uncharacteristically rough; I can�t even remember the last time we scored a 47 on vault. I 
don�t know if it was nerves, or excitement but this is something that won�t happen again,� Head Coach Bill 
Ryden said. �But, I think that this was our motivation to really kick it into gear for the rest of the meet.�

The Wildcats de� nitely did kick it into gear on the next event, earning a season high bar score of 48.850. 
First up for Arizona was junior Katie Matusik, who started the team off with a solid score of 9.775. Junior 
Britnie Jones continued the momentum with a score of 9.800. Quirk continued her streak from last 
meet, tying her career high of 9.775. The highlight of bars, however, was senior Miranda Russell. Russell 
performed a � awless routine to post a new career high score of 9.90, enabling the Cats to tie the score 
after event number two.

�I was very, very proud of the bar team. We�ve been working on Miranda�s bars for � ve years, and she 
� nally put it down at the right time,� Ryden said. �Becca had a very pristine routine too, but missed a few 
handstands, and Deanna�s set was strong but also had some minor mistakes. In general though, I thought 
that bars went very smoothly.�

Beam was a strong event for the Wildcats as well, with the team posting a season high score of 48.800. 
All of the counted routines were stone cold solid, with sophomore Aubree Cristello earning a 9.750, Jordan 
Williams with a new career high of 9.725, Deanna Graham tying her career high of 9.850, Katie Matusik 
with a 9.800 and Molly Quirk rounding out the event with a 9.625. After the third rotation the Cats were 
ahead of the Sun Devils by 0.375.

�Although you don�t want to do it again, it�s kind of an adrenaline rush to miss the � rst beam set and then 
hit the last � ve as well as we did,� Ryden said. �As soon as the last of the � ve routines land, you�re like, 
�yes!�, and that�s what we did tonight. I was so impressed with our beam team tonight.�

There were a few hiccups on � oor, but Arizona was able to total a 48.000. Aubree Cristello led the team 
with a score of 9.800, and sophomores Mykle Douglas and Molly Quirk were not far behind with twin 
scores of 9.700. 

�From a purely gymnastics standpoint, we have a long way to go. This was by far our best beam and bars 
of the year but our traditionally strong events of vault and � oor are giving us some trouble that we need 
to address,� Ryden said. �From here we just need to buckle down and perform the way we know how.�



www.arizonawildcats.com

Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012



www.arizonawildcats.com

Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Cats Take Down Broncos
The Arizona women�s gymnastics team earned a win over Boise State

Jan. 28, 2011

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team earned � rst place over the Boise State Broncos. U of A posted a season high 
score of 195.375, while BSU earned a 194.400. 

�This meet wasn�t perfect, but it was by far our strongest performance of the year. This type of meet is what we expect of ourselves, 
so it was nice to actually compete up to our abilities,� head coach Bill Ryden said. �We still left a lot of tenths out on the � oor, there is 
no doubt about that, but overall I think this shows everyone what we are capable of.�

The Cats started the night out on vault, as per Olympic order. Led by senior Miranda Russell and sophomore Aubree Cristello, with 
twin scores of 9.825 and a tie for second place, the team totaled a 48.825 on the event. Other contributors included sophomore Mykle 
Douglas with a 9.75, freshman Shana Sangston with a new career high score of 9.725, and sophomore Molly Quirk with a 9.775.

Upon the completion of the event, the Wildcats were in the lead of Boise State by a mere 0.275.

�Vault obviously was great, especially considering that two of our top vaults weren�t there. If you can almost hit a 49 without Jordan 
and Deanna - that�s really saying something about the depth and talent we have on the event,� Ryden said.

Arizona then rotated to Bars, where they posted a team total of 48.775. The Wildcats went one, two, three on the event; Russell led 
the event again this week with a score of 9.850, junior Deanna Graham was close behind with a 9.800, and Quirk tied her career high 
with a 9.775. Cristello was strong on the event as well, posting a 9.725.

�Bars was great - seven for seven. It was also great to have Aubree back in on the event, and that was Deanna�s best bar performance 
of her career. We�ve been waiting to see that performance, and it was stellar,� Ryden said. �Then we have Miranda. Miranda is just 
Miranda, she always has beautiful bars.�

After event number two Arizona was holding onto the lead by 0.075.

�I was excited that we had had two good events, and I knew how good Boise State was. As with any good team, you know you can�t 
give in. We knew we had to put the pressure on, and really go for it in the last two events.� Ryden said.

The Cats continued with the strong effort, scoring a 48.775. Katie Matusik led the event, tying for � rst with a score of 9.850.

�Katie has been doing incredible beam for us for three years now. We are now seeing the product of a lot of � ne tuning; she feels really 
good, she can score, and she proved tonight how strong her beam is,� Ryden said.

Sangston shone on the beam as well, staying steady and posting a career high of 9.775.

�Shana really had a great week at practice; she was intent and focused on making sure that she did the gymnastics that we expected 
of her. She was able to make it happen in the meet, and I think she did a great job this week,� Ryden said.

Other notable beam performances were had by freshman Jordan Williams with a 9.725, and Graham and Quirk both scoring 9.700. 
These scores enabled the Cats to pull ahead by two tenths.

The Cats turned up the heat in the fourth rotation, coming back into their past form with a total of 49.050. Arizona took the podium on 
� oor as well, with Russell taking � rst with a 9.850, Graham in second with a 9.825, and junior Rebecca Cardenas and Cristello tying for 
third with a 9.800. Quirk contributed as well with a 9.775.

