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Dear Friends, Alumni & Boosters, 
 
 After a short holiday break, the team made its way back to the Old 
Pueblo for a week of training before leaving for the first competition of the new 
year.   
 
 January 6  Our first meet of the 2012 season had the team 
traveling south of the border to the Cancun Classic in Cancun, Mexico.  This 
was our first time back since our visit six years ago.  John and I were certainly 
motivated to have a more enjoyable return flight this time around.  After a 
pretty painless flight (if you don’t consider the new airlines luggage fees!), we 
arrived at the resort which also served as the competition site.  With the 
injuries we sustained in December, we really needed the workout day to finalize 
our line-up.  The goal was to hit the routines, knowing that there may be errors 
mixed in to all of the new gymnastics.  We also knew that it was going to be a 
tough competition.  Five teams were entered and all five had pre-season 
rankings in the top 25.  The other teams that would be joining us in Cancun 
were: Arkansas (11), L.S.U. (12), Auburn (17), and Iowa (25).   
 At the pre-meet banquet we drew the rotation of: UB-BB-FX-V-Bye.  I am 
not a big fan of finishing a meet off of the floor but the team was happy with it 
as they prefer to keep competing once the meet starts without interruption.  
Whatever, it didn’t matter anyway, you still had to produce or the other teams 
would just pass you by. 
 We started out on bars and the first event lineup of the season would be: 
Allie, Becca, Molly, Aubree, Katie and Britnie with Jordan performing an 
exhibition routine.  For her first collegiate routine of her career, Allie would also 
be the first of the team: no pressure…  She did a fine job leading us off with a 
hit and a 9.65.  From there the team started to roll.  Becca, Molly, Aubree and 
Katie all hit with confidence and definitely had the team rocking.  The fact that 
the team had hit all five in a row gave Britnie now the green light to go ahead 
and perform her new release for the first time.  Even with problems in warm-
ups, she handled it well to finish our sixth routine with a hit.  Jordan kept it 
going by hitting her set and our final routine for the rotation.  Our event score 
was a 48.775 and the team was pretty pumped as we rotated to beam. 
 I always knew that the beam line-up would be in a state of flux as we 
have quite a few athletes that can compete at this level.  I didn’t foresee Molly 
not being available as she has competed beam in almost every meet for the 
past two seasons.  I was hopeful however that with all of the different 



treatments over the past year that Britnie might be able to return.  That is fact 
was the case and the beam line-up for our first meet would become: Jordan, 
Shana, Deanna, Aubree, Britnie, and Katie.  Jordan recovered quickly from 
being the final bar competitor to leading off beam and hit for a 9.7.  After that, 
Shana, Deanna, and Aubree hit nice routines and we were sitting pretty well.  
Then it was time for Britnie to salute for the first time in 20 months.  Even with 
a big balance check, she did a fine job for a solid score.  The highlight of our 
beam rotation was definitely Katie and she hit a masterful set with a little 
bobble on her dismount.  Her 9.9 was well deserved and once again we had 
completed the event with no falls.  Our event score was a 48.75.  Not earth 
shattering but very good for the first meet.  Our running total was a 95.575 
and to be honest I wasn’t concerned what the other teams were doing.  We had 
our plan, the team was executing and we were half way through. 
 On to floor.  When we left Tucson, we had a plan for floor, after the 
workout on Thursday, scrap that plan and move on to plan B.  After the pre-
meet warm-up, scrap that plan and on to plan C.  Injuries sure played havoc 
with the line-up but based on who was ready and capable, the line-up would 
be: Becca, Shana, Mykle, Katie, Deanna, and Aubree.  Still a very strong line-
up.  Becca did a fantastic job leading off with her new routine and tumbling for 
a 9.75.  Next up was Shana for her first collegiate floor routine ever and she 
came through like a champ.  After that, Mykle hit her set even though the 
music stopped midway through.  Then Katie, Deanna, and Aubree brought it 
home for our third no-fall event.  It was our second 48.75 in a row giving us a 
nice 144.325. 
 At this point, we were really pumped to close this thing out without a 
mishap. Vault did also have a number of question marks though.  Kristin was 
out and Deanna’s injury had forced her to bring back last years vault that she 
had not trained in 7 months.  So after some more juggling, the vault line-up 
was: Molly, Shana, Mykle, Jordan, Aubree, and Deanna.  Molly obviously was 
injured enough to keep her out of beam and floor but was able to at least put 
her 9.9 vault on her feet.  She started us off with a 
decent landing and a 9.575.  Shana then stepped up 
for her third hit of the meet and scored a 9.7.  Mykle 
and Jordan both posted 9.75’s.  Aubree nailed a vault 
for a 9.85 and Deanna finished our meet with a 9.825.  
We had done it.  A clean meet: 25-for-25.  It was a good 
feeling to start the season this way.  Our event total 
was a 48.875 and our final team score was a 195.15. 

