
Dec 2009 
Vol. 12, #2 

The Newsletter of The University of Arizona GymCats 
 

Happy Holidays! 
Dear Friends, Alumni & Boosters, 
 
As the fall semester starts to come to its conclusion, a lot of things happen 
around campus and for the team.  We are intensely getting ready for the 
upcoming competition season while the team is also focusing on their studies.  
I really believe that even though young and inexperienced, we will have a very 
good and entertaining team to watch this year.  I hope everyone gets out to see 
us! 
 
Team Halloween Party  The team got away from campus for some fun at 
the annual Halloween party.  The costumes and the pumpkins were quite good 
this year.  There was a bit of a musical performer theme going on although it 
was not planned at all.   

Best Costume:  Best Pumpkin: 
Some fool in makeup Colleen & Aubree 
and 8-inch heels.  (Bumble Bee Pumpkin)

 



Homecoming 2009 This year was a very exciting year for us here in 
Tucson as quite a few of the alumni made it back for the weekend.  The alumni 
started to arrive on the Thursday prior and had a little get together across the 
street at Sam Hughes Place.  On Friday a few of them stopped by workout to 
see how the new team was looking.  On Saturday morning, I attended the 
Letterwomen’s Breakfast with Cami (Banholzer) Scagliotti and Rose 
(McLaughlin) Neale.  Also in attendance was Katie Manciet Frey, a GymCat 
alum who is currently writing a book entitled “The Story of Women’s Athletics 
at the University of Arizona.”  It was nice to see them at the breakfast.  All of 
our gymnastics letterwinner’s should try to make it to the breakfast that 
honors the history of Women Athletes here at the U of A.  Later that afternoon 
was our tailgate with the current team and the alumni that had made it back 
to campus.  Randy & Nancy Jones, Brina Weissman, Kara Fry, Cami 
(Banholzer) Scagliotti, Rose (McLaughlin) Neale, Rachelle Silberg, Jamie Schell, 
Jessamyn Salter, Katie (Johnson) Ranne, Monica Bisordi, Alexis Greene, Erica 
Anderson, Jamie Holton, Kristine Harper, Lindsay (Compitello) Hendrickson, 
Jamie (Duce) Quintero, and Randi (Liljenquist) Acosta; 19 in all, from all parts 
of the country, flew in to catch up with the new team, old coaches, and the rest 
of their extended family.  It was special to see the different era’s of the program 
represented and sharing memories.  Every year, this just gets better and better!  
One of the bigger moments of the weekend was Jamie Schell accepting a 
marriage proposal at sunset on Friday evening.  Congratulations Jamie!   
 

 
 
 



Newest Member of the Family The newest addition to the GymCat family 
is Jordan Williams.  Jordan is a former Elite gymnast that is now competing 
Level 10 and will be a great addition to the program.  She hails from Rancho 
Cucamonga, CA where she trains at Precision Gymnastics Club.  If you are ever 
out at a USAG meet and see her out on the competition floor, make sure you 
show her the same great support she will experience once she is saluting in 
McKale. 
 

 
 
 
Intrasquad  On December 4th, we had our first of two intrasquad meets 
to get a feel for our progress and test the team under pressure.  Even though 
we are hurting depth-wise, the few athletes that did perform did a great job.  
Our high score on vault was a 9.8, but that was by three athletes, followed by a 
9.75 and a 9.65.  Two of those 9.8’s could have been higher but pre-season 
sticking was definitely eluding us.  Mykle did not perform on vault and that 
should help us when she is healthy.  On beam, I was very impressed with the 
fight and determination of the team.  This was certainly a sore spot from last 
year and they have responded to the challenge.  With scores of 9.9, two 9.8's, a 
9.75 and a 9.7; things are progressing well.  Both Britnie and Miranda (who 
have both scored 9.9 in the past) were held out due to injury and will certainly 
bolster an already strong contingent when they return to action. 
 

Ellen Molly Talyn Aubree Colleen Deanna Sarah Katie 
Vault 9.65 9.6 9.8 9.65 9.75 9.8 9.8  
Beam  9.8 9.65 9.4 9.9 9.8 9.7 9.75 



 
   
Holiday Party The team had one last get together away from the gym before 
the Holiday break.  It has been a long, hard fall but we will stronger for it in the 
end.   And as always, we are thankful to be part of the GymCat family and 
tradition; Happy Holidays to everyone! 
 

 
 
 
Alumni Sightings  Brooke (Stan) Laurie sent an email to let me know her 
new address in Austin, TX.  She is still working as an attorney for the IRS but 
enjoying warmer weather than the Bay Area.  Jessica (Marshall) Hart also sent 
her updated address.  She and her family are in Bellingham, WA where Jessica 
is in nursing school.  Lindsay (Compitello) Hendrickson emailed to catch up.  
Her big news is that she and her husband are expecting their first child in 
February.  Congratulations Lindsay and Adam.  Kiernan Andrews sent a quick 
hello and some pictures of her and her daughter, Kalen, enjoying the fall 
weather.  Danielle (Hicks) McAfee stopped by the gym after the Thanksgiving 
break to visit and introduce us to the new addition to her family, her 2-month 
old daughter, Charlotte.  I had a long conversation with Karin Wurm as I was 
recruiting back east.  She is back home saving money for her next adventure – 
getting a career started! 
 
Pre-Season Rankings  We are ranked 20th in the pre-season rankings.  
A number we are focused on improving on! 
 



 
Boosters Hopefully you have received the ticket mailer sent out by the 
Athletic Department by the time you read this.  I really hope that you all can 
make it out and cheer on the team.  We will be trying to implement some new 
items to the website and the competitions to make them exciting.  As always, 
you all make it possible with your continued support.  If you would like to 
donate, just send a check made out to “University of Arizona / GymCats” and 
send it to me here at the office.  I will get it to the proper people.  Your donation 
is tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 
 
Cyberspace  Last season, the live webcast of our meets went over well.  
Once again, the meets as well as much more multimedia content will be 
available.  Our Facebook page (University of Arizona Gymnastics) is doing very 
well and we are getting quite a few comments on it.  Don’t be afraid to let us 
know if you would like to see something.  We also have a twitter account 
(AZGymnastics) which will allow you to get scores directly to your phone during 
the meets.  And finally you can check out all the videos directly on YouTube at 
ArizonaGym.   

Check out the AllAccess on the Official University of Arizona Athletics 
Website (www.arizonawildcats.com/gymnastics) for more information.  If you 
would like to see the full color version of the newsletter, it will be on the main 
website.  It will also be on the same site as the archives, 
(www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html).  In fact there is an entire segment of 
GymCat supporters who receive this newsletter electronically.  Please contact 
me if you would like to be put on that list.   
 
Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New Year… 
 

 

http://www.arizonawildcats.com/gymnastics
http://www.u.arizona.edu/%7Eryden/gym.html

	DAY/DATE OPPONENT          SITE     TIME
	SAT / JAN 9 ARKANSAS FAYETTEVILLE, AR 7:00 PM
	SUN / JAN 17 STANFORD PALO ALTO, CA  2:00 PM
	SUN / JAN 24 ARIZONA ST. TEMPE, AZ  2:00 PM
	FRI / JAN 29 CALIFORNIA TUCSON*  7:00 PM
	FRI / FEB 5 UCLA TUCSON*  7:00 PM 
	SUN / FEB 28 MASTER’S CLASSIC LINCOLN, NE  2:00 PM