�We take a lot of pride in our � oor rotation, and the last two weeks were not very characteristic of our abilities. When we rotated to 
� oor, our attitude was not anything to do with winning the meet, we just wanted to hit � oor. When we talked about � oor before the 
event, we decided that we needed to rock McKale and show people what we could do,� Ryden said. �The fact that it helped us win the 
meet was great, but I was happier with how we showed people how to actually view Arizona � oor.�

Arizona had three all-around competitors this week. Cristello took second place overall with a 39.025, followed by Quirk with a 38.950, 
and Graham posting a 38.350.

�Our three all-arounders were back for the � rst time this year. They are all � rst team all-conference for a reason. Deanna�s vault aside, 
they all had really good meets. These three girls are half of our scoring, so they obviously did a great job,� Ryden said.

�We expect to be better than this, but it is nice that we � nally got a score that is indicative of where we should be. We feel like this 
type of score should be our average, so it�s good to get back on track,� Ryden said.
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Cats Put Out Flames
The Arizona women�s gymnastics team beat the University of Illinois-Chicago in a 
record setting meet

Feb. 4 2011

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team shone in their pink leotards, posting a season high score of 195.400 to top the 
University of Illinois-Chicago Flames (193.450).

The Cats began the night on vault, starting the meet with a strong season high score of 49.025. Sophomore Molly Quirk started out the 
lineup for the team, earning a 9.700. From there the scores went up consistently, with freshman Shana Sangston tying her career high of 
9.725 with the third highest score in the meet, sophomore Mykle Douglas and senior Miranda Russell both posting scores of 9.800 to tie for 
second place, and sophomore Aubree Cristello and junior Deanna Graham both earning 9.850�s, tying for � rst place overall.

�Vault had its own issues, we didn�t end up competing the lineup we originally intended, pulling Jordan and Molly. After all of that, I was 
very impressed with how the team came together and the vault effort as a whole. The team did a great job of � owing through it and rolling 
with the punches, and came out with a fantastic score,� head coach Bill Ryden said.

The Wildcats took this momentum and swung with it, earning a season high bars score of 49.300 - just 0.025 off of the tenth highest score 
of Arizona history on the event. 

�We�ve always felt like we�ve had bar talent, and we�re getting better; tonight was really on. Every girl really stepped up, and bars was fun. 
It was a great night for landings and all of the little things and it really made bars an enjoyable event,� Ryden said.

Junior Katie Matusik was a solid starter for the team, earning a career high score of 9.775. The highs just kept on coming after that, with 
junior Britnie Jones posting a season high 9.825, Cristello with a career high 9.875, Quirk with a career high 9.875, and Graham with 
a career high 9.850. Russell completed the lineup with a solid 9.875, sticking her routine and closing out one of the best Arizona bar 
performances in several years. Cristello, Quirk, and Russell tied for � rst with their bar scores, while Graham earned the second place spot. 
Jones joined the podium as well, taking third.

�As a group all of these girls have been working on all of the little details to make their routines better. It�s hard to even separate out who 
had the best performance; the girls came out strong, and hungry and I was impressed with how it all came together tonight,� Ryden said.

The Cats had a little bit of an off night on the beam, totaling a team score of 48.350.  Despite the lower team score however, there were 
still a number of highlights, including Matusik earning a new career high score of 9.900 and winning the event. 

�To score like this has been a personal goal of Katie�s for a long time. Now that we�ve � nished tweaking her routine you can tell that she�s 
con� dent, and her routine is no longer a routine. It is a performance,� Ryden said.

Other highlights included sophomore Ellen Pitluck�s home debut on the event, earning a solid 9.775 - three tenths higher than her previous 
career high on beam, and enabling her to tie for second place with Cristello.

�It is unfortunate that we had to count a fall on beam after such a strong � rst half of the meet. On a positive note though, Ellen wasn�t 
even scheduled to compete tonight and when we were � ve minutes into the beam warmup we threw her into the lineup,� Ryden said. �I�m 
proud that she was able to rise to the occasion and compete so well, especially after only expecting to watch tonight.�

It seemed as though Cristello piggy-backed off of Matusik�s beam success, posting the second score of 9.90 of the meet for a career high 
on � oor to take second place. 

�Aubree�s tumbling is so dif� cult; she�s just a great � oor performer. Every routine of hers gets better and better,� Ryden said. 

Graham took third place, with a score of 9.775.

The highlight of � oor, however, was Russell, who earned the meet high score as well as a career high � oor score of 9.925 on � oor, enabling 
the team to total a score of 48.725 on the event.

�I�m just so proud of this kid. Miranda�s coming back off of two knee injuries, and look at her vault and � oor. She�s really having a good 
time, and she�s having a great senior season,� Ryden said.

The team had two all-around competitors; Graham and Cristello. Graham posted a 38.750, while Cristello earned a career high 39.400 to 
earn a spot in the Arizona All-Time Top Performances.

�Aubree has one of the more dif� cult � oor routines in the country, her bars has improved, and her vault is huge,� Ryden said. �Aubree 
Cristello is money. Even better, she�s consistent, and tonight exempli� ed that.�

�I think we answered the question if we could score a 196; we counted two falls and were able to score a 195.400. We can�t continue to 
do that though; we need to hit routines. The good thing is that we are still young, and we still have two months left in season to make it 
happen. It shows that we�ve grown, but it also shows that we still need to grow some more,� Ryden said.
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Cats Overtake NC State and William and Mary
The Arizona women�s gymnastics team took ! rst with a new season team high

Feb. 12, 2011

RALEIGH, North Carolina - The Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team earned a victory with a new team high of 195.550. North 
Carolina took second with a score of 194.250, and William and Mary earned third with a 187.575.