 When the results 
were tallied, we had 
finished second.  Behind 
Arkansas but ahead of 
Auburn, Iowa, and L.S.U.  
Even though there were 
plenty of places where we 
nickel-and-dimed 
ourselves, I was very proud of how the team had 
shown up and fought.  Katie ended up placing 2nd 
on Beam and Aubree 4th in the All-Around.  It 
was our highest opening meet total in seven 
years.  We’ll take it and all the lessons back to 



Tucson to get ready for our first home meet on the 20th. 
 

 Bars Beam Floor Vault AA 
Becca 9.725  9.75   
Aubree 9.775 9.7 9.825 9.85 39.15 
Mykle   9.675 9.75  
Allie 9.65     
Deanna  9.725 9.65 9.825  
Britnie 9.775 9.725    
Katie 9.8 9.9 9.75   
Molly 9.7   9.575  
Shana  9.675 9.75 9.7  
Jordan 9.625 9.7  9.75  
 
 
 January 20  After a week off, we were ready for our first home 
competition of the season.  This technically was our first ever Pac-12 meet as 
we welcomed long-time conference opponent Oregon State to McKale Center.  A 
nice crowd of 1600+ was there to start off the new year of exciting NCAA 
gymnastics.  We had made some positive strides on the health front that would 
make a few more routines available to us which was nice.  On the flip side, we 
had some training setbacks that would limit us.  All in all I would have to come 
up with a different line-up than the first meet but hope for similar results. 
 As the home team, we had Olympic order and therefore started on vault.  
This was the only event where the competing line-up remained the same (Molly, 
Shana, Mykle, Jordan, Aubree, Deanna) but Becca would also perform in 
exhibition.  The competition started out a little rough as the first three vaults 
landed in the 9.6’s; mostly due to landing and flight deductions.  Jordan finally 
broke thru for a 9.775 with a huge hop on the landing.  And then Aubree 
struggled a bit for a 9.725.  After two good weeks of focused training, Deanna 
was finally able to debut her new vault.  And what a debut it was.  A fantastic 
effort that was awarded a 9.925.  As a senior, to upgrade to one of the most 
difficult vaults in NCAA competition, I am very proud of her effort and 
determination.  Nice to see it pay off.  Finally Becca made her return to vault 
and did a really good job for a 9.7.  Overall, an average effort based on what we 
expect but counting 3 vaults under 9.75 will do that to you.  Our event total 
was a 48.725 and we marched to Bars. 
 In the same two weeks, Deanna was focused on returning to bars even 
though her thumb was not completely healed.  With the doctors blessing she 
was allowed to try to swing after 4 weeks off and when she immediately hit two 
very nice full sets in practice, it helped with my decision to put her out there.  
For this meet the line-up was Allie, Molly, Deanna, Aubree, Katie, Britnie, and 
Ali in exhibition.  Allie had warmed-up really well but when the meet came, she 
had a tough time and her 9.375 put the pressure on early.  Molly then hit a 
pretty good routine and Deanna performed like she had never left.  We had 
recovered pretty well at this point.  Then on the next routine, Aubree had a 
very uncharacteristic fall and things got a little tough.  Katie stepped up to help 
the repair the damage with her best routine ever and a new career high of 
9.875.  Britnie was sixth and although hit a decent set, a few too many 
handstand errors limited her score.  Our final bar routine of the meet had Ali 



