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Game 8 Quotes 

 
ALABAMA 14, ARIZONA 0 (5 Innings) 

 
ARIZONA HEAD COACH MIKE CANDREA 
Opening comment: 
“It’s a tough way to end the season, it was a tough day at the ballpark.  To tell you the truth, we didn’t do 
anything real well.  Unfortunately, when you’re playing a good team and you get to this point of the tournament, 
that’s when you have to have everything going.  You have to have good pitching, good defense and good 
hitting like we have talked about all along.  We have a couple of seniors up here, Sam (Bannister) and Jenae 
(Leles) – they have felt what it’s like to be successful here and are probably feeling as low as you can right 
now.  They are two mainstays in our program who have really given our program the competiveness that it 
takes to win at this level.  It’s always sad to see your seniors go out this way, but hopefully with the rest of this 
group, this will be something that will be a motivator for them to do the little things that it takes each and every 
day to not only get back here but to compete for a national championship.” 
 
On Arizona’s pitching against Alabama: 
“That’s been our challenge all year.  We’ve had some good moments.  Unfortunately, we just couldn’t put it all 
together right now.  You just can’t compete here unless you pitch well.  That’s just a fact.” 
 
On the team’s performance: 
“It’s tough when you give up that many to fight back.  I am proud of this team – they were playing the game 
until the last out.  To me, that’s what athletics is all about. Anytime you put on the uniform, you are going to 
have the highs and lows that come with it.  I’ve been on both sides of it.  You feel bad, but, truthfully, it’s not life 
threatening.  I told the kids, ‘What doesn’t kill you only makes you stronger.’  I think sometimes we make this 
game almost as if it is life threatening.  Especially when you get here, everyone wants to play well.  The sport 
has grown so much, it’s tremendous that we have the coverage that we do.   But sometimes, it can be difficult 
on young people to deal with situations like this.  I don’t think anyone feels any worse than this group of 
athletes right now.” 
 
ARIZONA JUNIOR PITCHER SARAH AKAMINE 
On Alabama’s hitting performance: 
“We just had a bad day, basically.  I didn’t come out fired up like I should have been.  I let down my team.  It’s 
nothing new – we’ve faced good hitters and gotten past them.” 
 
ARIZONA SOPHOMORE OUTFIELDER BRITTANY LASTRAPES 
On falling behind early in the game: 
“It’s definitely hard when you’re playing from behind, especially with these pitchers and these teams.  It is 
tough, but we still needed to score runs to win.” 
 
On what she takes from this game: 
“I came to Arizona because I’m going to win a national championship.  This is the worst feeling in the world.  To 
know that we lost 14-0 in the last game doesn’t show the hard work that we’ve put in all year.  If I have to push 
myself harder and push my team even harder I will, because I’m not going to do this again.  I can’t.  This sport 
means so much to me and I feel like I put a lot into this season.  It obviously wasn’t enough.  I’ll do whatever it 
takes to win.” 
 
ARIZONA SENIOR FIRST BASEMAN SAM BANISTER 
On looking back on her four-year career: 
“I guess I didn’t realize, being a sophomore and a freshman, how much we relied on our seniors.  It’s 
disappointing not being able to come through for our underclassmen.  I hope next year the seniors can help 
lead the way.  I feel like we failed them a little bit.”  
 

- MORE - 



ARIZONA SENIOR THIRD BASEMAN JENAE LELES 
On looking back on her four-year career: 
“Winning our freshman and sophomore year, I feel like you can’t take winning for granted.  You have to work 
just as hard every single year.  My junior and senior year, we came up short and left in two games.  I hope 
that’s motivation for the younger classmen to work just as hard in September all the way to now.  You can’t 
take winning for granted.” 
 
 
 
  