�I am incredibly proud of the team on how hard they fought; we were not totally on our game other than bars. We weren�t 
quite nailing, and every routine we were gritting our teeth but they never gave up,� head coach Bill Ryden said. �We went 23 for 
24, no fall routines. Were they hit? No. But overall I was really proud of the girls.�

The team started the meet off with a bang on bars, earning a score of 49.150. This score was the highest team bar score of the 
night.

�I never really guessed that bars would be so high scoring �  I knew we had great competitors, and they are all veterans but 
the squad is proving that they aren�t afraid to compete against anyone,� Ryden said. �To get that kind of a score � rst event it 
shows that they are competing very composed and very aggressive. I�m very pleased.�

Sophomore Aubree Cristello and junior Deanna Graham tied for second place with a score of 9.850, and junior Britnie Jones tied 
for third with a score of 9.800.

The highlight of the event, however, was senior Miranda Russell, who tied her career high to tie for � rst in the meet with a score 
of 9.90. This is Russell�s third score of 9.90 or better this season so far.

�Miranda drilled her routine; she dropped that dismount and just stood there.  She stuck cold, and it was a great set. She is 
just in a groove. She is a really great bar worker, and this routine really suits her - she�s making the most of it,� Ryden said.

The Cats then rotated to beam, posting the highest team score on the event of the night with a 48.625. Arizona dominated the 
podium, with Cristello tying for � rst with a 9.750, sophomore Ellen Pitluck, Graham, and junior Katie Matusik tying for second 
with scores of 9.725, and freshman Shana Sangston placing third with a 9.700.

�Every week the newcomers are becoming more seasoned, and this is the � rst time I�ve ever put Ellen in the lineup as a 
`normal� person. Molly is still ill, and we had some balance checks but overall I was pleased with the � ght on the team on 
beam,� Ryden said.

From there, the Wildcats rotated to � oor, where they posted a team score of 48.925. Contributors included Russell, who tied for 
� rst place with a score of 9.850, Graham who tied for second with a 9.825, and junior Rebecca Cardenas who took third with a 
score of 9.775. Sophomore Molly Quirk posted a 9.750, and Matusik earned a 9.725.

�My favorite � oor routine of the night was Becca. She came out strong after last week, but she got air on all of her passes, and 
she really started the team out strong,� Ryden said. �Despite not feeling well Molly pulled out a pretty solid routine, but our 
� oor wasn�t really living up to the setup. Deanna and Miranda nailed nice sets to � nish us up, but having to count some rougher 
� oor routines kept us from our potential tonight.�

Arizona � nished up the meet on vault, earning the night�s top team score with a 48.850. Graham took � rst overall with a 9.850, 
and Cristello placed second with a 9.825. Other top scores for the Cats included sophomore Mykle Douglas with a 9.750, Quirk 
with a 9.725, and Russell with a 9.700.

�I called the team over before we began vault because we really needed a complete meet on the road. We didn�t do our 
absolute best vaulting, but It was nice that we had the victory on the event.�

The Wildcats had three all-around competitors. Graham earned her � rst score above a 39.00 for the season, taking � rst overall 
with a 39.250. Quirk took third with a 38.900, and Cristello earned a score of 38.650.

�Admittedly Deanna has had a rougher time this season than normal, but she came into this meet completely focused and she 
came out and really showed she is on her way back to her true form; good for her for � nally getting that monkey off of her 
back,� Ryden said.

�This meet wasn�t necessarily a showcase of our best gymnastics, but it de� nitely was an example of how tough we can 
compete,� Ryden said.
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Wildcats Fall to the Cardinal
The No. 24 Arizona women�s gymnastics team took second to No. 4 Stanford

Feb. 18, 2011

TUCSON, Ariz. - The McKale Center hosted a season high crowd of 1,490 to watch the Pac-10 duel between Arizona and 
Stanford. After a tough competition, the Wildcat Gymnastics team fell to the Cardinal 194.675 to 195.300.

�We just weren�t sharp enough. It wasn�t about our gymnastics by any stretch - we just weren�t sharp on the � ne 
details and we kept letting little tenths get to us that we haven�t had to deal with in the last few weeks,� head coach Bill 
Ryden said. �It was a little bit frustrating.�

The Wildcats started the night out on vault, led by sophomore Aubree Cristello who posted the team high score of 
9.825 to tie for second place. Behind her was junior Deanna Graham with a score of 9.800, tying for third place. Also in 
third with another score of 9.800 and tying her career high was sophomore Mykle Douglas. Senior Miranda Russell and 
sophomore Molly Quirk posted scores of 9.775 and 9.700 respectively to round out the team total 48.900.

�I thought our vault was actually pretty good - especially considering I changed the lineup immediately after warm-up. 
All things considered I was happy with the start, and was proud of the girls� ability to make adjustments and go with 
the � ow,� Ryden said.

Vault also served as a career debut for freshman Barbara Donaldson, who competed second in the lineup and posted a 
score of 9.675.

�I think Babs did a great job. In a way she�s a typical freshman; she�s still learning the game and I walked up to her 
and told her she was in and she just agreed and got in line,� Ryden said. �It�s important to put your best team out there 
at that moment, and she was it and it worked out.�

Heading into bars, the Wildcats trailed the Cardinal by 0.200.

On bars, Arizona totaled a score of 48.750. Leaders of the team were Quirk and Russell, with twin scores of 9.800 to tie 
for third place. Directly behind them were junior Katie Matusik and Graham, both posting a score of 9.725. Yet another 
team tie occurred between junior Britnie Jones and Cristello with a 9.700.

�Bars was solid, not great. We were getting used to those 49 scores but we didn�t stick some landings and weren�t able 
to hit some of those � ner details tonight,� Ryden said.

At the halfway point, Stanford led by 0.65 after posting a vault total of 49.200.