salute the judges for the first time since mid-season last year and major 
shoulder surgery.  She is still on the comeback but did an admirable job and 
hit for a 9.45.  I will flat out say that it was not a good rotation for us.  Our 
event score was a 48.325, giving us a running total of 97.05 and a .85 deficit at 
the half way point. 
 We rotated to beam and collected ourselves to make a push to recover 
some ground.  In the previous two weeks, Molly had made good progress with 
her injury and was anxious to return to competition on her favorite event.  So 
for this meet, the line-up would be: Jordan, Deanna, Aubree, Molly, Britnie, 
and Katie with Shana in exhibition.  Jordan did a good job getting us started 
off with a 9.725.  Deanna had a big .2 wobble in her routine which left her 
angry with herself when her 9.65 was flashed.  In what was becoming a bizarre 
night for Aubree, for the first time in her Arizona career, she had another fall 
for 2 total.  Her score was a 9.15.  It didn’t faze Molly though as she nailed her 
routine that scored a 9.8 with a step on the dismount.  Britnie had a great 
routine going but like Deanna, a .2 deduction on a single skill helped lower her 
score to a 9.65.  Katie was next and a wobble on an acro skill and a bobble on 
the dismount lowered her score to a 9.725.  Shana was our final competitor 
and frankly, had been struggling a little as of late.  You would never know it 
though as she nailed her routine for our highest beam score of the meet and a 
new career high of 9.825.  It was another ok rotation for us scoring a 48.55.  
Not very sharp but no disasters.  Our running total was 145.6 and we had a 
long way to go to recover our 1.25 deficit.   
 We rotated to our last event, floor, looking for a big finish.  I knew we 
were capable but the first home meet always yields some surprises.  The line-
up for this meet would be: Becca, Amber, Mykle, Katie, Aubree, and Deanna. 
Becca did a fantastic job leading off.  When we saw the 9.825 flashed, the team 
was psyched.  Unfortunately on the next routine, Amber had a fall and that put 
the pressure on the next four.  Mykle then also struggled a bit, going out of 
bounds putting on the real pressure.  Katie did a good routine but a step on 
both her first and last passes left her with a 9.7.  After a meet of struggling, 
Aubree was able to finally get on track and hit a very good routine for a 9.85.  
Deanna had been on fire all night and it wasn’t going to stop with floor.  She 
rocked her set for the crowd and was awarded her second 9.925 of the meet.  
Our event total was a 48.775 and our final team score was a 194.375.   
 We had given it our best shot at coming back after a rough meet.  We 
ended up falling short by .45.  Only our second meet into the season, this meet 
is one that we will take many lessons from.  Individually, Deanna had an 
amazing meet winning both vault and floor and Katie was great winning bars.  
We had a number of great routines, just a few too many rough spots to 
overcome.  Next week we travel to ASU and we all are focused to be better. 
 

 Vault Bars Beam Floor AA 
Becca 9.7   9.825  
Aubree 9.725 9.175 9.15 9.85 37.9 
Mykle 9.6   9.475  
Allie  9.375    
Deanna 9.925 9.8 9.65 9.925 39.3 
Britnie  9.625 9.65   
Katie  9.875 9.725 9.7  



Molly 9.675 9.65 9.8   
Shana 9.625  9.825   
Ali  9.45    
Jordan 9.775  9.725   
Amber    8.875  
 
