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ALABAMA HEAD COACH PATRICK MURPHY 
Opening comment: 
“Just want to say thanks to everybody, from the NCAA softball committee, the Oklahoma City All Sports 
Association and everybody with (the University of) Oklahoma.  This is our sixth time (at the WCWS) and it 
never gets old, we never take it for granted.  It’s a great experience for our student-athletes and we 
appreciate everything that everybody does, including the media.   
 
“We are looking forward to a great week. I think five or six years ago, if you would have said ‘Alabama, 
Michigan matchup,’ everyone would have said ‘all right, it is going to be a great football game,’ and now 
we’re at a point where it is going to be a great softball game.  It’s a credit to Hutch (Michigan head coach 
Carol Hutchins) and her team, and my team of course, too.” 
 
On the matchup with Michigan: 
“They are similar to us in that they have a lefty and a righty.  They are both really good and can both win 
a game here at the WCWS, for sure.  Their power hitting is just incredible.  We have had a little bit of an 
off year with our power hitting, but you saw (Wolverine) Dorian Shaw go 3-for-3 with three home runs that 
were not questionable at all – they were gone as soon as they hit the bat. Their team defense from the 
games I saw, their shortstop made some very good plays. They are just an all-around good team. You 
are really going to have to play well to beat them.   
 
ALABAMA SENIOR INFIELDER KELLEY MONTALVO 
On the importance of winning their first game of the WCWS: 
“We know with the seniors and experience we have had coming into the WCWS a couple of times, we 
know that first game is basically starting the tournament.  Starting to see how the outcome will go for the 
rest of the week.  It’s really hard to bounce back from the losers’ bracket, because clearly we have been 
there.  That first game, like I said, it’s one that needs to be won.”  
 
ARIZONA HEAD COACH MIKE CANDREA 
Opening comment: 
“Well I could ditto what Patrick (Murphy) said, this is the place we all want to be at this time of the year. To 
be honest with you, in September I didn’t know whether this team was going to pull it all together to get 
here.  It has been a roller coaster ride for us, but a team that has embraced the opportunities to maybe be 
the underdog in many situations this year and have thrived on that. So I am very proud of the group of 
athletes we have.   
 
“I have a lot of respect for what Florida has done and the great season that they have had.  We kind of 
know what it’s like here at the College World Series.  You have to get lucky and you have to do it at the 
right time.  We are looking forward to a great World Series and I would like to congratulate everyone up 
here, because we know how tough it is each year to get back here.”  
 
On the emergence of the SEC: 
“I said a long time ago that when the SEC got serious about something, they were going to do it right.  If 
you look at every sport in the SEC, there is a lot of pride.  I grew up in New Orleans, so I know what it was 
like when LSU played even Tulane.  People would paint their houses for that weekend.  So it is a different 
breed and I knew that once fast pitch caught on in those areas, that there would be a lot of good talent  
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coming out of those areas.  Sure enough, it has and I think it has been great for our sport.  I think really 
when the SEC got involved with women’s college softball, the parity kind of spread much quicker, kind of 
like what baseball experienced 20 years ago.  So it wasn’t a surprise, it was just a matter of time.  We 
have with us two very formidable programs (Alabama and Florida) that have done things the right way 
and are very good at what they do.  I think it’s a great thing for our sport and why our sport is growing.  It’s 
not just a regional thing anymore; it’s from coast to coast.”   
 
ARIZONA SENIOR INFIELDER SAM BANISTER 
On Arizona using the underdog role this week: 
“At the beginning of the year, we have always been known for our dominating pitching but there was a lot 
of talk that maybe that wasn’t the case with us.  We could have taken it two ways – we could have laid 
down and died or could have fought, and we chose to fight.  If people want to label us the underdogs, we 
will take it in stride.  It’s a long season for a reason.  There are so many good teams, that you never know 
what is going to happen.  I wouldn’t necessarily label us the underdogs, but we’ll take it.”   
 
FLORIDA HEAD COACH TIM WALTON 
Opening statement: 
“Our student-athletes, with their second time being here, are super excited to have the opportunity to play 
at the College World Series.  To be sitting up here with some of the best college coaches in the country, 
sometimes the world, it’s kind of overwhelming.  At the same time, when we’re on the field it’s going to be 
a different feeling.  We’re really excited to be representing the University of Florida.” 
 
On if he playing baseball at the University of Oklahoma could make for more Florida fans this week: 
“We always try to do our best to get as many people to watch the Gators, get them out there cheering and 
supporting our kids.  Last year was such a fun event for everybody, I think our fan base grew as we were 
able to fight through the losers’ bracket and play for a long time.  There are a lot of Gators fan all over the 
country so I’m sure they will all be cheering.” 
 
On being the top seed: 
“With facing Arizona in the first round, I’ll go with the opposite of what Sam (Bannister) said and say that 
we’re the underdog.  They have won more national championship games here than we ever have at this 
stage.  Our kids are embracing that role and we have to do a good job at staying focused and staying 
grounded.  We’re not worried about the other stuff, at this point we are all 0-0.  We just have to take care 
of ourselves and focus on the game.” 
 
FLORIDA SENIOR CATCHER KRISTINA HILBERTH 
On the difference coming in this year versus last year: 
“I feel like our team has a little bit more experience coming back for a second year.  Obviously, playing a 
team like Arizona, who has a lot of experience, in the first round, we’re going to have to battle it out.  They 
might be the eight seed and we might be the one seed but at this point it doesn’t matter.  All eight teams 
are out here to play hard.  We are just hoping that our experience from last year will help us a little bit 
more this year.” 
 
MICHIGAN HEAD COACH CAROL HUTCHINS 
Opening statement: 
“Michigan is very excited to be here.  I think our team is pretty honored to be here.  I have a number of 
players who have fallen just a game short and they understand how hard it is to get here.  More than 
anything, I’m very happy for my team – they are the hardest working team I have ever had.  In college 
softball there are always about 20 teams, maybe more, who are good enough to get here but there is only 
room for eight.  I’m very happy for my team and I’m excited for our “football” game with Alabama.”   
 

On what her team’s biggest challenge is against Alabama in the first round: 
“I think Alabama is our challenge.  One through nine they can hit, they can pitch and they can play 
defense.  I agree with Coach Murphy, I think we are fairly similar teams.  They’re very fast and a 
challenge in every aspect.  The biggest thing for us is to not focus too much on them.  We need to focus 
on our strengths and focus on what we need to do to play good softball.”  
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MICHIGAN SENIOR SHORTSTOP TEDDI EWING 
On the first round against Alabama: 
“Obviously everyone is going out there to compete and to win that first game.  It’s an easier road to take if 
you win that first game, but it’s going to be a battle.  Whatever happens, happens.  Our team is here to 
fight and every time we go out there it will be a battle.” 
 
On her team: 
“I would definitely say that we’re excited to be here.  We have fought so hard the past three years and 
fallen just short.  We were determined this past weekend in the super regional to go out there and make it 
happen this time.  The girls are tough, we’re here, we’re together, we’re ready to fight and go out there to 
play some Michigan softball.” 
 

- END - 