The Cats had some dif� culties on beam, posting a 48.025. Matusik led the team with a 9.775 to take third place. Other 
leaders of the beam squad were Cristello and Quirk, both earning scores of 9.725.

�We counted a fall, and we counted some uncharacteristic wobbles. You add all that up, and you get a 48.025,� Ryden 
said. �This was one of Molly�s better routines, and even the score wasn�t anything to write home about, I think she 
made a lot of positive progress with the set. I was very happy with her beam tonight.�

Despite a de� cit of 1.00 going into the third event, Arizona fought hard on � oor, posting a team total of 49.000 and 
closing the gap to only 0.625. Russell had the team high score of 9.850, taking second place overall. Tying for third 
place was Cristello and Graham with a score of 9.825. Junior Rebecca Cardenas and Matusik also made an impact, both 
posting scored of 9.750.

�Considering everything, it�s always positive to have your last score be the highest of the meet. It just shows that as a 
team we are not willing to give up or give in,� Ryden said.

The Cats had three all-around competitors this evening; Cristello, Graham, and Quirk. Cristello took the silver, posting 
a 39.075 behind Stanford�s Shelley Alexander with a score of 39.150. Graham took fourth Quirk took fourth with a 
38.850, and Graham placed � fth overall with a 38.575.

�I�m glad that we looked good and did pretty well, but we nickeled and dimed ourselves this meet. Next week will be 
better,� Ryden said.
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Cats Defeat Cougars with Season High Beam 
Total
No. 25 Arizona women�s gymnastics team took down the BYU Cougars at Provo

Feb. 26, 2011

PROVO, Utah � After a back and forth battle, the No. 25 Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team settled the score against BYU, defeating the Cougars 195.350 to 195.150 
thanks to a stellar beam total in the fourth rotation.

�We competed hard: we had three good events and one event we wish we could do over, but despite the � oor score the girls went out and had the best beam rotation of 
the season. As far as the heart of the team goes, there is no question,� head coach Bill Ryden said. �We proved tonight that we can go 49 on any event at any time, the 
problem is that we can�t go 49 on all four events at the same time which is now our goal.�

Arizona started the night with a solid score of 48.925 on bars. Senior Miranda Russell and sophomore Molly Quirk were leaders for the Cats, both scoring a 9.850 to tie for 
second place on the event. 

�Molly has really just developed into a really great bar worker.  Both of the 9.850 routines were great, Miranda and Molly had a great night and I was really proud of them,� 
Ryden said.

In third was sophomore Aubree Cristello with a score of 9.800. Other contributors to the total included junior Britnie Jones, with a score of 9.725, and junior Katie Matusik 
with a 9.700.

�We expect to do pretty solid bars now. The � rst two sets had some dismount issues, but it is nice when you can have those issues and still put up a pretty decent score. 
We didn�t have our greatest night on bars � I really think that now anytime we don�t get a 49 we have things that we can do better.�

Despite a strong start, the Wildcats trailed the Cougars by 0.25 after the � rst event.

Arizona turned up the heat in its second event, totaling a 49.025 to pull the Cats ahead by 0.35 after the second rotation. Arizona held two places on the podium again on 
vault: Cristello tied for � rst place with a 9.875, and junior Deanna Graham took second with a solid 9.850.

�Aubree can perform the true technique for her vault, and she just boomed the thing. She drilled it, and it was gorgeous. She does a very technically correct vault, and 
when you add the right height and distance you get a big score, which was what happened tonight,� Ryden said.

Also adding to the vault score, sophomore Mykle Douglas and Russell both earned scores of 9.775, and freshman Jordan Williams posted a score of 9.700.

�We had some issues; some of our vaults have some landing deductions that we know we need to � x. In all though, the fact that we can still have a few lower vaults than 
what we wanted and still go 49 � that�s a great thing,� Ryden said.

The third event was led by Matusik with a score of 9.725 (to tie for third place) and contributing to a � oor total of 48.200. Directly behind her were Quirk and Graham with 
twin scores of 9.700, and Cristello with a score of 9.600. Junior Rebecca Cardenas also contributed to the total with a score of 9.475.

�Floor was rough. We had problems landing our tumbling. We kept taking steps and making landing errors. It wasn�t just one girl; it seemed to be the entire team. For 
some reason we needed to be able to adjust to the � oor and we couldn�t quite do it,� Ryden said. �The dance was � ne, our performance was � ne, but if you are stumbling 
around on your tumbling it is going to come off of the score.�

After � oor, Arizona had fallen behind the Cougars 146.45 to 146.15.

The Cats appeared to use the de� cit to their advantage, however, buckling down and making the strongest showing on beam yet, scoring a season high score of 49.200. 

�The beam team has taken it so personally about some of our recent issues on beam. The girls were really � red up after the third rotation. To see that beam team go out, 
especially thinking that after � oor there was no chance of us winning the meet, to see them do so well was a great thing. I�m very proud of them,� Ryden said.

After a strong start from Cristello with a 9.725, the Wildcats had two routines that scored a 9.90 or better. Matusik earned the � rst place spot with a career high score of 
9.925 � her second score of 9.90 or better this season.

�Katie�s routine was just gorgeous. I was talking to myself during the routine saying, �make this be that set, make this be that set where everything just falls into place,� 
and that�s what she did. It was just so fun and I am so proud of her. She earned it; that was a deserved score and its fun when that happens,� Ryden said.

Graham was the second of these scores, posting a new career high of 9.90. This score not only secured her the second place � nish, but also expanded her 9.90 circle to a 
third event. Graham has posted scores of 9.90 on both vault and � oor to date.