 
 January 27  For our third meet of the season, we headed north up 
I-10 for our first of 2 meets this year with ASU.  Our focus was consistency 
after our previous meet.  We all realized that the meet would be a tough one in 
a hostile environment but we wanted to focus on our performance and trust 
that would bring the scores.  For this meet, as the visiting team in a dual meet, 
our rotation would be: UB – V – FX – BB.  Warm-up went really well and I 
personally was confident that we would have a good meet. 
 I changed up the bar line-up for this meet to get a look at different 
routines.  The order would be: Molly, Becca, Aubree, Britnie, Deanna, and 
Katie with Jordan performing exhibition.  The meet didn’t exactly start as I had 
hoped as Molly hit her feet on her dismount and fell to the ground.  Becca 
didn’t seem bothered the least bit as she hit a great routine for a nice 9.825.  
Aubree then had a great routine going but then had her last cast handstand go 
over and we had to count a fall.  Britnie did her best to get us back on track as 
she hit her set.  Deanna and Katie then both hit their routines for good scores.  
Our final routine by Jordan continued our mini-string of hits for a 9.75.  
Unfortunately, counting any score that begins with an “8” won’t do much for 
the final score.  With an event score of 48.075, we rotated to vault to try to claw 
our way back up. 
 We also had a revised vault line-up for this meet: Molly, Shana, Becca, 
Jordan, Aubree, and Deanna.  Molly did her best to put bars behind her and 
help the team with a very nice opening 9.8.  Shana then followed with a good 
vault that earned a 9.65.  Next up was Becca who was back in the vault line-up 
for the first time since the 2009 season.  She did a great job and scored a 
9.825.  From there we were on a tear with three more 9.8+ vaults highlighted 
by Aubree’s 9.875.  Our event score of 49.175 had brought us back in the meet 
and definitely motivated us as we rotated to floor only .4 behind. 
 With the way the meet was progressing, I felt that it might be time to see 
what Kristin was able to bring to the table.  Entering the evening, all I planned 
for her was a floor workout during warm-ups to judge her progress. It went 
very well and she still felt ok.  So as we marched to floor, I made the switch and 
put her in to see what she could do.  Our line-up was now: Molly, Kristin, 
Katie, Becca, Aubree, and Deanna with Amber performing exhibition.  Molly got 
us off to a good start with a 9.775.  Next up was Kris and I know the whole 
team expected her to do well.  She performed like a veteran and hit a great set 
for her first collegiate score – a 9.8.  We were on a roll now and both Katie and 
Becca hit their sets, albeit with a few bobbles.  Aubree took the momentum 
from vault, combined with the motivation of leaving a little behind last week 
and hit her best floor of the season and a 9.925.  Deanna was up last and 
unfortunately, walked off the floor after her first pass with leg injury.  Even 
without Deanna, we managed a 48.9 on floor and all I wanted at this point was 
clean beam to finish out the meet. 



 With Deanna out, our new line-up was: Jordan, Aubree, Shana, Britnie, 
Molly, and Katie.  My vision of clean beam took a major hit right off the bat as 
Jordan uncharacteristically had 2 falls.  The pressure was on again.  Aubree 
did well hitting her set.  Then Shana had a fall on her series.  So just like bars, 
we had counted at least a fall before the 4th routine.  And just like bars, the 
next person up was Britnie.  She did a good job of getting thru a new routine 
but it wasn’t totally sharp as she knew she had to stay on.  Molly and Katie 
both hit but the damage was done.  Our event score was a 48.2 and our total 
was 194.35. 
 We had lost to ASU for the first time since 2006 and none of us was very 
happy.  We ended up with every event victory (Aubree – Vault & Floor, Katie & 
Becca – Bars, Katie – Beam) but we didn’t have enough good routines to get the 
job done.  Realistically, counting 2 falls and a few bad routines against a team 
whose mission is to beat you, rarely works out in your favor. 
 After returning to Tucson, we had Deanna’s injury checked out.  It turns 
out that she has a serious injury that would keep her from performing much 
the rest of the year or ever again if she decides to hang up her grips.  She has 
done much for the U of A and our program and it is too bad to think of her last 
meet being on the floor of ASU.  Regardless, we will circle the wagons and 
soldier on.  Up next we travel to Texas with a renewed sense of urgency and 
focus. 
 