�This score just shows what a great athlete Deanna is. Deanna is capable of posting 9.90�s on every event, and now this is her third event. It shows she is a complete 
gymnast, and even though she had problems on other events in the meet she kept � ghting and ended on a strong note,� Ryden said.

Freshman Shana Sangston earned a new career high on the event as well, posting a 9.825 to tie Quirk for third place on the event. 

�Shana had a very nice set too. The whole beam team just stepped up. They weren�t up there wobbling, they weren�t up there doing balance checks, and Shana has really 
developed into an outstanding beam worker, and a good competitor. I�m very impressed,� Ryden said.

Arizona had three all-around competitors this meet: Quirk, Cristello, and Graham. All three competitors went 1,2,3 in the standings; Quirk with a season high score of 
39.075, Cristello with a 39.000 and Graham with a 38.875.

�Of the three, Molly did what we expected of her. She had the best performance of the meet, and she deserved to have the highest score. These scores also just go to 
show you what Aubree and Deanna are capable of, even when they have some issues,� Ryden said.

�This score helps us out a lot from an RQS standpoint, but it also shows that we still have a lot of learning to do. Once again we showed that we have the potential to be 

really, really good, but we just aren�t quite there yet,� Ryden said.
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Cats Fall to Dogs and Bruins
Arizona gymnastics took third place in the tri-meet against Georgia and UCLA

March 6, 2011

LOS ANGELES, Calif. � After a rough start, the University of Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team rounded out a 194.125 to come in 
third place at Pauley Pavilion. First place went to the University of Georgia with a 196.175, and second went to the host team UCLA 
with a 195.750.

�This meet was kind of a slap in the face. The result wasn�t the judging, it wasn�t equipment, it wasn�t lack of fans � we just weren�t 
up to the task today. We ended with a silver lining of a vault score, but the rest of the meet was not up to our potential,� head coach 
Bill Ryden said.

The meet began with bars for the Cats, and a tough rotation ended with a team total of 47.575.

�I don�t know what else to say � this was the worst bar performance of the year. It was not what I expected. Deanna and Molly had 
great practices coming in; I just don�t know what happened. We�ve had problems on these bars before, but I don�t understand why 
this happened,� Ryden said. �We�re de� nitely going to be able to go up from here.�

The rotation was led by senior Miranda Russell, sophomore Aubree Cristello, and junior Britnie Jones. The girls received scores of 
9.775, 9.775, and 9.700 respectively.

�The thing about all three of these girls is that they were all able to overcome issues. The story about bars was about these issues: 
those who overcame them, and those who didn�t,� Ryden said. �Britnie was able to rise to the occasion after a tough time in warm up 
on her dismount, and Aubree had a very hard practice on Friday. It is hard to be in Miranda�s position and play clean up when there 
is almost no hope left for the event, but she was able to do it.�

The Cats slowly began to pick up the pieces on the second event, totaling a score of 48.850. For a second week straight junior Katie 
Matusik was the star for Arizona on the event, earning a team high 9.875 to take third place in the meet. 

Freshman Shana Sangston was another main performer on beam, posting a score of 9.800. 

�Shana is turning into a very seasoned competitor. I am very proud of her. She is still new to this, and there was so much pressure 
going into beam after the bar rotation. She continues to impress each week,� Ryden said.

Directly behind her was sophomore Molly Quirk with a 9.775, and junior Deanna Graham as well as freshman Jordan Williams with 
twin scores of 9.700.

�We had already counted two falls, and the � rst beam set fell. You can only imagine what was going through everyone�s mind at that 
point. Deanna was able to stop the bleeding despite having a bruised foot, and I was so impressed with the girls and how they hung 
tough throughout the event,� Ryden said.

Floor was the Wildcats� third rotation, and after a number of landing deductions the team pulled out a total 48.400.

�We counted a lot of steps and out of bounds deductions and those add up,� Ryden said. 

Cristello performed fourth in the lineup, but was � rst for the team and third in the meet with a performance that earned her a score 
of 9.800. 

�I thought Aubree had a good � oor set. She was de� nitely on a mission to make up for last week. The judges were consistently tight 
on � oor, and to get a 9.800 on � oor meant you had a pretty solid routine,� Ryden said.

Other � oor contributions came from junior Rebecca Cardenas with a 9.750, Matusik with a 9.700, Graham with a 9.675, and Russell 
with a 9.475.

Despite hardships throughout the � rst three events, Arizona turned up the heat on vault to earn a team total of 49.300. This beat 
Georgia�s team vault score of 49.175, and came second to UCLA�s vault total by only 0.025.

The Cats led off with Williams, who posted a career high 9.825. From there the scores continued to rise, with Cristello and Quirk both 
earning 9.850�s, and sophomore Mykle Douglas earning a new career high 9.875. Graham wrapped up the lineup and took second 
place with yet another score of 9.90.

�This was our best vault performance of the year. After struggling and having a bitter taste in your mouth after the � rst few events, 
vault helped us to get rid of a little bit of that sour face,� Ryden said. 

�Hopefully we can use this meet to springboard into better things starting with the senior meet this coming week,� Ryden said. �We 

can only go up from here, and it is important for Miranda that we as a team show up and compete to our potential.�
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Arizona Gymnastics 2011-2012
Wildcats Take Down Cougars, Wildcats and 
Pioneers
The Arizona women�s gymnastics team took ! rst in the last home meet of the 
season

March 11, 2011

TUCSON, Ariz. - the Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team wrapped up the regular season with a season high score of 195.625 to overtake 
the Cougars, Wildcats, and Pioneers. BYU took second place with a score of 195.300, New Hampshire earned third with a 194.625, and 
TWU � nished up with a 191.475.

�I think that it was really nice to compete well after last week. The fact that we didn�t have a good outing last week meant we needed to 
get back on track with our gymnastics. We certainly did that this meet, I was pleased,� head coach Bill Ryden said.

The Cats hit the vault running, with a team total of 49.125.  Sophomore Molly Quirk started the team with a solid base score of 9.650, 
and scores continued to rise from there. Freshman Jordan Williams earned a 9.700, followed by sophomore Mykle Douglas with a 9.750. 
Sophomore Aubree Cristello drilled her landing for a 9.875 (tying for second). 

�We started off well. We weren�t doing our best vaults at the beginning; we were landing them, which we have to do, but we just kept 
getting stronger and stronger as the lineup went on. This was nice to see,� Ryden said.

Two new career highs were scored in the end of the lineup by senior Miranda Russell and junior Deanna Graham. Russell posted a 9.875 
(tying for second), and Graham posted a 9.925 (tying for � rst with BYU�s Natalie Eyre).

�It was nice to � nally see Miranda do a practice vault in the meet. She just boomed that sucker,� Ryden said. �I had been teasing Deanna 
all night about sticking - she is one of the best vaulters in the country, but she always takes a little step to the side. She wanted to stick 
it to me so badly, and she was so close to nailing that thing. Her vault was pristine.�

The momentum continued on bars; the Wildcats posted a score just .01 shy of a 49, totaling a 48.900. Leaders on the event were 
Graham, Russell, and junior Katie Matusik, all with scores of 9.800 to tie for third place. Other contributors included Quirk, with a 9.775, 
and Cristello, who earned a 9.725.

�We messed up our � rst two routines, but the girls didn�t give up or panic. Sometimes you just have to � ght. The routines weren�t easy 
or perfect, but the girls had � ght and I have to give them credit for that,� Ryden said.

The Cats had a little bit of trouble on beam, posting a 48.450. Matusik continued to lead the team on the third rotation, this time sharing 
the spotlight with freshman Shana Sangston. Both girls posted scores of 9.800 to tie for second overall along with BYU�s Eyre.

�Shana. What can you say about how she�s developed? An unknown walk on who wanted to join the team, would I have expected her to 
come out as strong as she has? No. Am I extremely proud of her? Yes. She�s stepping up in an area where we really need her, and she�s 
making a huge dent,� Ryden said.

Directly behind them were Graham and Williams, with a score of 9.750. This marked a new career high for Williams.

�It was quite unexpected, I�m still a little bit shocked about how Aubree and Molly competed. But you have to give it up for the other four 
girls, we came through and made a decent score out of it,� Ryden said.

The Wildcats then went 1,2,3 on � oor. Graham placed � rst with a 9.875, Russell took silver with a 9.850, and Cristello captured the 
bronze with a 9.825. Both junior Rebecca Cardenas and Quirk earned scores of 9.800, and Matusik contributed with a 9.775.

�We have worked for the last two weeks on cleaning up our landings and our dance. I really felt like tonight showed a lot of the results 
of that hard work,� Ryden said. �We�ve had more issues on � oor this year than I can ever remember, we�ve been working on those issues 
harder than ever, and it was nice to see some of that work pay off in our results.�

The Cats had three all-around competitors this meet, Graham, Cristello and Quirk. Graham took � rst overall with a season high 39.350. 
Cristello posted a 38.625, and Quirk � nished out the competition with a 38.575.

�Deanna had a great meet. In reality, Aubree and Molly both went two for four, and still got strong scores. I know that Molly and Aubree 
will come back with a vengeance for sure, but Deanna was absolutely on � re,� Ryden said.

The competition concluded with a highlight of senior Miranda Russell, honoring her achievements throughout her � ve years as a Wildcat 
gymnast. 

�I am so happy with Miranda�s senior year. You always want a senior to hit on her senior meet, she did that. She is making the most of 
her knee, and our team wouldn�t be the same without her,� Ryden said.
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Wildcats Earn Fifth at Pac-10 Championships
The gymnastics team made a strong showing in Los Angeles to overtake 
California and ASU

March 19, 2011

LOS ANGELES, Calif. � The Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team made a strong showing at the Pac-10 Championships, posting a 
195.475 to take � fth place. Oregon State won the meet with a 197.200, UCLA took second with a 196.750, Washington earned 
third posting a 196.025, and Stanford placed fourth with a 195.975. Rounding out the meet were California (191.575) and 
Arizona State (190.450). 

�We really looked good. Our bobbles cost us two positions in the team results. We would have � nished third, except for the � oor 
routines. It just goes to show you what we�re capable of, even with those mistakes,� head coach Bill Ryden.

After a bye, the Wildcats had a solid start on bars with a 48.850. All of the contributors earned scores of 9.700 or better � much 
better than Arizona�s last performance in Pauley Pavilion. 

�I made some drastic changes to the bar lineup due to some issues within the past few weeks. We even warmed up seven 
people � I had two girls ready to go by the fourth person in the lineup, and I was so proud of how the girls stayed on their feet,� 
Ryden said.

Once again, senior Miranda Russell was the top scorer for the Cats, posting a score of 9.850 to tie for third. Junior Deanna 
Graham was next for Arizona with a 9.775, followed by juniors Rebecca Cardenas and Britnie Jones, both with 9.750�s. 
Sophomore Aubree Cristello wrapped up the total with a 9.725.

�Miranda did great on bars. She did her job, as well as the rest of the bar team, which was great for all of us,� Ryden said.

The team immediately rotated to beam, and used the momentum to post the second highest beam total of the season. Junior 
Katie Matusik was a star once again for the Wildcats, posting her third score of 9.90 (or better) of her career, and tying for 
second on the event.

�Katie�s beam was spectacular. The routine de� nitely deserved the score it got. I think that Katie is going to go down as one of 
the best beam workers to wear an Arizona leotard,� Ryden.