 Bars Vault Floor Beam AA 
Becca 9.825 9.825 9.675   
Aubree 8.9 9.875 9.925 9.775 38.475 
Deanna 9.8 9.825 4.5   
Britnie 9.675  9.65   
Kristin   9.8   
Katie 9.825  9.725 9.875  
Molly 8.95 9.8 9.775 9.7 38.225 
Shana  9.625  9.2  
Jordan 9.75 9.85  8.6  
Amber   9.1   
 
 
 January 30  On this day, the entire GymCat family lost one of its 
dearest members.  Mary Roby passed away at the age of 85.  Everyone 
connected with Arizona Gymnastics knows who Mary is and what she meant 
not only to our program, but the Athletic Department and the entire university.  
Mary was the Athletic Director for Women at the U of A while the departments 
were separate.  In all actuality, the grandeur of her career was far more than I 
can do justice to here.  She was always an ardent supporter of our program 
and I personally will miss her dearly.  I will appreciate every moment she spent 
with me and the team.  We are all very proud that our workout facility bears 
her name and her legacy will always live on, on those mats.  I remember her 
well, attending every meet when her health allowed as well as attending our 
team banquets, personally speaking with all of the team members.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to Fred and all of her family.  Rest in peace Mary – 
you will be missed and always cherished. 
 



 
 

 
 
Mary Roby (left) with Corrine Kelley and 
former GymCats, Jodie Leekwai Kelley and 
Caroline Wood Hepburn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alumni Sightings  A couple of other debuts at our first meet 

involved GymCat alumni.  Jamie (Duce) Quintero is now serving as our Meet 
director and Mary (Reiss) Farias has joined Jamie (Holton) Morrison behind 
the microphones, doing the online commentating of our online stream.  Also at 
the first meet were Kara (Fry) Meyer, Gina Martin-Mueller, and Nancy 
(Altmann) Jones. At our meet up in Tempe, it was great to see Jamie (Jones) 
Carr, Tania (Schneider) Schue, Becky (Bowers) Greene, Kristin (Powers) 
Holford, Stacy (Fowlkes) Huguez, Beamer Bergeson, and Erica Anderson.  
They were there cheering on the team along with Nancy (Altmann) Jones.   

 
Boosters  I want to thank everyone who has donated to the program 

already this year.  It really means a great deal to a program such as ours.  After 
the success of the 9.8 Challenge last year, it has been brought back.  In case 
you haven’t received a flyer and would like to participate.  You can print out 
the flyer off of our Facebook page and mail it in.  Thank you in advance to 
those who have already sent in a pledge and those who are intending to in the 
near future.
 

Cyberspace  Hopefully you have been keeping up with the team via our 
Facebook page (University of Arizona Gymnastics) and Official website 
(www.arizonawildcats.com/gymnastics).  Valery Meusburger (our SID) has been able 
to send real time tweets via Twitter (AZGymnastics) during our meets.  And 
remember, if you can’t come to the meets, we webcast the meet live.   

As always, the newsletter will be on our main website.  The archives of the old 
newsletters reside at (www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html).  An entire segment of 
GymCat supporters receive this newsletter electronically.  Please contact me if you 
would like to be put on that list.   

 
Until Next Time… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arizonawildcats.com/gymnastics
http://www.u.arizona.edu/%7Eryden/gym.html

	DAY/DATE            OPPONENT        SITE      TIME / SCORE
	FRI / JAN 6 CANCUN CANCUN, MX  195.15
	FRI / JAN 20 OREGON ST. TUCSON*  194.375
	FRI / JAN 27 ARIZONA ST. TEMPE, AZ  194.35
	FRI / FEB 3 TEXAS WOMAN’S DENTON, TX  7:00 PM
	FRI / FEB 10 ARIZONA ST. TUCSON*  7:00 PM 
	FRI / FEB 24 WASHINGTON TUCSON*  7:00 PM