Freshman Jordan Williams posted a career high 9.850, and freshman Shana Sangston earned a 9.800. Graham and Cristello 
both earned a score of 9.750 to wrap up a 49.050 for the Cats.

�Jordan looked amazing. Aubree did another great job starting us off, and Shana was fantastic. Both of our freshmen did great 
under pressure for the � rst Pac-10 meet. I couldn�t be prouder of our beam team,� Ryden said.

Arizona had a little bit of trouble on the third event, earning a 48.375 on � oor. Standouts on the event were Cardenas, with a 
9.725, and Graham, with a 9.700.

�Molly got hurt on beam so we had to pull her from the meet. Mykle did a great job stepping into that role last minute. She 
started us off strong, and then Becca did her job. Katie had a pretty solid routine, and then we had some issues with steps, 
bobbles, and going out of bounds,� Ryden said.

The Wildcats made up for � oor in the � nal event, totaling a season high vault score of 49.200. Graham was the team�s top 
scorer of the night, earning a 9.875 to earn third overall. Behind her was sophomore Mykle Douglas, and Russell with twin 
scores of 9.850. Cristello earned a 9.825, and Williams posted a 9.800.

�Going into vault we were a little ticked off about � oor, so we came into the event with a vendetta. Everyone did solid vaults, 
and it was a fantastic way to � nish,� Ryden said.

Arizona had two all-around competitors this weekend: Graham and Cristello. Graham, who was coming off of being named 
Gymnast of the Week, showed her strength once again with a 39.100. Cristello had a solid score as well, totaling a 38.950.

�It was great to get the score we did, it will help our RQS. It�s a little bittersweet; we had three phenomenal events, and one 
that wasn�t so great. We�re a good complete team, but we are a great team on three events,� Ryden said. �Now we can just 
look forward to � nding out about the rest of the post season.�

From here, Arizona will wait until Monday, March 21 for � nal rankings to determine the location of the NCAA Regional 
Championships.
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Gymnastics Takes Fifth at NCAA Regional 
Championships
The Arizona women�s gymnastics team made a strong showing at the Denver 
Regional

April 2, 2011

DENVER, Colo. - The Arizona Women�s Gymnastics team made a strong showing at the 2011 NCAA Regional Championships, earning a total score 
of 195.400 to take � fth place. In � rst was Arkansas, with a 196.550, second place went to Florida with a 196.425, and Boise State took third with a 
196.400. Denver earned fourth with a 195.625, and Brigham Young University posted a 194.650 to take sixth.

Of the Denver Regional, Arkansas and Florida will be moving forwards to compete at the NCAA National Championships.

�Unfortunately tonight was just an example of what we�ve been doing all year; three good events and one we wish we could have back. Once again 
it switched events on us,� head coach Bill Ryden said about the overall meet.

The team started the meet on bars, totaling a 48.850. Sophomore Aubree Cristello led the Cats off, posting a score of 9.600. Following her were 
junior Britnie Jones, with a 9.675, and sophomore Molly Quirk, with a 9.750.  Junior Deanna Graham stuck her landing for a 9.775, then senior 
Miranda Russell earned a 9.850 with a stuck landing, and junior Katie Matusik concluded the event with yet another stuck landing for a score of 
9.800 (tying her career high).

�I went into bars with the same mentality as Pac-10�s. We warmed up seven people, and I called Katie up at the last minute based on performances 
before her. How much can you say about a kid who can respond like that? She will do absolutely everything she can to help the team, and that was 
absolutely the best bar routine of Katie Matusik�s career,� Ryden said. 

Upon the conclusion of the � rst event, the Wildcats were placed � fth overall. Florida was in the lead with a 49.225 on � oor, Boise State took over 
second with a 49.175 on � oor, and BYU was in third with a 48.950 on vault. The Razorbacks started the meet off in fourth place with a 48.900 on 
beam, and Denver rounded out the teams with a score of 48.725 on bars.

The Wildcats slipped to sixth after event number two, earning a 48.350 on beam. Matusik led the team for yet another week, posting the top team 
score of 9.875. Quirk took the second place spot for Arizona with a 9.800. Freshmen Shana Sangston and Jordan Williams posted scores of 9.750 
and 9.700 respectively, and Graham contributed by earning a 9.225 despite a fall.

�It was a very unfortunate start to beam; you really need to start off strong, and having to routines fall off the bat makes you really wonder about 
what is going to happen. I will give Shana and Jordan all the credit in the world for pulling it back around and keeping it together,� Ryden said. 
�Molly had a lot to prove, and she did a very nice job. Once again, Katie Matusik - not enough words to describe that girl and her heart.�

Floor was an entirely different story, enabling Arizona to pull ahead one spot in the rankings. The Cats started off with junior Rebecca Cardenas, 
who earned a solid starting score of 9.725.  Matusik then posted her career high score of 9.800. 

�Katie had a career night. She was on her game; she looked great, and she�s been training great. On a four judge panel, in a meet where they 
won�t give you an inch, Katie did it. No matter how I change up  the order, Katie will look at me with the biggest smile in the world and say, `I�ll do 
it. I�ll do whatever.� I can�t tell you what that means to me,� Ryden said.

Other contributors included Cristello, with a 9.850, and Russell and Graham who earned twin 9.875 to tie for third in the meet overall.

�We�ve all been feeling the heat, coaches and gymnasts alike, as far as making � oor is concerned. It was nice to be able to sort of redeem 
ourselves on that event after what has been going on this season,� Ryden said. 

Going into the � nal rotation, Florida held tight to � rst with a total 148.000, Arkansas and Boise State tied for second with a 147.375, Denver 
earned fourth with a 146.325, and Boise State slipped to sixth with a 145.800.

In the � nal event, the Wildcats posted a 49.075 to solidify their � nish in � fth place. Sangston began the lineup, posting a new career high 9.750. 
From there the scores stayed consistently strong, with Williams, Douglas, and Cristello all posting scores of 9.800. Russell then earned a 9.825, 
and Graham posted a 9.850 to tie for third place.

�Our goal was to try to match our Pac-10 score after beam, so after � oor came through, we knew we needed to vault to try to get there. The girls 
were pumped, they rose to the occasion. When you are talking a four judge panel, it is exciting to be able to vault that well,� Ryden said.

Arizona had two all-around competitors tonight: Graham and Cristello. Cristello posted a total all-around score of 38.375, and Graham earned a 
38.725.

�When I talked to the team at the half way point, we decided we wanted to leave the people of Denver with a positive view of Arizona. The fact that 
we were able to leave with two back-to-back 49�s - that�s pretty good,� Ryden said.

�By far, the highlights of the meet were Miranda and Katie. For Miranda, for her to be so happy and so satis� ed in her last meet is rewarding. I am 
certainly going to miss her,� Ryden said. �Both of those girls showed such heart.�
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Statistics by Gymnast

University of Arizona: 2010 - 2011 Season Page: 1

Rebecca Cardenas
Date Team Vault Bars Beam Floor AllArr

A  1/10/2009 Minnesota vs. Arizona   9.700   9.625

A  1/18/2009 UCLA vs. Arizona   9.600   9.450

H  1/23/2009 Arizona vs. Oregon St.   9.800   9.825

H  1/30/2009 Arizona vs. Stanford   9.825   9.875

A  2/07/2009 Washington vs. Arizona   9.175   9.725   9.700

H  2/13/2009 Arizona vs. Brown / Wisconsin-Stout   9.825   9.600   9.925

A  2/15/2009 Texas Woman's vs. Arizona   9.225   9.750   9.800

H  2/20/2009 Arizona vs. ASU   9.650   9.800

A  3/01/2009 California vs. Arizona   9.750   9.725

H  3/06/2009 Arizona vs. Denver   9.625   9.800   9.325

A  3/14/2009 Maryland vs. Arizona w/ Penn St,, Yale   9.725   9.575   9.800

A  3/21/2009 Pac-10 Championships   9.675   9.750   9.825

A  4/04/2009 NCAA South Central Regional   9.800   9.425   9.800

A  1/09/2011 Pac-10 Showcase   9.100

A  1/14/2011 Arizona @ Utah St. w. BYU   9.350   9.675

H  1/21/2011 ASU vs. Arizona   9.675   9.600   9.725

H  1/28/2011 Boise St. vs. Arizona   9.625   9.800

H  2/04/2011 Illinois-Chicago vs. Arizona   9.650   9.225

A  2/12/2011 Arizona @ NC State w/ William & Mary   9.650   9.775

H  2/18/2011 Stanford vs. Arizona   9.700   9.750

A  2/26/2011 Arizona @ BYU   9.800   9.475

A  3/06/2011 Arizona @ UCLA w/ Georgia   8.350   9.750

H  3/11/2011 BYU / UNH / TWU vs. Arizona   9.800   9.800

A  3/19/2011 Pac-10 Championships   9.750   9.725

A  4/02/2011 NCAA North Central Regional   9.725

Career Total Points:    300.425 Average  9.706  9.600  9.704

Season High  9.750  9.800

Career High  9.825  9.825  9.725  9.925

Scores in italic set or tied a personal record.   Scores in bold set or tied a team record.  Scores with a strike-through were exhibition.

Gymnastics ScoreKeeper™ by Beaver Creek Software (541) 752-7263          www.beaverlog.com

Licensed to:  University of Arizona
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Arizona’s All-Time Top Performances 

 
 
Team 
 
Meet Total  
 Score   Date   Meet 
1. 197.375 3-14-03 Oklahoma 
2. 197.300 2-20-04 Washington 
3. 197.050  3-23-02   Pac-10 Championships 
 197.050  2-23-04   Texas Woman’s, LSU 
5. 196.900  3-02-01   Arizona State 
6. 196.850  2-28-03   Stanford 
7. 196.775  3-20-04   Pac-10 Championships 
8. 196.750  2-06-04   California 
9. 196.725  1-16-04   UCLA 
10. 196.700  3-01-02   Arizona State 

196.700  2-13-04   Oregon State 
 
 
Vault 
 Score   Date   Meet 
1. 49.550 3-23-02 Pac-10 Championships 
2. 49.500 3-10-02 Oklahoma 
3. 49.475 3-01-02 Arizona State 
 49.475   3-12-04   Arkansas 
5. 49.450   3-9-07   at NC State, William & Mary, James Madison 
6. 49.425   2-06-04   California 
 49.425   2-20-04   Washington 
 49.425   2-23-04   Texas Woman’s, LSU 
9. 49.400   2-22-02   Washington 
 49.400   1-16-04   UCLA 
 
Uneven Parallel Bars 
 Score   Date   Meet 
1. 49.475 3-14-01 North Carolina State 
2. 49.425 4-13-96 NCAA Midwest Regional 
 49.425   3-12-04   Arkansas 
4. 49.400   4-25-96   NCAA Championships 
 49.400   3-14-03   Oklahoma 
6. 49.375   3-26-99   Arizona State 
 49.375   2-23-01   Stanford 
 49.375   2-28-03   Stanford 
9. 49.350   2-06-04   California 
10. 49.325   3-23-96   Pac-10 Championships 
 49.325   3-02-01   Arizona State 
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